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Budget Main Page...........................................................................................http://www.arps.org/budget 
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Central Office Administrative Costs Increase

At the April 30th meeting, there was a request for additional information about the increase of $29,757.00 in 
Central Office administrative costs in the FY13 Amherst budget over FY12.  The increase is due to two major 
factors:

 Amherst College generously agreed to underwrite a portion of the Director of Teaching and Learning’s 
salary during the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 school years.  In FY13, the agreement requires the School 
Districts to pick up an additional 20% of the salary, which represents an increase of approximately 
$20,000 for the district’s increased percentage of Dr. Rhonda Cohen’s salary.

 This year, the receptionist position that was cut from the Central Office budget was restored.  The 
position, which is filled by Sasha Failey, has been modified to include clerical support for the Information 
Systems and Human Resources departments, in addition to front office reception duties.   This position 
represents a 50% FTE to the Amherst budget, resulting in an increase of approximately $12,000.00.

The salary expenses outlined above, when combined with other additions and reductions in the Central Office 
budget, results in the increase of $29,757.00.

SCHOOL CHOICE AND CHARTER SCHOOL INFORMATION

A m h e r s t  S c h o o l s  C h o i c e  O u t  E n r o l l m e n t
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The tuition charge is based on the number of full time equivalent (FTE) students multiplied by the per pupil 

tuition rate ($5,000). (A student who enrolled in February, for example, would be counted in the range for four-

tenths FTE for being enrolled for four months out of the ten months of the school year.) Information on enrolled 

choice Students is obtained from the receiving district’s SIMS submission of October 1. The tuition for School 

http://www.arps.org/budget
http://www.arps.org/node/3759
http://www.arps.org/files/AdministrativeStaffing2011_2012.pdf


Choice special education students is intended to reflect the actual costs of their specific services. These “SPED 

increments” are added to a receiving district’s base regular educational rate, to determine any special education 

student’s total School Choice tuition, and the sending district pays the full cost. 

Amhers t  Schoo l s  Cho i ce  Ou t  Tu i t i on
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For more detailed information about Choice-Out enrollments, see Appendix C. 

CHARTER SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

Charter schools are public schools that are operated independently of local school districts. Each charter school 

determines what grade levels it will serve and what particular programs it will offer. Charter schools hold a lottery 

to determine which students will be admitted. Enrollment preference is given to siblings who currently attend the 

school and to students living in the city or town where the charter school is located. Transportation is the 

responsibility of the family/guardian. Once a student is admitted to a charter school they can remain without 

reapplication.
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Tuition to Charter Schools is paid by the home district of the student. The state provides tuition reimbursement, 

also referred to as Chapter 46 aid. The main purpose of the program is to offset the overall increase in tuition at a 

district.  Reimbursement is greatest when there is a large increase in tuition charges to the district over the prior 

fiscal year.  As this usually occurs when there is a significant shift of district pupils into a charter school(s), the 

aid formula is often misunderstood to be based upon enrollment.  It is a function of a change in tuition at any 

given district, not a change in enrollment.  



Through FY11 the reimbursement plan was referred to as 100/60/40, referring to the three tiers or formulas which 

determined the aid.  The first tier of the formula is the reimbursement to districts of 100% of the increase in 

tuition in the current year over the prior fiscal year.  The second tier of the formula reimburses 60% of the 100% 

reimbursement in the prior fiscal year.  The third tier of the program reimburses 40% of the 100% reimbursement 

two fiscal years prior.  

Beginning with FY12 a new formula with six tiers (100/25/25/25/25/25) is being implemented. Once fully 
implemented, this formula will reimburse a greater portion of any increase. For three of the transition years, 
however, a dip in reimbursement can be projected.

Mass. Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: Understanding Charter School Tuition Reimbursements

the Town of Amherst absorbs the assessments and reimbursements for Charter School tuition in a given year, and 

the school budget reimburses the Town the net assessment in the following year.

FY09 FY10 FY11

FY12

Q2 Enroll

FY13

Proj

Tuition 349,222 484,128 578,214 745,633 796,447

Reimbursement 288,471 323,191 271,390 240,392 134,524

Net Assessment 60,751 160,937 306,824 505,241 661,923

Budget for FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14
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Understanding Charter School Tuition Reimbursements

October 2011

Municipal and regional school districts pay tuition for resident pupils attending Commonwealth Charter 
Schools. There are two reimbursement programs that offset this tuition, Chapter 46 aid and facilities aid.

