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The20@Up dat e t oOpénBhaeerandiRecseatioaP(OSRP)
provides a foundation to guide future p@gand actions by examining the
T o w méed for nevor improved conservation areas, recreational facilitie
and preserved landn recent yearsAmhersthasexperience@n increase in
largelot residential development outside the traditional village centans
intensified use of conservation lands by residents, students and regiona
populationsand a dwindling of resources to manage Town facilit@ging
from conservation trails to sports fieldssammer pools.

To help balance the complexity of issues concerning developtaedt
preservation andommunity needs, this plgrovides an assessment of
existing conditions and trends in Amherst (Sectiof§, 8entifies the

C 0 mmu ncurternjtopen spce and recreation gogiSection 6),
conservation and recreatioeeds (Section 7and objectivegSection 8). A
synthesis of the entire plan is presented in Section $egemyear action
plan

This plan builds upon previo@pen Space and Recreatplans; consultatio
with the ConservatiorRlanning, and Leisure ServicesSupplemental
Education(LSSE)Departments; antivo years of public outreach through
meetings witHocal resident#n addition tovariousTown boards and
committees, in particutdhe Conservation CommissionSSE Commission,
Select Board and Planning Boardhep | an al so dr aws
Master Planning process that gathered citizen input through surveys,
community workshops, online questionnaires, and mbBrging this public
outreach anglanning four significant themes became evidémat helped
inform the objectiveand actions referenceal this plan:

x  Prioritize land preservation efforts

O N

x Complete contiguous blocks of farmland and preserved open. space

x Extendad i mprove the . .Townds trai

x Increase opportunities for active recreation

Philosophy

Although Amhersthas adong history of planning for both recreation and
conservation land#, is important to realize the distinction between preser
land aml recreational open spacéreserved lants managed by the
Conservation Department to mamayt
provide for passive recreation and outdoor activiigsh as hiking and
fishing without being dedicated solely to playifiglds or formal recreational
facilities. Preserved land may include woodlands, pastures, trails or high

ved

ai

<

n
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managed areas. Recreational open space is land set aside for either ac
recreation such as Ultimate Frisbee, lacroasd,baseballor for pasive
recreation such as picnicking and bird watchiAgtive recreational open
space is typically found on flat, walrained soils where the turf is manage
to maintain a level playing field.

The philosophy of open spaaadrecreation planning and peation in
Amhersthasthereforebeen established as follows:

X

Protected | and is essential t
well-being.Conservation | and hel ps
character, provides adequate land area for traditional and moderr]

d
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forms of outdoor recreation, and protects important wildlife habitat for

both game and negame speciesProtected farmland provides a

permanent base on which present and future farm businesses depend,

and helps fan suppored(i.e. grain/dairy processin equipment
repairs)businessemaintain a significant presence in Amherst and
adjacent towns. Protected land also ensures clean water for well
reservoirssupplyingTown drinking water.

Ambherst is tremendously diverse in its flora, landscapeslifejlénd
land use.Continued protection of all types open space and
farmland will help maintain that diversity in the face of mounting
development pressures.

Traditional resourcéased economic activities such as agriculture
forestry, and tradiinal forms of recreation such as fishing and
hunting continue to play major roles in Amhersthe Conservation
Commission and Conservation Department need to continue to h

5 and

and

elp

keep those traditions and their associated cultural practices viable by

working closely with farmers and farmland own#éosncourag the
farm economycarrying out ecologicalhgound forest and open land
wildlife habitat management on Town watershed landkethree
adjacent communitiesf Belchertown, PelhamandShutesburyand
renting out fields for farm production and community gardening.

Open space should not justthe land left over after developmehtit
preservedandthat isactively planned to contribute to the character
and quality of the ttoensu@the t ot
continued existence of a o6cri
to sustain traditional epurcebased economic activitiegecreation
and wildlife.

Preservinguinprotected open spaaad farmland in outlying areas of
townisoneaspct of A mbstablishedipmnnihgogoad
direct new growth toward existing developed cent@ilss preserves
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Amh er st o6settlemenpattayr (village centers separated by
open land) and reduces the need for continual expansion of expe
public utilities and servicess well as preventing suburban sprawl

Public conservation land serves as an important amenity for thosg
do not have sufficient private land of their own on which to recrea
and directly experience the outdoofhe provision of conservation

|l and close to home can al so Kk
the local economy money that might otherwise be spent traveling
of town or out of state to parks, open space, or other distant recre
destinations.

