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TOWN OF AMHERST
LANDSCAPING GUIDELINES

The objective of this document is to provide guidance to property owners,
developers, applicants and others in the installation of new landscape materials.
This document and its guidelines are incorporated by reference into the Town of
Amherst’s Zoning Bylaw. In addition to the recommendation in the general text
and all referenced Appendices, see the Permit Requirements provisions at the end
of each section. Users of this document should adhere to the following:
• Existing trees and vegetation should be retained where possible.
• Trees should be protected with fencing during construction.
• Excavation, paving and similar disturbances are to be avoided in areas
within the dripline of the crown of trees to be retained.
• The tree pit should be dug at least one foot wider than the root ball and at
least six inches deeper than the ball’s vertical dimension.
• Newly planted vegetation should be watered and fertilized as necessary.
• The use of non-native species of trees and shrubs is discouraged.
• The planting of trees and shrubs that provide seeds, berries and similar for
bird forage is encouraged. (see list of recommended species)
• Mulch should be used with plantings to retain moisture and minimize
weeds.
• Landscape plans should be coordinated with existing and proposed utility
locations. When planting under utility lines, mature plant height should not
exceed 25 feet.
• Consult the Amherst Tree Warden prior to removing any tree(s) along or
near a public road. Violation of state laws protecting street and shade trees
can result in $500 fines. See Section 2.0, Site Clearing.
• New trees, shrubs and other plantings should be healthy and undamaged if
they are to thrive. See Section 3.0, Selecting Plant Material.
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1.0 Why to Plant Trees and Shrubs
Trees and shrubs form part of the
everyday landscape and play a critical
role in terms of their aesthetic, economic
and environmental functions. Because
of the significant value provided by plant
material, the Town of Amherst has
adopted a variety of landscape design
regulations, which uphold minimum
landscaping standards (see Appendix,
App-19). The codes reflect the goals and
values of the community and encourage
future investment in this invaluable
natural resource. Trees can provide
many benefits to both the community at
large and individual property.

•

Environmentally, trees and shrubs . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Aesthetically, trees and shrubs . . .
•
•
•
•
•

•

winds, thereby reducing annual energy
use for homes by 4 to 22%
Provide a low cost way to conceal
storage areas, loading docks, dumpsters
or other unsightly items

Contribute to the attractive character
and self image of a community
Alter the scale of the street by
creating a more enclosed space
Soften the harsh edges of buildings
Provide a sense of uniformity
between varying architectural styles
Create a pleasant and more
hospitable
microclimate
for
pedestrians (shaded streets are 5 to
10 degrees cooler)
Help screen developed areas to
reduce noise, glare and visual blight

•
•

Reduce surface water runoff rates and
volume
Increase recharge of groundwater which
is significantly impeded by development
Filter out toxins such as grease and oil
found in streams due to run-off
Reduce soil erosion and sedimentation
of streams
Help to maintain clean air quality by
removing impurities from the air such as
dirt, sand, dust, pollen, smoke, odors
and fumes
Provide habitat for wildlife
Can lower temperatures in areas with a
large amount of paving (i.e. parking
lots)

2.0 Site Clearing
When preparing a site for development,
deciding which existing trees and shrubs to
keep is as important as deciding which ones
to remove.
Protected By Law

Economically, trees and shrubs . . .
•

•

Some trees and shrubs are protected under
state law, and their removal can leave
property owners liable for penalties.

Add value to property, ranging from
15 to 25 percent of the total land
value (Southern Urban Forestry
Associates, 1997) “Lots with trees
sell for an average of 20 to 30
percent more than similarly sized
lots without trees” (JCJ, 1995).
Reduce energy costs by providing
cooling shade and blocking winter

The Shade Tree Act - Under Massachusetts
General Law (MGL) Chapter 87 protects
any tree or shrub located on public property,
within a public way, or on the boundary of a
public way. Public shade trees may only be
removed with the permission of the Amherst
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Tree Warden following a public hearing.
Penalties for violation of the Shade Tree
Act include $500 fines (for each
violation) or a possible 6 month jail
term.

planned work is occurring along or near any
of Amherst’s Scenic Roads, both the Tree
Warden and the Amherst Planning
Department should be contacted prior to any
removals or work. The Town Engineer can
assist in locating a boundary between private
property and a public way.

The Scenic Roads Act - Under MGL
Chapter 40, Section 15C, communities
may formally designate public roads as
Scenic Roads. Any removal of public
shade trees and/or any removal or
alteration of existing stone walls within
or abutting a public way requires the
approval of the Amherst Planning Board
following a public hearing. Since any
Scenic Roads hearing involving public
shade trees also requires Tree Warden
approval under MGL Ch. 87 above, the
Tree Warden and Planning Board may
hold joint public hearings. The penalties
for violations of the Shade Tree Act also
apply to the removal of public shade
trees on Scenic Roads.

Valuable Plantings
Many native trees and shrubs are
aesthetically,
economically,
and
environmentally valuable.
If possible,
native plantings with these characteristics
should be retained whenever possible (see
Appendix App-1 to App-14). On the other
hand, there are some varieties of trees and
shrubs that should be removed (See
Appendix, APP-16). Many of these plants
are invasive exotics, meaning they are nonnative species that can disrupt the natural
integrity of the site and surrounding areas.
Any suggestion in these Guidelines for
avoiding certain trees and shrubs can also be
taken as a recommendation for their
removal, if found on a site. Another
important issue in site clearing is avoiding
the removal of trees and shrubs that have
significant ecological value, including plants
and shrubs with high wildlife value.

On November 4, 1974, Amherst Town
Meeting designated the following local
streets as Scenic Roads: Amity Street,
Bay Road, East Pleasant Street, East
Leverett Road, Flat Hills Road, Harris
Road, Henry Street, Leverett Road,
Market Hill Road, Middle Street, Mill
Street, Mill Lane, North East Street, Pine
Street, Plumtree Road, Pomeroy Lane,
Potwine Lane, Pulpit Hill Road, Sandhill
Road, Shays Street, Shutesbury Road,
Snell Street, South East Street, State
Street, Station Road, and Strong Street.

Some mature trees or large plantings may
also have historical or cultural importance to
the community. Owners of any property
within any of Amherst’s nine national
Historic Register Districts should contact the
Amherst Historical Commission for
historical information and recommendations
prior to removing any tree measuring
eighteen inches (18”) or more in diameter at
ground level, or any large or original mature
shrub(s) or landscape plantings.

Anyone planning to clear trees and
shrubs on a portion of a property near
any Town street or road for a new home
construction, an outbuilding, a driveway,
the installation of overhead or buried
utilities, or other similar work should
contact the Tree Warden (Amherst
Select Board’s office), well in advance
of any tree removals or work. If the
4
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3.0 Selecting Plant Material

•

Which to Use
When deciding which plants to use,
begin by evaluating the possible
functions the plants could serve. Are the
plants intended for aesthetic pleasure, a
source of color, a visual screen, a barrier
or deterrent, etc? Answering such
questions will narrow the range of
options and help determine the most
suitable plants for a particular situation.
The functions of trees and shrubs can
include any number of the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Provide shelter from wind
Create seclusion and privacy
Define the skyline
Provide shade for a cooling
environment
Influence the scale of a place
Add dimension or volume to an
outdoor space

•
•

•

Characteristics
After determining the function of the
plants for a particular site, the selection
process becomes more specific and
creative. Size, shape, color and speed of
growth are the most common criteria
used to choose plant material. Other
considerations include texture, form,
time of flowering and the relationship to
planting material used on adjacent
properties.

Plants that are roughly symmetrical
(have an approximately equal number of
branches or leaves on all sides), with
thick, well-grown trunks or stems.
Plants free from physical damage
(broken or dead limbs, split bark, etc.).
Vigorous-looking
plants,
with
appropriate color--not limp, pale or
browning.
Stems and limbs should be numerous
and sturdy.
In season, the plants should have dense
foliage.
Plants free from disease, insects, eggs or
larvae.
Trees with a single dominant leader that
is not damaged or crooked, there should
not be numerous leaders.
Trees should not have numerous knots or
unhealed limb cuts.
The bark of trees should be whole and
healthy, with no splits showing internal
wood, no abrasions, and no diseased
areas.
Trees should be free of insects and
related damage (borings, cankers, eggs
sacs).

Native vs. Non-Native Species
Another important consideration is the
degree of maintenance and future cost.
Certain species call for more attention than
others. Native plants tend to require less care
and watering and also help to preserve the
natural integrity of a region. Exotic plants,
while they provide greater variety, tend to be
invasive, require more care and disrupt the
biological networks within the natural
world. For this reason, the Town of Amherst
discourages the use of non-native tree and
shrub species. It is important for all
landowners to weigh the benefits of a larger
and more colorful selection of exotic plants
against the benefits of less costly and timeconsuming native species.

Condition
New trees, shrubs and other plant
materials will only be able to thrive if
they are well-grown, undamaged, and
healthy when planted. When selecting
specimens to plant, choose:
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with or damage existing infrastructure, such
as:

Permit Requirements
For the purpose of selecting trees, shrubs
and other plantings proposed as part of
applications under the requirements of
the Amherst Zoning Bylaw and/or the
Town of Amherst Massachusetts Rules
and
Regulations
Governing
the
Subdivision of Land, the provisions of
the Material Standards section (p. 38) of
the Amherst Town Center Streetscape
Design Guidelines Manual shall apply.
See the Appendix for this excerpt.