Chapter 46 Aid

Chapter 46 reimbursement aid gets its name from the legislation that created it, Chapter 46 of the Acts of 1997
. The legislation has two components with the most significant being the reimbursement of recent increases in 
charter school tuition. The following narrative will outline the original reimbursement formula, recent 
legislative changes, and the minor components of the formula.

Original Formula

The increased tuition component of the Chapter 46 aid formula is designed to generate the greatest amount of 
aid where there is a large increase in district tuition over the prior fiscal year. As this usually occurs when 
there is a significant shift of district pupils into a charter school(s), the aid is often incorrectly construed as 
linked to specific pupil enrollment. The aid follows the aggregate change in district tuition, not a specific pupil.

The Chapter 46 aid formula is often identified colloquially as the 100/60/40 reimbursement. The 100/60/40 
refers to the three tiers of aid districts receive each fiscal year. In the first year an increase in tuition occurs, 
the district would receive aid in the amount of 100 percent of the increase. In the following fiscal year the 
district would receive 60 percent of the 100 percent increase. Two years following the initial increase the 
district would receive a final 40 percent of the 100 percent increase. 

In sum, over three years the district would receive 200 percent of one year's tuition increase, 100 + 60 + 40 = 
200. In each fiscal year they would receive aid for increases over three fiscal years. The table below contains a 
10 year simulation to illustrate the subtleties of the formula. 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/1997/Chapter46


Where there is a significant change in tuition, as in Year 2 and Year 5, the formula shifts the burden away from 
the school district by generating a reimbursement equal to the increase in tuition. This, in effect, holds 
harmless any district subject to the financial challenge charter tuition presents to their school budget. 

In Year 2 the 100 percent reimbursement of the increase in tuition means there is no net cost to the district in 
the first year they send pupils to a charter school. 100 percent of the tuition is offset by aid. In Year 5 the near 
doubling of enrollment results in 54 percent of the district tuition being offset by aid. The cost of the new pupils 
is covered 100 percent and is augmented by the district receiving 60 percent of the 100 percent increase from 
the prior year. 

If there is a drop in enrollment, as in Year 3, aid may exceed tuition. In Year 3 there is no increase in tuition 
over the prior year; the 100 percent reimbursement is zero. However, the district is still eligible for the 60 
percent of the 100 percent of reimbursement from the prior fiscal year, or $60,000. As this amount exceeds the 
current year tuition cost, the aid will be 114 percent of the tuition and result in a net gain to the district of 
$7,500.

As both tuition and enrollment stabilize in Year 6 through 10, the aid diminishes. Over time the percentage of 
tuition for which the district is responsible will increase.

Recent Changes to the Aid Formula

In January 2010 Governor Patrick's An Act Relative to the Achievement Gap legislation expanded the aid 
formula. Where districts received 200 percent of each tuition increase in aid over three years, the districts will 
now receive 225 percent of each increase in tuition over the course of six years. The old formula's three tiers 
are presented as 100/60/40, the new formula's six tiers are presented as 100/25/25/25/25/25.

Fiscal year 2011 marks the implementation year of Governor Patrick's changes. In the matrix below the tan 
highlighted cells illustrate the staggered, six year implementation of the first tuition increase under the new 
formula. 

During the phase-out of the old formula, overall aid will decrease. What districts will see is that the legislation 
reduces the cost of the program in the short run while committing to provide more aid in the long run. 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2010/Chapter12


Private, Home School, and Sibling Pupil Aid

The Chapter 46 aid contains two components effecting new enrollment at Commonwealth charter schools. The 
first of the two components is in respect to pupils who are entering a charter school directly from an in-state 
private school or a home-schooled educational setting. For these two types of pupils, the pupil's first year of 
tuition will be paid from the Chapter 46 aid. 

Additionally, if the enrollment of a sibling at a Commonwealth charter school is the sole cause of a district's 
tuition exceeding the Net School Spending cap, the sibling's tuition will be paid from the Chapter 46 aid.

(a) Facilities Aid

Unlike Chapter 46, facilities aid is not formula based. The aid is a one to one reimbursement of the districts' 
per pupil facilities tuition. 

Facilities aid program offsets the entire cost of the facilities tuition, simulating the direct aid districts receive 
from the state's School Building Authority for capital projects, subject to appropriation. Charter schools are 
ineligible for School Building Authority financing for school construction. 

