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Amherst Public Shade Tree Committee Meeting
Tuesday, August 11, 2020, 5:30PM 
Online Meeting via Zoom

Minutes

Present: 	Henry Lappen (Chair), Clare Bertrand, Gordon Green, Shoshona King, Marian Hazard, Julian Hynes, Beki Margolit, Alan Snow (Tree Warden), Claudia Richards, Ian Rhodewalt

Absent:	Nonny Burack, Bennett Hazlip, Sarah Lawler

Meeting came to order at 5:30 and was adjourned at 6:10


Approval of July Minutes

Minutes approved

Announcements & Public Comments
Sadly, Clair is resigning from the tree committee due to other commitments, and she expressed her kind regrets.  Ian Rhodewalt interested in joining the committee, and Claudia Richards is interested in being unofficial member.  
Hearings
N/A
Chair’s Report
Volunteer hours should be emailed to Henry.  All is quiet as is normal in August, and also due to the COVID shutdown.
Tree Warden’s Report 
Staff is very busy watering trees and with tree work resulting from the recent wind-storm.  Many healthy trees were lost. 
Treasurer’s Report 
N/A


Second Saturday Plantings
Alan suggests East Hadley Road area from route 116 to Whippletree Lane, and surrounding neighborhood, 9/12/20. This is after our next meeting.   If there are enough trees, we will move on to Mill Lane.  

Tree Placards 
N/A

Website and Social Media
Shoshona is putting YouTube videos on social media from tree planting and interviews.  Videos about staking a tree; two videos with Alan –about  emerald ash borer and Crocker Farm trees.
Shoshona reports problems sharing things on Facebook due to changes in the platform and has been trying to figure out sharing in the last few weeks. Claudia mentioned Instagram and Beki and Claudia expressed an interest in posting content there.

Town Policy - Significant Tree & Minimum Coverage Ordinances 
Tabled until Sarah is available.

Statewide efforts - Update to Chapter 87, Great Streets Initiative
Chapter 87 – Henry gave a brief introduction to new members / visitors; further action tabled until Sarah is available.

New Tree Inventory
Not on the docket this year because of COVID and disruption.

Tree Nursery
Marian Hazard proposed offering her land for a tree nursery, whenever we can.  Tentative plan is for a mulching party in November to prepare the ground.
Last time the nursery consisted of 20 hazelnut trees.  Alan says that planting 10 bare root trees would be good each year so a large number doesn’t get too big and have to be planted at once.  Swamp white oak, white oak – 5 oaks, 5 something else – honey locusts – 5 honey locusts, 5 oaks.  This is a preliminary decision subject to change.

Other Business
Shoshona painted another concrete barrier with cherry tree limbs and mentioned that a hickory tree that came down with lots of wasted nuts.  Julian asked about replacing trees downed due to storm.  Alan points out that many trees that failed were really part of forested areas and have natural replacement.  Exception were some trees that fell on the grass belt, that were prevented from having a sufficient root system by road and sidewalk construction.  
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