•
•
•
•

Utility Lines
Fallen trees and their branches are the
primary cause of power outages in New
England. Therefore it is critical to be aware
of nearby power lines and position trees at
an appropriate distance using the following
guidelines:

4.0 Where to Plant Trees & Shrubs

•

Avoiding Costly Mistakes
After carefully selecting the plant
material, evaluate the limitations of the
potential planting locations. Planting the
wrong kind of trees or shrubs in the
wrong place can lead to serious and
costly problems down the road.
Although choosing plants involves the
use of personal tastes and creativity,
there are many biological and physical
constraints that limit plant location. The
following factors are crucial for survival
of the plants and long-term success of a
landscaped area:
•
•
•

•

Utility lines
Underground pipes
Streets and sidewalks
Buildings

•

•

The effects of mature height and
spread
The size of the planting area
Stresses placed on the plant by its
surroundings (i.e. soil type, nutrients,
moisture, light, impervious surfaces,
etc.)
The degree of maintenance required

Small trees under 30’ at maturity and
shrubs can be placed below or near
overhead utility lines
Medium trees 30’-50’ at maturity should
be planted at least 30’ from roadside
wires
Tall trees that reach 50’ and higher
should be placed at least 50’ from the
wires.

Underground Pipes
Sewer pipes, drains and other underground
utilities can become clogged and damaged
by roots. Roots can spread as far as a tree is
tall. In order to calculate the appropriate
location for plantings, estimate the height of
the mature tree and plant it equidistant from
any underground utilities. Always check
with utility companies and the Department
of Public Works (DPW) for the location of

All of these factors need to be
considered prior to planting. Such
forethought will help to prevent future
problems that occur when trees interfere
6
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electrical, water or sewer lines prior to
digging!

Streets and Sidewalks
Planting shrubbery and trees too close to
roads and walks is not good for either
the plants or the people who need to use
the roads and walks. Graded areas,
pavement and underground utilities can
crowd and stunt root systems. Trees and
shrubs planted too close to traveled ways
can crowd pedestrians, can obscure a
driver’s view of traffic control signs and
intersections,
and
reduce
the
effectiveness of street lighting. When
planting in association with streets and
sidewalks, consider the future size and
shape of the tree or shrub, as well as
their anticipated mature root system, and
choose the planting location accordingly.
For example, wide-spreading trees with
extensive root systems at maturity
should be set back at least 25 feet from
the sidewalk, while trees with columnar
forms and/or smaller mature root
systems can be planted closer.

Also take into account any existing historic
patterns of tree or shrub plantings. Two
examples:
On a property flanked by a row of mature
street trees extending on adjacent properties
along the street in both directions, it would
be preferable to replicate that existing row,
if changes in the streetscape (pavement, for
instance) have not made new tree plantings
in the same row inadvisable. Similarly, it
would be preferable to plant the same or an
equivalent (preferably native) tree species.
On a significant historic property where an
ornamental tree or shrub identified as an
original planting has outlived its useful life
or succumbed to disease, consider planting
the same or an equivalent tree or shrub
species in the same location to maintain the
original planting scheme. If the former tree
or shrub was in fact diseased, replanting in
the same location may first require treatment
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or even replacement of the soil, to ensure
survival of the newly planted tree or
shrub.

winter. The coldest winds usually blow from
the north and west. Plant dense rows or
clusters of evergreen conifers that have
branches to the ground. The most effective
distance from the planting to the structure
should equal between one and four times the
tree’s mature height.

Buildings
Trees should be placed far enough away
from buildings as not to risk damage but
close enough to offer benefits. Mediumsized spreading tree forms are suitable
for wide setbacks and can be distanced
far enough from structures to alleviate
the threat of falling branches. For
shallow building setbacks, plant
columnar forms on front or side lawns to
eliminate tree interference. Large trees
are recommended for the rear yard of
structures or in large unconstricted
spaces.

Planting to Control Noise

Planting to Your Advantage

Dense plantings of shrubs and trees can
lessen the impact of noise pollution. Not
only does vegetation act as a buffer, but it
also modifies humidity which increases
absorption of sound waves, resulting in
lower transmission of sound.

Not only should the constraints of plant
material be considered prior to planting,
but also the numerous advantages that
are available. Trees and shrubs can be
planted for the following purposes:
•
•
•
•
•

Provide summer shade
Provide winter windbreaks
To control noise
To conceal objects
To separate uses

Planting to Conceal Objects
Plantings, such as hedges and trees, in
combination with mounds or depress-ions,
can conceal objects that are un-pleasing to
the eye. Plants are an invaluable screening
material as they are one of the most
economical ways to conceal storage areas,
loading docks, dumpsters, utility buildings
and similar features (Amherst Bylaw, Sec.
11.2424).

Planting For Summer Shade
Plant deciduous trees on the southwest
and southeast of a building to shade it
from the hot afternoon sun. Prune lower
branches to allow lower winter sun to
aid in warming the building. Evergreens
are not recommended.

Planting to Separate Uses
The Amherst Zoning Bylaw requires that
parking areas with 5 or more spaces be
effectively screened from adjacent streets or
properties. The barrier must not be less than
3’ high and must not obstruct a driver’s

Planting For Winter Windbreaks
Use evergreens near buildings as
windbreaks to reduce heat loss in the
8
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vision. Not only does vegetation serve as
the visual buffer and separate conflicting
uses, it also provides a break in the
monotony of large expanses of pavement
and vehicles while providing a cooling
environment with shade trees.

Placing the Tree
Remove the pot or plastic “burlap.”
Biodegradable burlap may be loosened at
the top and left in the hole if the root ball is
fragile. For container plants, prune any
circling roots. To stimulate the growth of
bare root trees, clip a quarter of an inch of
the bottom of each root on a diagonal. Sheer
off any other roots that are broken or
bruised. Place the tree in the hole and spread
the roots into a natural position, with the
bottom of the root mass making firm contact
with the soil. Position the tree so that it
stands as perpendicular as possible. Be sure
that the top of the root ball is at or just
below the surrounding grade.

5.0 How to Plant Trees and Shrubs
There are a few simple steps that will
facilitate the healthy growth and
maturity of your plant investment. The
timing and manner of planting greatly
influences
the
development
and
hardiness of a plant.
Timing
The preferred time for most planting is
in the spring. However, there may be
some variation in planting requirements
depending on the form in which the
plant arrives. There are generally three
ways of packaging plants:
•

•
•

Container grown plants should be
planted anytime from spring thaw
until early to mid-fall
Bare root trees should be planted in
the spring
Balled/burlapped (should be planted
in the spring or fall depending on the
species)

Excavating the Hole
Large cultivated areas are the best for
planting as they reduce competition
among plants for nutrients. The hole
should be 3 to 5 times larger than the
diameter of the pot or root ball and dug
as deep as the pot or root ball, allowing
for an additional six inches of top soil to
be placed under the roots.
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or authority.
excerpt.

Fill and Care
Fill the soil in gently around the root
ball. Depending on the nature of the soil,
organic matter (not fertilizer) may be
added to the soil at this time to ensure
adequate drainage and nutrients. Gently
move the plant up and down to assure
contact of roots with the soil and to
prevent air pockets. Do not pound or
stomp out all the air with your foot.
Rake the surface smooth and even with
the surroundings. Put a generous layer of
wood chips, leaf mold bark, pine needles
or other organic matter around the base
of the tree to hold in moisture, reduce
weeds and maintain an even soil
temperature. If mulch is not available or
desired, use topsoil to form a saucer
(usually 6” high) around the tree base to
hold in more water around the root ball.
Lightly water the plant, which will settle
the soil, as well as provide moisture.
Continue to provide a reliable water
supply, which is needed for a new plant,
especially during the first growing
season of May through September.

See the Appendix for this

6.0 Size of Plantings
Section 11.3 of the Zoning Bylaw requires
the following minimum planting size for
landscape material:
• Trees – 1.5 inch caliper
• Shrubs – 5 gallon
7.0 Care After Planting
Once in the ground, there are several care
techniques that will help to ensure the
continued health of the plant. It is essential
to keep a watchful eye for signs of stress on
the plants, so that problems can be treated
before significant harm is incurred. Typical
stresses to plants include:
•
•
•
•

Nutrient deficiencies
Improper watering
Insects and disease
Pollution from street run-off

Permit Requirements

Nutrients

For the purpose of planting trees, shrubs
and other plantings proposed as part of
applications under the requirements of
the Amherst Zoning Bylaw and/or the
Town of Amherst Massachusetts Rules
and
Regulations
Governing
the
Subdivision of Land, requirements set
forth in pages 39 through 41 of the
Amherst Town Center Streetscape
Design Guidelines Manual apply. For
plantings within the paved pedestrian
areas in any village center or business
district, the provisions of pages 27 and
35-37 of said Manual shall also apply, as
determined by the permit-granting board

Trees depend on 6 major nutrients and 10
minor nutrients, all of which are generally
present in the soil to some degree
(Appendix: Tables 8 and 9). If there is a
deficiency in a significant number of
nutrients, the tree will show a change in
color. A soil analysis can be taken to check
for available nutrients or a foliar (leaf)
analysis conducted to determine which
nutrients are being absorbed by the tree
(Southern Urban Forestry Associates, 1997).
Both of these tests indicate nutrient
deficiencies, which can be remedied by
supple-menting the soil through a variety of
fertilization methods. (Note: fertilization is
necessary only in the top foot of soil where
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most of the root hairs, responsible for
nutrient absorption, are located).