The protection of conservation land and farmland should go-inand
hand with attention to other town negsisch as the provision of low
and moderateost housing; the establishment of adequate playgro
facilities in existing or growing developed argastablishment of
active recreation sites for sports liddiimate Frisbee, lacrosse,
football, soccer, baseball, and swimming; and the protection and
enhancement of historical sites and landscapes.

Amher st 0 s newvaripbcandervatign lands andils, and its
extensive opportunities for outdoor recreation of all kinds, genera
an increasing need to coordinate and fund the management of

conservation lands and trail systems with recreation planning and
programming.

Emphasis shall be given toetiprotection of key wetlands, rivers and

tributaries, and associated ecosystems to ensalke habitat,
biodiversity, andwildlife corridors This includes the two major
watersheds of the Fort and Mill Rivers that drain Amherst into the
Connecticut Rive as well as the Lawrence Swasapdkey
tributaries.

As the resident population of Amherst continues to increase, the
number and extent of recreation and open space facilities also ne
increase in order to keep pace with community needs.
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A. Statement of Purpose

Amherst has engaged in active planning for open space and recreation ¢
t he | at e 1MfostOfs time, tHAmpjoritymd t he c o m
efforts at conservation land planning were aimed at acquiring and prese
critical lands such agreenbelts along streams and rivers, wetlands, uniqu
habitats, important wildlife habitat, and prime farmland. Community effo
for recreation focused on maintaining and improving existing facilities (of
facilities shared with the schisp for formal activerecreation and team
sporsd swimming pools, mixedise ball fields, etd. with only occasional
attempts to acquire new lands and expand capacity.

Amher st 0s wandeladgegrowthhe commun
creating newneed andtrends that will requira moresophisticated
coordinated approach to the provisiorpodserved landnd recreation
resources. To address these concerns, the Town has developed this pls
the following purposes:

x |dentify existing needs and goerns of residents in relation to
preserved landnd recreation areas

x ldentify specific goals and objectivédsat can be achieved through
reailting actions the Town will take

x Create &evenYear Action Plan tgprioritize open spacand
recreatiorprgects in order of need and importance

x Guide future conservationapdl anni ng ef forts
limited monetary resources

Overview of the Conservation Department and L eisure
Services and Supplemental Education (LSSE

The Conservation Departmemianages 828acres of conservation land,
including more than 40 open fields; maintains some 80 miles of footitrail
Amherst and regional trails in Leverett and Shutesthag been involved in
the acquisition of Agricultural Preservation Restrictiohd(R dhst)protect
over2,038acres of farmlandchas helped purchasonservation Restrictions
that protectl70 acres; coordinates a Town enemgynservation and
greenhouse gas emission reduction program; and carries out other relat
tasks.

Section 2.
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Themisson of the Town of Amherstos
Education (LSSE) Department is to cultivate the social, physical, intellec
and artistic development of children, youth and adtliis department offers
the majority of community services there is no YMCA or similar
organization in AmherstLSSE helps develop, coordinate, and manage th
majority of recreational activities, park related activities, and after school
programs in Amherst. These activite® offered on a seasonal basid an
take place on the seven recreational facilities in towhll River Recreation
Area, Pl um Br ook, Community Field,
Park, and the Cherry Hill Golf Coudeas wel | at t he B
Center andht theschools. The lage population of families, teenagers, and
retirees served by LSSE extends well beytiraboundaries of Amherst, as
evidenced by their quarterly brochure being direeiled to over 12,000
residents in the Pioneer Valley

Recent Open Space and RecreatiofProjects

The Town has accomplished the following open space and recreation pr
since 2004:

x Agricul tur al Preservation Res
Hart-Murphy - 42.5 acres
North Amherst Community Farri34.5 acres. CPA funds
Cowls APR- 45 acres
Tietjen- 28 acres