For more detailed information, please contact Hadley Cabral in the School Finance Office at (781) 338-6586 
or hcabral@doe.mass.edu.

last updated: October 18, 2011 

SOURCE:  Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education—Office of School 
Finance

Appendix C

mailto:hcabral@doe.mass.edu


Charter  School  and Choice-Out Enrollments

Amherst Schools Charter School Enrollment

FY07 FY08 FY09 FY10 FY11

FY12

Enrolled

FY13

Proj

HILLTOWN COOPERATIVE 1.0        -        2.0        -        1.5        -        

PIONEER VALLEY CHINESE

 IMMERSION -        11.0      23.6      36.3      41.5      54.0      55.0      

1.0        11.0      25.6      36.3      43.0      54.0      55.0      

K 4.0        13.6      11.0      6.0        8.0        8.0        

1 7.0        5.0        13.0      11.0      5.0        8.0        

2 5.0        5.0        11.5      12.0      5.0        

3 1.0        5.0        6.0        12.0      12.0      

4 4.0        5.0        12.0      

5 1.0        0.5        5.0        5.0        

6 1.0        2.3        4.0        7.0        5.0        

1.0        11.0      25.6      36.3      43.0      54.0      55.0      

A m h e r s t  S c h o o l s  C h o i c e - O u t  E n r o l l m e n t

To FY07 FY08 FY09 FY10 FY11

FY12

Enrolled

FY13

Proj

DEERFIELD 2.0        2.4        1.0        2.0        1.0        1.0        1.0        

GILL MONTAGUE                0.8        

GREENFIELD 3.0        3.0        

HADLEY 2.7        5.0        3.0        4.4        3.0        3.0        

LEVERETT 7.6        7.0        5.4        2.4        2.7        4.0        3.0        

NEW SALEM WENDELL 1.0        2.0        2.0        

NORTHAMPTON 2.0        1.0        2.7        1.9        1.0        1.0        1.0        

PELHAM 8.0        9.0        12.0      15.0      15.0      14.0      14.0      

PETERSHAM 4.4        1.0        1.0        1.0        -        -        

SUNDERLAND 3.0        7.0        5.6        2.0        2.0        2.0        

24.4      26.5      34.2      30.8      27.1      30.0      29.0      



Private School Enrollment Comparisons

GRADES K-6:

Jan-03 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total

Bement 0 3 3 1 0 2 1 10

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Common 0 5 9 6 6 14 9 49

Hartsbrook 1 5 6 4 8 8 8 40

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Eaglebrook 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Solomon Schecter

Smith Campus School

1 13 18 11 14 24 20 101

Jan-08 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total

Bement 5 0 2 2 2 3 4 18

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Common 4 7 5 8 3 9 3 39

Hartsbrook 5 2 3 2 5 3 4 24

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Eaglebrook 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Solomon Schecter 1 2 1 2 2 2 0 10

Smith Campus School 1 2 3 1 2 0 0 9

16 13 14 15 14 17 12 101

Jan-10 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total

Bement 0 0 0 0 2 3 5 10

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Common 5 10 7 3 5 9 4 43

Hartsbrook 1 2 0 1 5 1 6 16

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Eaglebrook 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Solomon Schecter 1 2 2 2 1 2 1 11

Smith Campus School 0 0 0 2 3 2 2 9

7 14 9 8 16 17 19 90

Jan-11 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total

Bement 0 1 2 4 1 5 3 16

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Common 7 8 11 8 5 7 8 54

Hartsbrook 3 3 2 3 3 7 1 22

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Eaglebrook 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



Solomon Schecter 0 0 1 2 0 1 1 5

Smith Campus School 2 1 0 1 4 4 1 13

12 13 16 18 13 24 15 111

Jan-12 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total

Bement 1 0 1 2 4 2 5 15

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield (no reported students) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Amherst Montessori 5 1 0 2 0 0 0 8

Greenfield Center School 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 3

Common 5 3 8 9 7 5 5 42

Hartsbrook 0 3 2 2 5 1 6 19

Grinspoon Academy (was Solomon Schecter) 1 1 1 4 1 1 2 11

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Eaglebrook (no reported students) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Phillips Academy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

MacDuffie School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Smith Campus School 2 1 1 2 1 3 4 14

14 10 13 22 18 13 22 112

GRADES 7-12:
Jan-03 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 3 2 1 0 0 0 6

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 1 1 2

Deerfield 0 0 0 1 1 3 5

Northfield 0 0 2 1 2 1 6

Williston 2 1 2 3 3 2 13

Common 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hartsbrook 9 6 8 0 0 0 23