Pollution from Run-off
When planting trees next to roadways, care
should be taken to select species that are
tolerant to contaminants in surface water
run-off. One of the most important
considerations is the species level of salt
tolerance. Table 7 in the appendix lists
species with salt tolerance ranges from 0 to
6000 parts per million chloride (National
Cooperative Highway Research Program,
1991).

Mulching is one fertilization method that
slowly adds nutrients to the soil over
time. Mulch is an organic matter that
should be laid at a depth of 2-4” in a
circular area around the developing root
system. Not only does mulch provide
nutrients as it decomposes, but it also
retains soil moisture, improves soil
structure, prevents weed growth and
maintains the temperature of the soil
around the base of the plant.

Permit Requirements
For the purposes of trees, shrubs and other
plantings planted in association with
applications under the requirements of the
Amherst Zoning Bylaw and/or the Town of
Amherst
Massachusetts
Rules
and
Regulations Governing the Subdivision of
Land, the requirements set forth on page 42
of the Amherst Town Center Streetscape
Design Guidelines Manual shall apply to the
care of planted trees, shrubs and other
plantings, except that the permit-granting
board or authority may impose a longer
guarantee period for plantings, as it sees fit.
See the Appendix for this excerpt.

Watering
Newly planted vegetation generally
needs 1” of water per week if rain has
not fallen in the previous week. This
pattern should continue for the first
spring, summer and fall. After that,
watering should only be done during
droughts. The best way to water is to let
a slow trickle thoroughly soak the entire
root zone. Drooping indicates that the
plant is receiving either too much or not
enough water. Over-watering can also
cause mold.

The presence of properly planted trees and
shrubs can greatly improve the character of
the community. However, if they are not
carefully maintained, the consequences can
be detrimental. By closely following these
guidelines established by the Town of
Amherst, the community will surely benefit
aesthetically,
economically,
and
environmentally from these invaluable
resources.

Insects and Disease
There are many signs that indicate a
plant is stressed by insects or disease.
These include:
•
•
•
•
•

Missing leaves
The presence of drooping
Changes in leaf color or size
Section of tree is missing leaves
A change in the condition of the bark
(Southern Urban Forestry
Associates, 1997)
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Table 1: Ground Covers
Name

Scientific
Name

Height
(in.)
6

Bearberry

Arctostaphylos
Uvaursi

Bunchberry

Cornus
canadensis
Ajuga
reptans
Gaultheria
procumbens
Juniperus
horizontalis
Phlox
stolonifera
Salix repens

12-18

Liriope
spicata
Pachysandra
terminalis
Cotoneaster
horizontalis
Vinca minor

8-18

Parthenocisus
quinquefolia

6-8

Carpet Bugal
Checkerberry
Wintergreen
Creeping
Junipers
Creeping
Phlox
Creeping
Willow
Lily Turf
Pachysandra
Rockspray
Cotoneaster
Vinca
(Periwinkle)
Virginia Creeper

3-5
2-6
12-18
6
12-24

5-12
6-24
3-6

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Pink/White
Spring
White
Spring
Blue
April
White
Spring
Inconspicuous

Red Berries
Spring
Red Berries
Summer

Sun/part
shade
Part
sun/shade
Shade

Well/poorly
drained
Well/poorly
drained
Well
drained
Well
drained
Well
drained
Well
drained
Moderate/
well drained
Well/poorly
drained
Well/poorly
drained
Moderate/
well drained
Moderate/
well drained
Well/poorly
drained

Varied
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Lilac
Summer
White
Spring
Pink
Summer
Blue
Spring
Inconspicuous

Red Berries
Summer
Blue Berries
Fall

Part
shade/shade
Sun
Sun
Sun

Blue/black
berries
White Berries
Summer
Red Berries
Fall
Insignificant
Blue Berries
Fall

Sun or
shade
Part/full
shade
Sun/part
shade
Part/full
shade
Sun or
shade

App-1

Growth
Rate
Moderate

Cultural Notes

Slow

Seeds should be planted under controlled
nursery conditions
Needs acid soils

Rapid

Spreads by stolons

Slow

Evergreen berries persist through winter

Moderate
Moderate

Tolerates hot and dry urban conditions;
evergreen
Evergreen

Moderate

Tolerates wide range of conditions

Rapid
Slow to
Moderate
Slow
Rapid
Rapid

Evergreen; requires little care but needs
winter protection
Good for shaded areas under trees; evergreen
Evergreen
Stems root at ground level; evergreen; showy
flowers; nice foliage
Tolerates urban and difficult conditions; low
maintenance; climbs to 50’; fall color

Table 2: Deciduous Shrubs
Name
American
Cranberry Bush
American Elder
American
Filbert
(Hazelnut)
Azalea
Bayberry
Blackberry
Black
Chokeberry
Blueberry
Border
Forsythia
Bush
Cinquefoil
(Potentilla)
Bush
Honeysuckle

Scientific
Name
Viburnum
trilobum
Sambucus
canadensis
Corylus
americana

Height
(ft.)
6-12
5-12
8-15

Rhododendron

2-4

Myrica
pensylvanica
Rubus
hispidus
Aronia
melanocarpa
Vaccinium
Corymbosum
Forsythia
intermedia
Potentilla
fruticosa

5-12

Diervilla
sessilifolia

3-5

3-6
8-10
4-6
8-10
2-4

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

White
Spring
White
Summer
Catkins
Spring

Red Berries
Fall
Black Berries
Summer
Nuts
Fall

Sun/part
shade
Shade/part
sun
Sun/part
shade

Well drained

Varies
Spring
Inconsp.
Spring
White
Spring
White
Spring
White
Spring
Yellow
Spring
Yellow
Spring

Capsules
Summer
Grey Berries
Summer/Winter
Black Berries
Summer
Black Berries
Fall
Blue Berries
Summer
Capsules
Summer
Capsules
Summer

Part shade

White
Spring

Red Berries
Summer

Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun

Well/poorly
drained
Moderate well/
well drained
Moderate well
drained
Well/poorly
drained
Moderate well/
well drained
Well/poorly
drained
Well drained

Growth
Rate
Moderate
Rapid

Cultural Notes
High wildlife value
Tolerates wide range of conditions

Moderate

Edible nuts; high wildlife value

Moderate

Many varieties available; needs acid soils

Moderate

Fragrant leaves and stems

Rapid

Very high wildlife value; edible berries

Moderate

Brilliant summer and fall foliage

Moderate

Very high wildlife value; edible berries

Well drained

Rapid

Sun

Well/poorly
drained

Moderate

Showy flowers appear before leaves in
spring
Flowers last all summer

Sun/part
shade

Moderate well
drained

Rapid

App-2

Fragrant flowers

Name
Butterfly Bush

Scientific
Name
Buddleia davidii

Height
(ft.)
6-12

Buttonbush

Cephalanthus
Occidentalis

3-10

Flowering
Almond
Fothergilla
major
Fragrant
Sumac
Hydrangea
(smooth)
Jersey Tea

Prunus triloba

12-15

Fothergilla
monticola
Rhus aromatica

6-10

3-5

Mapleleaf
Viburnum

Hydrangea
arborecens
Ceanothus
americanus
Viburnum
acerifolium

Pinxterbloom
Azalea
Prairie Willow

Rhododendron
periclymenoides
Salix setigera

4-9

Red
Chokeberry
Red-osier
Dogwood
Red Raspberry

Aronia
arbutifolia
Cornus
stolonifera
Rubus idaeus

6-12

Rose Species

Rosa

2-4

6-12

3-4
3-6

6-12
2-8

3-6

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Lilac
Spring
White
Summer

Small
Capsule
Seed Ball
Fall

Sun

Part shade

Moderate
well drained
Moderate
poorly
drained
Moderate
well drained
Moderate

Sun

Well drained

Moderate

Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Part shade

Well drained

Rapid

Well drained

Slow/
Moderate
Moderate

Pink
Spring
White
Spring
Yellow
Spring
White
Summer
White
Summer
White
Spring

Red Berries
Summer
Small
Capsule
Capsule
Fall
Black Berries
Fall

Pink
Spring
Catskins
Spring
White
Spring
White
Spring
White
Spring
Varies
Summer

Capsule
Summer
Capsules
Summer
Red Berries
Fall
White
Berries Fall
Red Berries
Summer
Rose Hips
Fall

Sun

Sun

Part sun/
shade
Sun
Sun/part
shade
Sun
Part sun/
shade
Sun

App-3

Moderate
poor/ well
drained
Well drained
Well/poorly
drained
Well/poorly
drained
Well/poorly
drained
Well/poorly
drained
Moderate
well drained

Growth
Rate
Rapid

Many varieties available

Moderate

Requires high moisture

Moderate

Attractive flowers

Slow

Slow

Cultural Notes

Exhibits bright red and yellow colors in the
fall
Very high wildlife value; aromatic foliage
Hardy