A Total Acres Preserved: 150

= =4 =4 -4

x Conservation Purchases

1 Simmons Property12.11 acres. Fee acquisitiaith
$136,000Self-Help funding

1 Smith Property 3.6 aces.Fee acquisition witlCPA and DCR
funding

1 East Leverett Bad- 28.6 acresFee acquisitn withCPAand
$427,000Self-help funding

A Total Acres Preserved: 44

x  Gifts
1 Tietjen Property 17 acres in Lawrence Swamp

x Conservation Area Improvements
1 Built ADA walkway at Orchard Arboretum Conservation Ar
1 Expanded ADA walkway at Larch Hill Consenati Area

LSéCﬁdhrze Serv
tual, -
Introduction

e

Groff Park,
angodés Commur

ojects

trictions (A
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x  Public Parks
1 Received a gift of the 3.6 acre Kendrick Park

x Recreation Activity
1 Expardedt he Townb6s recreation
programs through the LSSE Department.
1 Increasd program opportunities for special needs populatig
1 Addition of new programs for teen populations
1

Section 2.
Introduction

and

ns.

Exploredalternative funding sources through grants, donations,

gifts, and partnershigsargeted to recreatign

1 Increasd advertisement anpublic awareness of existing
leisure services, parks, and recreationallities in Amherst.

1 Accepted full management responsibility for the Cherry Hil
Golf Course a66-acre9-holecommunity course

1 Identified and planned for the acquisitionapfen spacgwhich

are of value and importance for active or passive recreation.

x Recreation Areas
1 Groff Park
A Construction of restroom facility2007
1 Kiwanis Park
A New multipurpose field 2004
A New softball field- 2005
1 Mill River Recreation Area
A Renovated basketball court8004
1 Plum Brook Recreation Area
A Renovated fields 2007
A Added parking lot for 100 additional vehicl&2007

x  Other

1 ExpardedTown trail system with the addition of four miles ¢
trails, such as thaew trail section in the Mill River
Conservation Areamproved a section of the Bekyard Trall
for bicycle useandexterdedthe Robert Frost Traib create
more access points near residential neighborhoods

1 Establiskeda new GIS mapping systeamd online GIS
Viewer, allowing the public an opportunity to interact with a
download maps for such thingsrmapping a hikag route or
locating recreational fields.

=Y
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B. Planning Process and Public Participation

This 20® update is the distillation of several prior drafts, meetings, and

surveys dating back to 1995 with the lastepted plan by the Massachuse
Division of Conservation Services (DCSJhe public outreach portion of th
update process began in spring 2007 with the establishment of a team fr
Conservation and Planning Department and the Leisure Services and
Supplemental Education (LSSE) Department coincided with a significan
public outreach campaign conduct
planning processThe team benefitted from working with the Open Space
and Recreatio(lOSRP)Work Group, a subcommittee of the Comprehensi

Plannhg Committeghatused extensive public comments and input to help

i nform Amher st 0 3hedecoanfendatibha of the@SRP |
Work Group have been incorporated into this plan.

The public outreach and participati@panning almost two yearscindes
two concentrated series of public meetings. The first seneonjunction
with the master planning process;luded fve public meetings held betwee
June and November, 200xhile the second seriéscused solely on the Ope
Space and Recreati Plan andncluded six public meetings between Marcl
and May, 2009 At these meetings participants reviewed open space and
recreation maps, discussech e ¢ o mgoalsand opjéctves, and
provided staff with recommendation$Specific community grqes invited to
participate includdthe

Agricultural Commission 1 Comprehensive Planning
Conservation Commission Committee work groups
LSSE Commission 1 Historical Commission
Department of Public 1 Community Preservation
Works Act Committee
1 PlanningBoard 1 Select Board

1 Sports Leagues

= =4 -8 9

Representatives from other towns and organizations, andffibated
communitymembersverealsoinvited to attendhese meetingsncluding
students fronthe colleges, parents of young children, and members of lo
Land Truss. Various activities designed to gather thoughts and ideas we
used at these meetings, including an exercise where participants were a
identify priority parceldy placing colored dots on a map that represented
good or bad areabreak out groupsand question and answer sessions.
Meetingswere held at various locatioasross towrand at different times
(weekendsevenings, and during the daa9 a means of attracting a wide
audience.During the Master Planning process informational survey as

mailed toa random selection @imost 700 residents to gather opinions and

suggestions about various topics related to the communisyructiors for
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this survey, in addition to English, included translationSpanish, Khmer,
Vietnamese, and Chinesforming thosewho needed a translator to contac
the ESL center at the Jones Librafjhis measure ensured that significant
minority populations in Amherst could complete the survey.