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 1 3 0 0 4

Eaglebrook 1 1 0 0 0 0 2

Solomon Schecter

Smith Campus School

15 10 14 8 7 7 61

Jan-08 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 5 3 1 0 0 0 9

Stoneleigh-Burnham 1 0 0 0 0 1 2

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 2 1 4 3 10

Williston 2 1 3 2 2 4 14

Common 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hartsbrook 3 5 2 2 1 3 16

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 1 2 2 0 5

Eaglebrook 2 3 2 0 0 0 7

Solomon Schecter 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Smith Campus School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

13 12 11 7 9 11 63

Jan-10 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 3 9 2 0 0 0 14

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



Northfield 0 0 1 1 2 1 5

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 9 9

Common 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hartsbrook 3 7 3 4 4 2 23

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 1 0 1 0 2

Eaglebrook 2 2 2 0 0 0 6

Solomon Schecter 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Smith Campus School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 18 9 5 7 12 59

Jan-11 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 6 4 4 0 0 0 14

Stoneleigh-Burnham 3 1 1 0 0 0 5

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 0 1 1 2 4

Williston 3 1 5 1 2 2 14

Common 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hartsbrook 7 4 2 3 5 4 25

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 1 1 2

Eaglebrook 1 1 1 0 0 0 3

Solomon Schecter 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Smith Campus School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

20 11 13 5 9 9 67

Jan-12 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 3 6 3 0 0 0 12

Stoneleigh-Burnham 1 2 1 3 0 0 7

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield (no reported students) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Williston 2 4 3 5 2 0 16

Amherst Montessori 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Greenfield Center School 3 0 0 0 0 0 3

Common 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Hartsbrook 2 7 1 4 2 5 21

Grinspoon Academy (was Solomon Schecter) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Eaglebrook (no reported students) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Phillips Academy 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

MacDuffie School 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Smith Campus School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

11 19 8 13 5 6 62

TOTAL PRIVATE SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS:
Jan-03 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 0 3 3 1 0 2 1 3 2 1 0 0 0 16

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 5

Northfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 1 6

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 3 3 2 13

Common 0 5 9 6 6 14 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 49

Hartsbrook 1 5 6 4 8 8 8 9 6 8 0 0 0 63

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3 0 0 5

Eaglebrook 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 3

Solomon Schecter

Smith Campus School

1 13 18 11 14 24 20 15 10 14 8 7 7 162



Jan-08 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 5 0 2 2 2 3 4 5 3 1 0 0 0 27

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 4 3 10

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 3 2 2 4 14

Common 4 7 5 8 3 9 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 39

Hartsbrook 5 2 3 2 5 3 4 3 5 2 2 1 3 40

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 2 0 6

Eaglebrook 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 2 0 0 0 7

Solomon Schecter 1 2 1 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10

Smith Campus School 1 2 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9

16 13 14 15 14 17 12 13 12 11 7 9 11 164

Jan-10 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 0 0 0 0 2 3 5 3 9 2 0 0 0 24

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 1 5

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 9

Common 5 10 7 3 5 9 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 43

Hartsbrook 1 2 0 1 5 1 6 3 7 3 4 4 2 39

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2

Eaglebrook 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 2 0 0 0 7

Solomon Schecter 1 2 2 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 11

Smith Campus School 0 0 0 2 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 9

7 14 9 8 16 17 19 8 18 9 5 7 12 149

Jan-11 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 0 1 2 4 1 5 3 6 4 4 0 0 0 30

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 1 0 0 0 5

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 4

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 5 1 2 2 14

Common 7 8 11 8 5 7 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 54

Hartsbrook 3 3 2 3 3 7 1 7 4 2 3 5 4 47

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2

Eaglebrook 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 4

Solomon Schecter 0 0 1 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Smith Campus School 2 1 0 1 4 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 13

12 13 16 18 13 24 15 20 11 13 5 9 9 178

Jan-12 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total

Bement 1 0 1 2 4 2 5 3 6 3 0 0 0 27

Stoneleigh-Burnham 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 3 0 0 7

Deerfield 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northfield (no reported students) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Williston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 3 5 2 0 16

Amherst Montessori 5 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8

Greenfield Center School 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 6

Common 5 3 8 9 7 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 42

Hartsbrook 0 3 2 2 5 1 6 2 7 1 4 2 5 40

Grinspoon Academy (was Solomon 
Schecter)

1 1 1 4 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 11

Wilbraham Monson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1



Eaglebrook (no reported students) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Phillips Academy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

MacDuffie School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Smith Campus School 2 1 1 2 1 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 14

14 10 13 22 18 13 22 11 19 8 13 5 6 174