High wildlife value; very tolerant of shade

Moderate

Fragrant flowers that are native to
Massachusetts
Tolerates wide range of conditions

Moderate

High ornamental and wildlife value

Rapid

Very high wildlife value; tolerates wet areas

Rapid

Very high wildlife value;
edible berries
Many varieties available
(Note: Rosa Multiflora should be avoided)

Moderate

Name

Height
(ft.)
6-12

Speckled Alder

Scientific
Name
Amelanchier
canadensis
Hypericum
prolificum
Cornus
amomum
Symphoricarpos
albus
Alnus rugosa

Spicebush

Lindera benzoin

6-12

Spirea

Spirea

2-6

Summersweet

Clethra alnifolia

3-8

Sweet Shrub

Calycanthus
floridus

6-9

Weigela

Weigela florida

6-9

Winterberry

Ilex verticillata

6-12

Shadblow
Serviceberry
St. John’s Wort
Silky Dogwood
Snowberry

1-4
6-10
3-6
15-25

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

White
Spring
Yellow
Summer
White
Spring
Pink
Summer
Catkins
Spring
Yellow
Spring

Black Berry
Summer
Capsules
Fall
Blue Berry
Summer
White Berry
Fall
Small Cone
Summer
Red Berry
Fall

Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun

Well/poorly
drained
Well drained

Part sun/
shade

Capsules
Fall
Red Capsules
Fall

Sun or
shade
Sun or
shade
Sun or
shade

Pink
Summer
White
Summer
Red
Brown
Spring
Various
Spring
White
Spring

Red Berry
Summer

Well/poorly
drained
Moderate
well/ drained
Well/poorly
drained
Moderate
poor/
well drained
Moderate

Growth
Rate
Moderate

Very high wildlife value

Rapid

Nice color through summer

Rapid

Very high wildlife value

Rapid

High wildlife value

Rapid

Grows well in wet areas or infertile soils

Slow

Fragrant flowers and twigs; very high wildlife
value

Rapid

High wildlife value

Moderate
well drained
Moderate
well drained

Moderate

Sun

Well drained

Moderate

Part shade

Moderate
well/ poorly
drained

Slow

App-4

Cultural Notes

Slow

Needs high moisture; grows well in wet areas
Fragrant flowers and fruit

Blooms with many different colors of flowers
in the spring
Berries persist through winter; high wildlife
value

Table 3: Evergreen Shrubs
Name

Scientific
Name
Buxus
sempervirens
Picea nanus

Height
(ft.)
6-20

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Insignificant

Insignificant

Sun

3-6

Red Cone
Spring

Cone
Fall

Sun/part
shade

Leucothe
fontanesiana

3-6

White
Spring

Capsules
Summer

Part/full
shade

Japanese Holly

Ilex crenata

5-12

Inconsp.
Spring

Sun/part
shade

Fortune
Euonymus

Euonymus
fortunei

4-6

Inconsp.
Spring

Globe
Arborvitae

Thuja globosa

4-6

Small Cone
Spring

Black
Berries
Fall
Orange
Berries
Fall
Cone
Fall

Moderate
well drained
Moderate
poor/ well
drained
Moderate
well
drained
Moderate
well
drained
Moderate
well drained

Drooping
Leucothe

Glossy Abelia

3-6

Inkberry

Abelia
grandiflora
Ilex glabra

6-12

Pink
Spring
White
Spring

Juniper

Juniperus

4-20

Inconsp.
Spring

Mountain Pieris

Pieris
floribunda

2-6

White
Spring

Boxwood
Dwarf Alberta
Spruce

Black
Berries
Fall-Spring
Blue
Berries
Summer
Capsules
Fall

Sun or
shade
Sun

Sun/part
shade
Part sun/
shade
Sun

Part/full
shade
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Growth
Rate
Slow

Cultural Notes

Slow

Many varieties available; does not tolerate
salt; good for hedges
Cultivar of white spruce

Slow

Fragrant flowers; needs high moisture

Slow

Both male and female needed for berries;
winter protection

Fast

Many varieties available

Moderate
well
drained
Moderate
well drained
Moderate/
poorly
drained
Well drained

Moderate

Needs high moisture

Moderate

Good for hedges; needs winter protection

Well drained

Slow

Needs high moisture and acid soil; high
wildlife value

Rapid

Many varieties available

Slow

Moist area; cold hardy

Name
Mountain Laurel

Scientific
Name
Kalmia latifoia

Height
(ft.)
7-20

Rhododendrons

Rhododendron

3-12

Wintergreen
Barberry

Berberis
julianae

3-8

Yew

Tarus
canadensis

3-6

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

White
Spring
Varies
Spring
Yellow
April

Capsules
Fall
Capsules
Fall
Black
Berries
Fall
Red
Berries
Fall

Sun or
shade
Part sun/
shade
Sun/part
shade

Well/poorly
drained
Moderate
well drained
Moderate
well drained

Part sun/
shade

Moderate
well drained

Small cone
Spring

App-6

Growth
Rate
Slow
Slow

Cultural Notes
Fragrant attractive flowers; prefers moist
soils; native species
Many varieties available

Slow

Dense mound forms good barrier; attractive
dark green foliage

Slow

Many varieties available

Table 4: Small Deciduous Trees
Scientific
Name
American
Viburnum
Cranberrybush trilobum
Viburnum
American
Prunus
Plum
americana
Blackhaw
Viburnum
Viburnum
prunifolium
Callery Pear
Pyrus
calleryana
Cherry
Prunus
Species
pennsylvanica
Chokecherry
Prunus
virginiana
Crabapple
Malus spp.

Height
(ft.)

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

10-12

White
Spring

Red Drupe
Fall

Sun/part
shade

Well drained

20-35

Moderately well
drained
Moderate/well
drained
Moderate/well
drained
Well drained

Cornus spp.

15-30

Eastern
Redbud
Fringetree

20-30

Golden Rain
Tree
Hazel Alder

Cercis
canadensis
Chionanthus
virginicus
Koelreuteria
paniculata
Alnus colurna

20-35

Hawthorn

Crataegus spp.

15-30

Red Berry
Summer
Blue Drupe
Fall
Capsules
Summer
Cherries
Summer
Black Berry
Summer
Crabapples
Summer
Red Berries
Fall
Pods
Summer
Blue Drupe
Fall
Pods
Fall
Small Cones
Summer
Red Berries
Summer

Sun

Dogwood

White
Spring
White
Spring
White
Spring
Varies
Spring
White
Spring
Varies
Spring
White/Pink
Spring
Pink
Spring
White
Spring
Yellow
Summer
Catkin
Spring
White
Spring

Name

12-20
30-50
15-75
20-30
15-25

15-25
30-40

Sun or
shade
Sun
Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun
Part sun/
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun

Moderately well
drained
Moderately well
drained
Well drained

Sun

Moderately well
drained
Moderate/poorly
drained
Well drained

Sun

Poorly drained

Sun

Well to poorly
drained
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Growth
Rate
Moderate

Rapid

Cultural Notes
High wildlife value, works well in shrub
borders and for naturalizing
Fragrant flowers

Slow to
moderate
Moderate

Works well in shrub borders and for
naturalizing
Excellent street tree

Moderate to
rapid
Rapid

Excellent ornamental; many varieties
available
Very high wildlife value

Moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Slow
Moderate to
rapid
Rapid
Moderate

Excellent ornamental; many varieties
available
Excellent native ornamental with four season
character/interest
Showy flowers appear before leaves
Requires high moisture
Tolerates urban conditions, such as air
pollution, drought, heat, and wind
Requires wetland habitat
Tolerates urban conditions; branches contain
large thorns

Name

Scientific
Name
Acer palmatum

Height
(ft.)
15-25

Syringa
reticulata
Sorbus
aucuparia

20-30

Nannyberry
Viburnum

Viburnum
lentago

15-30

White
Spring

Purpleleaf
Plum
Pussy Willow

Cistena prunus

12-15

Salix discolor

20-30

Saucer
Magnolia

Magnolia
soulangiana

15-30

Serviceberry

Amelanchier
arborea
Viburnum
sieboldii
Magnolia
stellata
Hamamelis
virginiana

10-25

Pink
Spring
Catkins
Spring
White/
Pink
Spring
White
Spring
White
Spring
White
Spring
Yellow
Fall

Japanese
Maple
Japanese Tree
Lilac
Mountain Ash

Siebold
Viburnum
Star Magnolia
Witchhazel

20-40

15-30
15-20
15-30

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Purple
Spring
White
Spring
White
Spring

Samara
Summer
Capsules
Summer
Orange
Berries
Summer
Black Berry
Fall

Sun/part
shade
Sun

Well drained

Growth
Rate
Slow

Well drained

Moderate

Sun

Well drained

Moderate

Showy specimen with attractive fruit and an
interesting texture

Sun/part
shade

Moderate

High wildlife value, works well in shrub
borders and for naturalizing

Small Plum
Summer
Pendent
Summer
Capsules
Summer

Sun

Moderately
poor/well
drained
Moderately well
drained
Moderately
poorly drained
Moderately well
drained

Moderate

Showy specimen

Red Berries
June
Black Drupe
Fall
Capsules
Summer
Capsules
Winter

Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun

Sun
Sun

Sun or
shade

App-8

Rapid

Cultural Notes
Excellent ornamental with many uses, good
specimen tree
Most trouble free of lilacs

