Amherst Historical Commission		September 13, 2017
AMHERST HISTORICAL COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES 


Members Present: 	Jane Wald, Laura Lovett, Jan Marquardt, Bob Romer, Steve Bloom,       Ted Parker
Staff Present:  	Brandon Toponce, Amherst Historical Commission Staff Representative
Meeting Date:  	September 13, 2017
Time Started:	  	7:00 PM
Time Ended:		9:10 PM

MINUTES 
August 30, 2017 – Mr. Romer questioned the layout of the minutes and stated that they should reflect what actually happened at the meeting.  He added that the Commission makes a motion to hold the public hearing, then votes, if they do not plan on holding one.  Mr. Romer requested the minutes be corrected and then return for approval.  The group discussed this option and Ms. Marquardt made a motion to approve the minutes with the condition they be amended to reflect Mr. Romer’s request.  Mr. Parker seconded the motion.  The motion was passed 6-0 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
Sarah McGee, Amherst town resident, expressed concerns over the Jones Library Historic Building Report, and wanted to know why it was taking so long for the Town to begin the project.  Mr. Toponce stated that he would be happy to give Ms. McGee a call to discuss the status of this project.  Ms. McGee agreed to this and gave Mr. Toponce her phone number. 

AGENDA ITEMS

Public Hearing

1436  South East Street
Recommendation: Move forward with the Demolition Permit 

Mr. Phillip Torrey, presented the proposal for the demolition and suggested the home was passed its time.  He described the house as having extensive mold, the beams no longer being stable due to insects and the fact the structure is two feet on the Town right-of-way.  Mr. Torrey does not believe the building can be moved, and to save the structure would mean a completely new building.  Mr. Torrey added that he desires to demolish the structure to restore the open space and protect the view for the neighboring properties.  
Ms. Wald commented how she drove by the building and did notice the beam on the front looked bad.  Mr. Parker then asked if the outbuilding was staying, or if that was also being demolished.  The applicant responded by stating he planned on keeping the building since it is much newer than the home and is in good shape structurally and he had planned on keeping it.

Ms. Wald, opened the public hearing and seeing that no one wished to speak, closed the hearing and reviewed Section 13.410 of the Zoning Bylaw, in relation to determination of a significant structure.  A vote by the Commission was taken on each criteria and it was found the structure was significant in relation to 13.4103, exemplifying the economic heritage of the community.  Mr. Romer believed that it was significant since it was once used as a local store owned by the Dickinson family, yet did not believe the building necessarily needed to be saved.  Ms. Wald then read Section 13.35 of the Zoning Bylaw which gives the authority to the Commission to determine that the structure is significant, yet the demolition would not be detrimental to the overall historic heritage of the community.  She then made a motion for the demolition delay to occur.  Mr. Parker seconded the motion which did not pass with a 0-6 vote.

Discussion
Mr. Parker asked the group if the previous application should have even come before the Commission, since it was presumed to be a dangerous building.  He believed that some evidence needed be presented to the Commission to indicate that it is indeed dangerous.  The Building Commissioner should also review this claim of danger and have the building inspected.

Ms. Wald agreed that something should be looked at, however it should be a discussion for a different time.

Preliminary Review, Public Meeting

29 Pelham Road
Recommendation:  Allow the demolition of an outbuilding that was originally reviewed in 2013. 

The barn was originally approved for demolition in 2013, with a demolition permit being issued by Inspection Services on February 11, 2014.  However, the property owner did not pursue the demolition, and consequently the permit expired.  The property owner is now ready to demolish the structure and is seeking once again an approval from the Commission.  

Mr. Romer believed it would be appropriate for the Commission to allow the barn to be demolished based on the findings from the previous review in 2013.  He made a motion to hold the public hearing for the demolition delay.  Mr. Bloom seconded the motion, and it failed to pass with a 0-6 vote.  

46 Eames Avenue
Recommendation:  Move forward with the building permit

The property owner will be removing part of the back roof in order to construct a new roof over the porch.  The applicant is also requesting to screen in the existing porch after the new roof has been completed.  Ms. Marquardt stated that it was not significant since it was the back of the home and the porch was already in place.  Mr. Romer made a motion to hold the public Hearing for the demolition delay.  Mr. Parker seconded the motion, and it failed to pass with a 0-6 vote.  

883 Bay Road
Recommendation:  Demolition permit be issued without delay.

The applicant desires to remove the unused chimney and repair the roof and floors of the home.  The Commission discussed the age of the chimney and what the purpose was to have it removed.  Mr. Parker was also concerned if the chimney was being used as a flew for the heater.  After reviewing the photographs, it did not appear to be the case. Mr. Parker then made a motion to hold the public hearing for the demolition delay.  Ms. Marquardt, seconded the motion, and it failed to pass with a 0-6 Vote.  

OTHER ITEMS

Historical Commission Rules and Regulations
The Commission reviewed the Rules and Regulations document that was discussed at the August meeting.  The group believed more clarity was needed that included sub-points, clear definition of demolition, and a threshold to what extent a review was necessary.  It was also discussed that all buildings that are found on the local listing and the Massachusetts Cultural Information System (MACRIS), would be considered significant.  A question was then presented on what the local listing actually was.  It was requested that staff find this information and give an answer at the next meeting.  

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, October 25, 2017, at 7:00 PM, in the first floor meeting room.  Ms. Wald made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Lovett seconded the motion.  
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