Tolerates wet conditions

Moderate

Good small specimen tree with very showy
flowers

Well drained

Moderate

Well drained

Moderate to
rapid
Slow

Flowers before leaves, berries provide high
wildlife value
High wildlife value, works well in shrub
borders and for naturalizing
Very showy flowers before leaves

Moderately well
drained
Moderately well
drained

Moderate

Fragrant fall flowers after leaves drop;
prefers high moisture

Table 5: Evergreen Trees
Name

Scientific
Name
Ilex opaca

Height
(ft.)
15-30

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Inconsp.
Spring

Sun/part
shade

Arborvitae

Thuja
occidentalis

40-60

Austrian Pine

Pinus nigra

35-50

Canadian
Hemlock

Tsuga
canadensis

40-70

Colorado
Spruce

Picea pungens

30-60
(to 135)

Douglas Fir

Psudotsuga
menziesii

40-80
(to 200)

Eastern White
Pine

Pinus strobus

50-80
(to 150)

Japanese
Black Pine

Pinus
thunbergiana

20-80

Norway
Spruce

Picea abies

Red
Cones
Spring
Small
Cones
Spring
Small
Cones
Spring
Red
Cones
Spring
Red
Cones
Spring
Red
Cones
Spring
Small
Cones
Spring
Small
Cones
Spring

Red
Berries
Fall
Cones
Fall

American
Holly

40-60
(to 100)

Well drained

Growth
Rate
Slow

Need male and female plants for berries

Sun

Well drained

Moderate

Prefers considerable soil moisture

Cones
Fall

Sun

Well drained

Moderate

Tolerates urban conditions and many
different soil conditions

Cones
Fall

Part sun/
shade

Well/poorly
drained

Moderate

Needs high moisture; current problems with
the wooly adelgid insect in the northeast

Cones
Fall

Sun/part
shade

Slow

Cones
Fall

Sun

Moderately
poor/ well
drained
Moderately well
drained

Cones
Fall

Sun/part
shade

Cones
Fall

Sun

Cones
Fall

Sun

Moderately
poor/
well drained
Well drained

Moderately well
drained
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Cultural Notes

High wildlife value; needs acid soils;
tolerates drought conditions

Moderate

High wildlife value; prefers good soils and
atmospheric moisture

Fast

Very high wildlife value; prefers acid soils;
not tolerant of urban conditions and salt

Moderate

Tolerates salt

Moderate/fast Used as a specimen or windbreak; interesting
form

Name

Scientific
Name
Juniperus
virginiana

Height
(ft.)
40-50

Scotch Pine

Pinus sylvestris

30-60

White Spruce

Picea glauca

40-60

Red Cedar

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Red
Cones
Spring
Small
Cones
Spring
Red
Cones
Spring

Blue Berries
Fall

Sun

Moderately/
well drained

Cones
Fall

Sun

Well drained

Moderate

Cones
Fall

Sun/part
shade

Moderately
poor/ well
drained

Moderate

App-10

Growth
Rate
Moderate

Cultural Notes
Very high wildlife value; tolerant of adverse
conditions and poor soils
Prefers acid soils; tolerates poor soils;
interesting form and color make it a good
specimen tree
Needs acid soils; high wildlife value; tolerant
of wind, heat, cold, drought, and crowding

Table 6: Large Deciduous Trees
Name
American
Sycamore
Beech

Scientific
Name
Platanus
occidentalis
Fagus spp.

Bitternut
Hickory

Carya
cordiformis

Height
(ft.)
75-100
(to 150)
50-70
(to 120)
50-75
(to 100)

Black Cherry

Prunus
serotina

50-60
(to 100)

White
Spring

Black Oak

Quercus
velutina
Nyssa
sylvatica

75-100

Catkins
Spring
Inconsp.
Spring

Black Tupelo

Black Walnut

Juglans nigra

Black Willow

Salix nigra

Butternut

Juglans
cinera
Quercus
montana

Chestnut Oak

Chinese
Chestnut

Castanea
mollissima

30-50
(to 100)
50-75
(to 150)
35-50
40-60
(to 100)
50-75

40-60

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Inconsp.
Spring
Yellow
Spring
Catkins
Spring

Seed Ball
Summer
Nuts
Fall
Nuts
Fall

Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade

Well/poorly
drained
Well drained

Black
Berry
Summer
Acorns
Fall
Blue
Berries
Summer
Nuts
Fall
Pendent
Summer
Nuts
Fall
Acorn
Fall

Sun

Catkins
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Catkins
Spring

Chestnut
Fall

Moderately
poor/ well
drained
Moderately
well drained

Growth
Rate
Rapid

Cultural Notes

Slow

Needs high moisture and rich soils; grows very
large; interesting color and form
High wildlife value; large, slow growing,
excellent specimen
Fastest growing of the hickories

Rapid

Very high wildlife value

Slow

Sun/part
shade
Sun/part
shade

Moderately
well drained
Moderately
well drained

Moderate

Very high wildlife value

Moderate

Showy fall color

Sun

Moderately
well drained
Poorly drained

Rapid

Very high wildlife value

Rapid

Very high wildlife value

Rapid

Very high wildlife value, excellent shade tree

Slow

Very high wildlife value

Sun
Sun
Sun/part
shade
Sun
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Moderately
well drained
Moderately
poor/ well
drained
Well drained

Moderate

Blight resistant; edible nuts

Name

Scientific
Name
Aesculus
hippocastanum

Height
(ft.)
35-50

Larix laricina

40-80

Eastern
Cottonwood

Populus
deltoides

75-100

Elm Hybrids

Ulmus spp.

50-70

Inconsp.
Spring

English Oak

Quercus robur

Ginkgo

Ginkgo biloba

40-60
(to 100)
50-80

Gray Birch

Betula
populifolia
Fraxinus
pennsylvanica

Common or
European
Horsechestnut
Eastern Larch
(Tamarack)

Green Ash

Hackberry

Celtis
occidentalis

Honey Locust

Gleditsia
triacanthos
Ostrya
virginiana
Tilia americana

Ironwood
Linden

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Red
Spikes
Spring
Red
Cones
Spring
Catkins
Spring

Chestnut
Fall

Sun/part
shade

Well drained

Cones
Fall

Sun

Moderate to
poorly drained

Moderate

Needs high moisture; tolerates wet conditions;
not tolerant of urban conditions

Capsules
Summer

Sun

Well/poorly
drained

Rapid

Sun/part
shade

Well/poorly
drained

Rapid

Catkins
Spring
Inconsp.
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Inconsp.
Spring

Small
Samara
Summer
Acorn
Fall
Plum
(female only)
Nutlet
Summer
Samara
Summer

High wildlife value; tolerates urban conditions;
short lived species; also known as Eastern
Poplar
Tolerates urban conditions; resistance to Dutch
Elm disease yet to be proven for all hybrids

Sun

Well drained

Slow

Tolerates urban conditions

Sun

Slow

Tolerates urban conditions; pest free; brilliant
fall color; interesting form
Very high wildlife value; does well in poor
soils and difficult sites
Transplants well and grows almost anywhere;
seedless varieties are available

40-60
(to 100)

Inconsp.
Spring

Purple Berry
Fall

Sun/part
shade

30-70

Inconsp.
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Yellow
Summer

Pods
Fall
Nutlet
Fall
Nutlike
Fall

Sun

Moderately
well drained
Well/poorly
drained
Moderately
poor/ well
drained
Moderately
poor/ well
drained
Moderately
well drained
Moderate to
poorly drained
Well drained

20-40
50-60

25-40
(to 60)
60-80

Sun
Sun

Sun/part
shade
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Growth
Rate
Moderate

Rapid
Rapid

Moderate/
Rapid
Rapid
Slow
Moderate/
Rapid

Cultural Notes
Tolerates urban conditions

Very high wildlife value; tolerates urban
conditions
Tolerates urban conditions; thornless varieties
available
Tolerates urban conditions; works well for
naturalizing; needs high moisture
Tolerates urban conditions; good for shade

Name

Scientific
Name
Tilia cordata

Height
(ft.)
60-70
75-100

Red Maple

Carya
tomentosa
Betula
papyrifera
Quercus
palustris
Acer rubra

Red Oak

Quercus rubra

River Birch

Betula nigra

40-70

Sassafras

Sassafras
albidum

30-60

Scarlet Oak

Quercus
coccinea
Carya ovata

50-75

Little Leaf
Linden
Mockernut
Hickory
Paper Birch
Pin Oak

Shagbark
Hickory
Sourwood
Sugar Maple

Oxydendrum
arboreum
Acer
saccnarum

50-75
(to 120)
60-70
(to 100)
40-60
(to 120)
75-100

60-80
(to 120)
25-30
60-75
(to 120)

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Yellow
Summer
Catkins
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Red
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Racemes
Spring

Nutlike
Fall
Nuts
Fall
Pendant
Summer
Acorn
Fall
Samara
Summer
Acorn
Fall
Nutlet
Summer
Blue
Drupes
Summer
Acorn
Fall
Nut
Fall
Capsule
Fall
Samara
Summer

Sun/part
shade
Sun

Well drained

Catkins
Spring
Catkins
Spring
White
Summer
Yellow
Spring

Moderately well
drained
Well drained

Sun
Sun

Well/poorly
drained
Well/poorly
drained
Moderately well
drained
Moderately well
drained
Well drained

Part sun/
shade
Sun/part
shade
Part shade
Sun/part
shade
Sun
Sun/part
shade
Sun or
shade
Sun or
shade

Moderately well
drained
Moderately poor/
well drained
Moderately well
drained
Well drained
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Growth
Rate
Moderate/
Rapid
Slow
Moderate/
Rapid
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate

Moderate
Slow
Slow
Slow

Cultural Notes
Tolerates urban conditions; good for shade;
popular street tree
High wildlife value
Showy white bark; very high wildlife value
Very high wildlife value; somewhat tolerant of
urban conditions
Showy fall color; very high wildlife value;
prefers slightly acidic and moist soils
Very high wildlife value
Prefers high moisture; good specimen with
showy bark
Fragrant flowers and leaves; showy fall color;
good for naturalizing areas
Showy fall color; very high wildlife value
Very high wildlife value; interesting form and
bark
Green foliage turns red in the fall
Showy fall color; very high wildlife value; not
very salt tolerant

Name

Scientific
Name
Liquidambar
styraciflua
Liriodendron
tulipifera

Height
(ft.)
60-75
(to 120)
70-90
(to 150)

White Oak

Quercus alba

Zelkova

Zelkova
serrata

50-80
(to 100)
50-80

Sweetgum
Tulips Tree

Flowers

Fruit

Sun

Soils

Yellow
Spring
Tulip
Cone
Spring
Catkins
Spring
Inconsp.
Spring

Seed Ball
Summer
Samara
Cone
Summer
Acorn
Fall
Inconsp.
Summer

Sun

Well/poorly
drained
Moderately
well drained

Sun

Sun/part
shade
Sun
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Moderately
well drained
Moderately
well drained

Growth
Rate
Moderate
Rapid

Slow
Moderate

Cultural Notes
Good specimen tree; needs large area for root
development
Fall color; needs high moisture; can be weak
wooded; best used in large areas
Very high wildlife value
Similar in form to American Elm

Table 7: The Relative Salt Tolerance of Trees and Ornamentals
Low salt tolerance
(0-2,000 ppm chloride)
Alder
Beech
Black Walnut
Boxwood
Eastern Larch
Filbert
Little Leaf Linden
Red Maple
Speckled Alder
Spirea
Sugar Maple
Viburnum
Wintergreen Barberry

Moderate salt tolerance
(2,000-5,000 ppm chloride)
Arbor Vitae
Beech
Birch
Boxelder Maple
Cottonwood
Creeping Juniper
Douglas Fir
Green Ash
Scotch Pine
White Spruce

Source: National Cooperative Highway Research Program, 1991
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Good salt tolerance
(5,000-6,000 ppm chloride)
English Oak
Hawthorne
Honey Locust
Red Oak
Scotch Elm
White Oak

Table 8: Plants to be Avoided
Trees
Name
Black Locust
Cypress Spurge
Norway Maple

Latin Name
Robinia pseudoacacia
Euphorbia
cyparissias
Acer platanoides

Silver Poplar
Tree of Heaven

Populus alba
Ailanthus altissima

Shrubs and Vines
Name
Latin Name
Amur Honeysuckle
Lonicera maackii
Autumn Olive
Elaeagnus umbellata

Herbaceous Annuals and Perennials
Name
Latin Name
Bishop’s Weed
Aegopodium podagraria
Common Reed
Phragmites australis

Bittersweet Night
Shade
Black Swallow-wort
Common Barberry
Common Buckthorn
European Buckthorn
Glossy Buckthorn
Japanese Barberry
Japanese
Honeysuckle
Morrow’s
Honeysuckle
Morrow’s Xtatatian
Honeysuckle (hybrid)
Multiflora Rose
Oriental Bittersweet
Porcelain Berry

Solanum dulcamara

Garlic Mustard

Alliaria petiolata

Cynanchum louiseae
Berberis vulgaris
Rhamnus cathartica
Frangula alnus
Rhamnus frangula
Berberis thunbergii
Lonicera japonica

Japanese Knotweed
Leafy Spurge
Purple Loosestrife
Yellow Iris

Polygonum cuspidatum
Euphorbia esula l.
Lythrum salicaria
Iris psudacorus

Russian Olive
Smooth Buckthorn
Tatarian Honeysuckle
Winged Euonymus

Lonicera morrowii
Lonicera xbella
Rosa multiflora
Celastrus orbiculata
Ampelopsis
brevipedunculata
Elaeagnus angustifolia
Rhamnus cathartica
Lonicera tatarica
Euonymus alatus

Source: Plant Evaluation Subcommittee of the Massachusetts Invasive Plant Working Group, 2003

App-16

Table 9: Massachusetts Prohibited Plant List as of January 2006
**Effective January 1, 2006: The importation of the plants listed below are banned by the listed
[importation ban] date. The one and three year propagation ban phase-out dates listed -are
allowed only on plants that have entered the state prior to the listed importation ban date and
remain in the channels of trade within the Commonwealth.
Source: http://www.mass.gov/agr/farmproducts/Prohibited_Plant_Index2.htm

Latin Name
Acer platanoides
Acer pseudoplatanus
Aeginetia
Aegopodium podagraria
Ageratina adenophora
Ailanthus altissima
Alectra Thunb.
Alliaria petiolata
Alternanthera sessilis
Ampelopsis
brevipedunculata
Anthriscus sylvestris
Arthraxon hispidus
Asphodelus fistulosus
Avena sterilis
Azolla pinnata
Berberis thunbergii
Berberis vulgaris
Cabomba caroliniana
Cardamine impatiens
Carex kobomugi
Carthamus oxyacantha
Bieb.
Caulerpa taxifolia
Celastrus orbiculatus
Centaurea biebersteinii
Chrysopogon aciculatus
Commelina benghalensis
Crupina vulgaris
Cuscuta
Cynanchum louiseae
Cynanchum rossicum
Digitaria abyssinica

Common Name
Norway maple
Sycamore maple
Bishop's goutweed;
bishop's weed; goutweed
crofton weed
Tree of Heaven
Garlic mustard
Sessile joyweed
Porcelain-berry; Amur
peppervine
Wild chervil
Hairy joint grass;
jointhead; small
carpetgrass
onion weed
animated oat
mosquito fern
Japanese Barberry
Common barberry;
European barberry
Carolina Fanwort; fanwort
Bushy rock-cress;
narrowleaf bittercress
Japanese sedge; Asiatic
sand sedge
wild safflower
Oriental bittersweet; Asian
or Asiatic bittersweet
Spotted knapweed
pilipiliula
Benghal dayflower
common crupina
Dodder
Black Swallow-wort;
Louise's swallow-wart;
Autumn olive
European swallow-wort;
pale

Importation Ban

Propagation Ban

July 1, 2006
July 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2009
January 1, 2009
January 1, 2006

July 1, 2006

January 1, 2009

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
July 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2009

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
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Digitaria scalarum
Digitaria velutina
Drymaria arenarioides

African couch grass
velvet fingergrass
alfombrilla
Brazilian waterweed;
Egeria densa
Brazilian eloda
Eichhornia azurea
anchored waterhyacinth
Elaeagnus umbellata
Autumn Olive
Emex australis
three-cornered jack
Emex spinosa
devil's thorn
Hairy willow-herb;
Epilobium hirsutum
Codlins and Cream
Winged euonymus;
Euonymus alatus
Burning Bush
Euphorbia esula
Leafy Spurge; Wolf's Milk
Euphorbia cyparissias
Cypress spurge
Hair fescue; fineleaf sheep
Festuca filiformis
fescue
European buckthorn;
Frangula alnus
glossy buckthorn
Galega officinalis
goatsrue
Sea or horned poppy;
Glaucium flavum
yellow horn poppy
Tall mannagrass; reed
Glyceria maxima
mannagrass
Heracleum mantegazzianum Giant hogweed
Hesperis matronalis
Dames Rocket
Homeria
Cape tulip
Humulus japonicus
Japanese hops
Hydrilla; water-thyme;
Hydrilla verticillata
Florida elodea
Hygrophila polysperma
Miramar weed
Imperata brasiliensis
Brazilian satintail
Ipomoea aquatica Forsk.

Chinese waterspinach

Iris pseudacorus
Ischaemum rugosum
Lagarosiphon major

Yellow Iris
murain-grass
oxygen weed
Broad-leafed pepperweed;
tall pepperweed
Asian sprangletop
Border privet
ambulia
Japanese honeysuckle
Amur honeysuckle
Morrow’s honeysuckle
Tatarian honeysuckle

Lepidium latifolium

Leptochloa chinensis
Ligustrum obtusifolium
Limnophila sessiliflora
Lonicera japonica
Lonicera maackii
Lonicera morrowii
Lonicera tatarica
Lonicera x bella [morrowii
Bell’s honeysuckle
x tatarica]
Lycium ferrocissimum
African boxthorn

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

July 1, 2006

January 1, 2009

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
*Permit required contact Department
*January 1, 2006
July 1,2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
*Permit required contact Department
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2007
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
July 1, 2006
July 1, 2006
July 1,2006
July 1,2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2009
January 1, 2009
January 1, 2009
January 1, 2009

July 1,2006

January 1, 2009

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
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Lysimachia nummularia
Lythrum salicaria
Melaleuca quinquenervia
Melastoma malabathricum
Microstegium vimineum
Mikania cordata
Mikania micrantha
Mimosa diplotricha
Mimosa invisa
Mimosa pigra L.
Miscanthus sacchariflorus
Monochoria hastata
Monochoria vaginalis
Myosotis scorpioides
Myriophyllum aquaticum
Myriophyllum
heterophyllum
Myriophyllum spicatum
Najas minor
Nassella trichotoma
Nymphoides peltata
Opuntia aurantiaca
Orobanche L.
Oryza longistaminata
Oryza punctata
Oryza rufipogon Griffiths
Ottelia alismoides
Paspalum scrobiculatum
Pennisetum clandestinum
Pennisetum macrourum
Trin.
Pennisetum pedicellatum
Trin.
Pennisetum polystachyon
Phalaris arundinacea
Phellodendron amurense
Phragmites australis
Polygonum cuspidatum
Polygonum perfoliatum
Potamogeton crispus

Creeping jenny;
moneywort
Purple loosestrife
melaleuca
Japanese stilt grass;
Nepalese browntop
mile-a-minute
mile-a-minute

July 1, 2006

January 1, 2009

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

giant sensitive plant
catclaw mimosa
Plume grass; Amur
July 1,2006
silvergrass
monochoria
January 1, 2006
pickerel weed
January 1, 2006
Forget-me-not
July 1,2006
Parrot-feather; waterfeather; Brazilian water- January 1, 2006
milfoil
Variable water-milfoil;
January 1, 2006
Two-leaved water-milfoil
Eurasian or European
water-milfoil; Spike water- January 1, 2006
milfoil
Brittle water-nymph; lesser
January 1, 2006
naiad
serrated tussock
January 1, 2006
Yellow floating heart
January 1, 2006
jointed prickly pear
January 1, 2006
broomrape
January 1, 2006
red rice
January 1, 2006
red rice
January 1, 2006
red rice
January 1, 2006
duck-lettuce
January 1, 2006
Kodo-millet
January 1, 2006
kikuyugrass
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2007
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2007
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

African feathergrass

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

kyasuma-grass

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

missiongrass
Reed canary-grass
Amur cork-tree
Common reed
Japanese knotweed;
Japanese arrowroot
Mile-a-minute vine or
weed; Asiatic Tearthumb
Crisped pondweed; curly
pondweed

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006

January 1, 2006
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Prosopis pallida
Prosopis reptans
Prosopis strombulifera
Prosopis velutina
Pueraria montana

kiawe
tornillo
Argentine screwbean

January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
Kudzu; Japanese arrowroot January 1, 2006
Lesser celandine; fig
Ranunculus ficaria
January 1, 2006
buttercup
Ranunculus repens
Creeping buttercup
January 1, 2006
Rhamnus cathartica
Common buckthorn
January 1, 2006
Robinia pseudoacacia
Black locust
January 1, 2006
Water yellowcress; great
Rorippa amphibia
January 1, 2006
yellowcress
Rosa multiflora
Multiflora rose
January 1, 2006
Rottboellia cochinchinensis itchgrass
January 1, 2006
Rubus fruticosus
wild blackberry complex January 1, 2006
Rubus moluccanus
wild blackberry
January 1, 2006
Wineberry; Japanese
Rubus phoenicolasius
January 1, 2006
wineberry; wine raspberry
Saccharum spontaneum
wild sugarcane
January 1, 2006
Sagittaria sagittifolia
arrowhead
January 1, 2006
Salsola vermiculata
wormleaf salsola
January 1, 2006
Salvinia auriculata
giant salvinia
January 1, 2006
Salvinia biloba
giant salvinia
January 1, 2006
Salvinia herzogii de la Sota giant salvinia
January 1, 2006
Salvinia molesta
giant salvinia
January 1, 2006
Tansy ragwort; stinking
Senecio jacobaea
January 1, 2006
Willie
Setaria pallidifusca
cattail grass
January 1, 2006
Setaria pumila
January 1, 2006
Solanum tampicense
wetland nightshade
January 1, 2006
Solanum torvum
turkeyberry
January 1, 2006
Solanum viarum
tropical soda apple
January 1, 2006
Sparganium erectum
exotic bur-reed
January 1, 2006
Spermacoce alata
borreria
January 1, 2006
Striga Lour.
witchweed
January 1, 2006
Trapa natans
Water-chestnut
January 1, 2006
Tridax procumbens
coat buttons
January 1, 2006
Tussilago farfara
Coltsfoot
January 1, 2006
Urochloa panicoides
liverseed grass
January 1, 2006
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January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006
January 1, 2006

Table 10: Macronutrients
Macronutrient
Nitrogen
Phosphorus
Potassium
Calcium
Magnesium
Sulfur

Effect
Promotes green leaves and stems
Used in the production of roots, flowers and fruit
Aids in flowering and fruiting, sturdiness, disease, and
stress resistance
Aids in cell manufacturing
A primary element in the development of seed and
chlorophyll
A primary element of proteins and contributes to the green
color

Source: Southern Urban Forestry Associates

Table 11: Micronutrients
Micronutrient
Iron
Manganese
Zinc
Molybdenum
Boron
Chlorine
Copper
Carbon
Oxygen
Hydrogen
Source: Southern Urban Forestry Associate
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EXCERPTS OF THE AMHERST ZONING BYLAW
with regard to Landscape Design and Regulation
The Amherst Zoning Bylaw contains landscape design standards, which include the purpose,
location, and size of vegetative plantings. In addition to general guidelines, there are additional
guidelines that apply to applications under review by the Design Review Board, the Special
Permit Granting Authority, and the Planning Board. The Zoning Bylaw is available for view
online at http://www.amherstma.gov/departments/Planning/bylaw.asp

Article 3 Use Regulations
(From Section 3.2041 - Design Review Standards)

3.2041-3

Relation of Structures and Spaces
The relation of a structure to the open space between it and adjoining structures
should be compatible with such relations in the surroundings.

3.2041-5

Landscape
Any proposed landscape development or alteration should be compatible with the
character and appearance of the surrounding area. Landscape and streetscape
elements, including topography, plantings and paving patterns, should provide
continuity and definition to the street, pedestrian areas and surrounding landscape.

3.2041-6

Scale
The scale of a structure or landscape alteration should be compatible with its
architectural or landscape design style and character and that of the surroundings.
The scale of ground-level design elements such as building entryways, windows,
porches, plazas, parks, pedestrian furniture, plantings and other street and site
should be determined by and directed toward the use, comprehension and
enjoyment of pedestrians.

3.2041-7

Directional Expression
Building facades and other architectural and landscape design elements shall be
compatible with those of others in the surrounding area with regard to the dominant
vertical or horizontal expression or direction related to use and historical or cultural
character, as appropriate.

3.2041-8

Architectural and Site Details
Architectural and site details include signs, lighting, pedestrian furniture, planting
and paving, along with materials, colors, textures and grade shall be treated so as to
be compatible with the original architectural and landscape design style of the
structure or site and to preserve and enhance the character of the surrounding area.
In the downtown business districts, these details should blend with their
surroundings to create a diverse, functional and unified streetscape.
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Article 6 Dimension Regulations
(From Section 6.2 – Fences)
6.21

Plantings/Shrubbery - Landscape plantings shall be permitted in the required yards
subject to the conditions and requirements of Sections 6.23 and 6.27.

6.23

All privately owned fences or walls shall be erected on private property and shall
be no closer to any public sidewalk than thirty (30) inches. No landscape plantings
shall intrude into or over a public sidewalk for a height of eight feet above the
sidewalk.

6.27

On corner lots, no fence, wall or landscape/plantings shall be located within the
clear sight triangle so as to obstruct visibility at the intersection in a manner that
will jeopardize the safety of vehicles and pedestrians. The clear sight triangle is
that area formed by the intersecting street lines and a straight line joining said street
line at a point twenty-five (25) feet distant from the point of intersection of street
lines.
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Article 7 Parking & Access Regulations
(From Section 7.1 - Design Standards and Landscape Standards)
The purposes of this section are to ensure:
•
•
•
•
•

the safe and efficient flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic
the separation of parking areas from abutting streets
visual relief from expanses of unbroken blacktop and vehicles
proper drainage and snow removal, and
general visual enhancement of parking areas

7.11

Landscape Standards [for parking]

7.110

Parking areas of 10 or more spaces shall provide a minimum of 10 percent of the
total parking area as landscaped open space (this may be included in the calculation
of open space area under Table 3: Dimensional Regulation: Maximum Lot
Coverage.

7.111

Parking areas of 25 or more spaces shall provide landscaped islands of a minimum
width of four feet, with raised curbs, throughout the parking area for the purposes
of:
•
•
•
•
•

7.112

defining parking lot entrances
defining the ends of a portion of the parking aisles
defining the location and pattern of primary internal access drives
separating parking spaces within long rows of spaces, and
separating some of the rows of parking spaces from other rows

Screening: parking areas with 5 or more spaces shall provide effective screening of
the parking area from the adjacent streets or properties. Such screening may be
accomplished by: depression in grade 3 feet or more; a hedge or wall; or any type
of appropriate natural or artificial permanent division. Any required screening
barrier shall not be less than 3 feet high. Screening shall not be located to obstruct
driver visions so as to impair safety at intersections or driveway entrances or exits.
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Site Plan Review regulations are applicable to certain proposed developments in accordance with
Section 3.3. The plans for these developments are generally required to provide information
regarding landscape design as it relates to erosion and sediment control, drainage recharge
features and provisions to prevent loss of recharge, and the use of vegetation as a visual buffer
and/or as a climatic control. The specific criteria that pertain to landscaping include:

Article 11 Administration and Enforcement
(From Section 11.2 - Site Plan Review)
11.2414

Provision of adequate landscaping, including the screening of adjacent residential
uses, provision of street trees, landscaped islands in the parking lot and a landscape
buffer along the street frontage.

11.2415

Adequacy of the soil erosion plan and any plan for protection of steep slopes, both
during and after construction.

11.2416

Protection of adjacent properties by minimizing the intrusion of air and water
pollution, flood, noise, odor, dust and vibration through appropriate site and
structure design and use of appropriate design and materials for containment,
ventilation, filtering, screening, sound-proofing, sound-dampening and other similar
solutions.

11.2417

Protection of adjacent properties by minimizing the intrusion of lighting, including
parking lot and building exterior lighting, through the use of cut-off luminaries, light
shields, lowered height of light poles, screening or similar solutions.

11.2421

The development shall be reasonably consistent with respect to setbacks, placement
of parking, landscaping and entrances/exits with surrounding buildings and
development.

11.2424

Screening shall be provided for storage areas, loading docks, dumpsters, rooftop
equipment, utility buildings and similar features.

Section 11.3 Maintenance of Common Areas, Landscaping and Improvements
11.30

The recipient of any permit under this Bylaw, or any successor, shall be responsible
for maintaining all common areas, landscaping and other improvements or facilities
required by this Bylaw or any permit issued in accordance with its provisions.
Those areas, improvements, or facilities for which an offer of dedication to the
public has been accepted by the appropriate public authority are excluded. Such
improvements shall include, but are not limited to, private roads and parking areas,
water and sewer lines, passive and active recreational facilities, and vegetation and
trees used for screening and landscaping. Such improvements shall be properly
maintained so that they can be used in the manner intended. Vegetation and trees
indicated on approved site plans shall be replaced if they die or are destroyed.

11.31

The minimum planting size for landscaping material shall be 1-1/2” caliper for trees
and 5 gallons for shrubs. The Amherst Landscaping Guidelines should be used for
reference in the preparation of landscaping plans.
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Town of Amherst
Wetlands Protection Review
Streams, bodies of water, land under water, floodplains, and other lands bordering
vegetated wetlands are regulated under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. In
Amherst, certain other isolated or perched wetlands are also regulated under a local
Wetlands Protection Bylaw. Construction or other development, including the removal
and planting of vegetation, in or near (100’ for wetlands and intermittent streams, 200’
for perennial streams and bodies of water) any of these areas requires a permit from the
Amherst Conservation Commission. Application forms and information on current filing
fees for wetland protection review are available from the Conservation Department. The
Commission recommends that wetland review take place early in the development
process so that the applicant is clear about the limits or work before beginning design
work.
Request for Determination of Applicability
Applicants proposing work on any property containing possible wetlands as described
above must file a one-page “Request for Determination of Applicability” with the
Conservation Commission. The Commission will visit the site to determine if there are
wetlands on the property and if the proposed work will have an impact on the wetlands.
A decision will be made at a regularly scheduled Commission meeting within 21 days of
receiving the request.
In the event of a negative determination, indicating that there are no wetlands present or
that there will be no impact on wetlands resulting from the proposed work, the applicant
may proceed with construction, assuming other relevant permits have been obtained.
A positive determination by the Commission, however, indicates the existence of
wetlands or the likelihood that work on the property will impact a wetland. In this event,
the Commission may either authorize construction under certain stipulated conditions or
ask the applicant to file a “Notice of Intent” to commence work and await a second
review before any work begins.
Notice of Intent
Within 21 days of receiving the “Notice of Intent” from an applicant, the Conservation
Commission will revisit the site and hold a public hearing. The applicant must pay a
filing fee for this review as well as the cost of publishing a hearing notice in the
newspaper, and must obtain a list of abutters from the Town Assessor’s office. The
published notice must appear at least 14 days before the hearing.
By majority vote, the Commission will issue a decision on the project, known as the
“Order of Conditions,” within 21 days after the public hearing is closed. The conditions
outlined by the Commission will be forwarded to the appropriate Town permit-granting
authorities (the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, or Building Commissioner)
for consideration in any other permitting decisions.
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EXCERPTS FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS (MGL)
Chapter 87: Section 1 Public shade trees; definition
Section 1: All trees within a public way or on the boundaries thereof including trees
planted in accordance with the provisions of section 7 shall be public shade trees; and
when it appears in any proceeding in which the ownership of or rights in a tree are
material to the issue, that, from length of time or otherwise, the boundaries of the
highway cannot be made certain by records or monuments, and that for that reason it is
doubtful whether the tree is within the highway, it shall be taken to be within the highway
and to be public property until the contrary is shown.
Chapter 87: Section 2 Powers of tree wardens
Section 2: The tree warden of a town may appoint and remove deputy tree wardens. He
and they shall receive such compensation as the town determines or, in default thereof, as
the selectmen allow. He shall have the care and control of all public shade trees, shrubs
and growths in the town, except those within a state highway, and those in public parks or
open places under the jurisdiction of the park commissioners, and shall have care and
control of the latter, if so requested in writing by the park commissioners, and shall
enforce all the provisions of law for the preservation of such trees, shrubs and growths.
He shall expend all money appropriated for the setting out and maintenance of such trees,
shrubs and growths, and no tree shall be planted within a public way without the approval
of the tree warden, and in towns until a location therefore has been obtained from the
selectmen or road commissioners. He may make regulations for the care and preservation
of public shade trees and establish fines and forfeitures of not more than twenty dollars in
any one case for violation thereof; which, when posted in one or more public places, and,
in towns, when approved by the selectmen, shall have the effect of town by-laws.
Chapter 87: Section 5 Cutting down, trimming or removing bushes and small trees
Section 5: Tree wardens and their deputies, but no other person, may, without a hearing,
trim, cut down or remove trees, less than one and one half inches in diameter one foot
from the ground, and bushes, standing in public ways; and, if ordered by the mayor,
selectmen, road commissioners or highway surveyor, shall trim or cut down trees and
bushes, if the same shall be deemed to obstruct, endanger, hinder or incommode persons
traveling thereon or to obstruct buildings being moved pursuant to the provisions of
section eighteen of chapter eighty-five. Nothing contained in this chapter shall prevent
the trimming, cutting or removal of any tree which endangers persons traveling on a
highway, or the removal of any tree, if so ordered by the proper officers for the purpose
of widening the highway and nothing herein contained shall interfere with the
suppression of pests declared to be public nuisances by section eleven of chapter one
hundred and thirty-two, including the Dutch elm disease.
Source: www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/index.htm
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Chapter 40: Section 15C Scenic road designations; improvements; fines
Section 15C. Upon recommendation or request of the planning board, conservation
commission or historical commission of any city or town, such city or town may
designate any road in said city or town, other than a numbered route or state highway as a
scenic road; provided, however, that a numbered route may be designated by a city or
town as a scenic road if its entire length is contained within the boundaries of said city or
town, and no part of said route is owned or maintained by the commonwealth.
After a road has been designated as a scenic road any repair, maintenance,
reconstruction, or paving work done with respect thereto shall not involve or include the
cutting or removal of trees, or the tearing down or destruction of stone walls, or portions
thereof, except with the prior written consent of the planning board, or if there is no
planning board, the selectmen of a town, or the city council of a city, after a public
hearing duly advertised twice in a newspaper of general circulation in the area, as to time,
date, place and purpose, the last publication to occur at least seven days prior to such
hearing; provided, however, that when a public hearing must be held under the provisions
of this section and under section three of chapter eighty-seven prior to the cutting or
removal of a tree, such hearings shall be consolidated into a single public hearing before
the tree warden and the planning board, or if there is no planning board, the selectmen of
a town, or the city council of a city, and notice of such consolidated public hearing shall
be given by the tree warden or his deputy as provided in said section three of chapter
eighty-seven. Any city or town making said scenic road designation may make an
ordinance or by-law establishing that a violation of this paragraph shall be punished by a
fine not to exceed three hundred dollars.
Designation of a road as a scenic road shall not affect the eligibility of a city or town to
receive construction or reconstruction aid for such road pursuant to the provisions of
chapter ninety.
Source: http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/index.htm
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EXCERPTS OF THE
Amherst Town Center Streetscape Design Guidelines Manual
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Amherst Scenic Roads
(as voted at Town Meeting, November 4, 1974)
Amity Street
Bay Road
East Pleasant Street
East Leverett Road
Flat Hills Road
Harris Road
Henry Street
Leverett Road
Market Hill Road
Middle Street
Mill Street
Mill Lane
North East Street

Pine Street
Plumtree Road
Pomeroy Lane
Potwine Lane
Pulpit Hill Road
Sandhill Road
Shays Street
Shutesbury Road
Snell Street
South East Street
State Street
Station Road
Strong Street
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