In order to reach residents who could not attend the meetéinggen Space
and RecreatioR| an webpage was hosted on
to June, 2008 and from February to June, 2009. Newsflashes and other
were used to direct the community to thebpagewhichincluded the
individual text sections ohe report, relevant maps, and an online comme
form so that suggestions and opinions could be submitted electronically
Conservation Departmenthe Department also welcomed comments in
writing, by phone or through email.

In addition to the recomendations fronthe varioudoards and committees
this planwas developed by David Ziomek, Director of Conservation and
Development, Linda Chalfant, LSSE Director, Jonathan Tucker, Plannin
Director, Niels LaCourformer Senior Plannefathaniel Malloy Associate
Planner, and\licia Johnsonformer Conservation InternMapping assistanc
was provided by Michael Olkin, GIS Coordingtand Mr. Malloy

t he
media
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to the
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A. Regional Context
(See Map 1: Regional Context)

Ambherst is a unique community combining the mgtand traditions of a rural

New England town with the urban amenities and cultural vitality of a maj
center for higher education. Amherst offers countless opportunities to e

Section 3.
Community
Setting

or
njoy

the peace and beauty of abundant natural resources and outdoor redreationa

activities. From any developed center or neighborhood in Amherst, it is
a few minutesdé walk to the field

The town comprises roughly 28 square miles on the eastern side of the
Connecticut River Valley, just under 100 miles due wé&aston.

Agricultural land occupies much of the northern, eastern, and southern
portions of town, continuing west into the Town of Hadley and northwest

only

S or t

into

the Town of SunderlandThe Mount Holyoke Range at the south end of tawn
makes a natural barrieetween Amherst and the towns of South Hadley and

Granby The Pelham Hills rise to the east toward the Quabbin Reiseaind
the LeveretiShutesbury hills rise to the north and northeast.

The Towno6s caongesrent reservoipspnl Skiutesbury aRelham,

which share some of the surface water, and from town wells in the Lawrence
Swamp Aquifer in Belchertown and South Amherst. Amherst works closely

with those towns in jointly protecting both surface and undergrdunding
watersupplies

Amheist is currently both a college community and an agricultural town,
has a history of smaf#icale mercantile and industrial activity. From the

colonial origins of the town to the founding of the Massachusetts Agricul
College in 1863 (later Massadeits State College and then the University

Massachusetts), agriculture has been an important element in shaping the

communityods economi c The brdversity Ancherst a
College, and Hampshire College provide much of the employméoivim
and occupy 3@ercentof the land baseSome of the recent residential
development in town serves University expansindemployees of the U.S
Fish and Wildlife Service in nearby Hadley.

a n dihatextendsvelh a

Amher st os preserved |

and

rural
of

pe

s a regi

beyond town lines, given the abundance of agricultural land, trail connegtions,

wildlife corridors, watershed areas, and recreation fields shared with

neighboring communities. The need for cooperative preservation of land for

open spacegcreation, and agricultural activitissimportant to the region
and the communityés f ut uvalewill reqlice
shorttermaction and ongoing management.
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B. History of the Community

Originally, the land that would beme Amherst was paof the 1661 Hadley
Plantatiorwith a northern boundary at Swampfield (Sunderibaderett)

establishedin 1673t was established and d
Commons in 1703, with an eastern boundary established in 1713 atIEqu
Lands (BelchertowaPelham) | n 17 3 4, It was forr

Precinct and incorporated as the separate district of Amherst in 1759 with the

southern boundary being established along Bay Road at the basé/aiuthie
Holyoke Range At this time, the community was named by Bay Colony
Governor Thomas Pownall for General Jeffery Amherst, a popular Britist
general in the French and Indian War. Amherst began functioning as a {
in 1775, but was not incorporated as an official Massachusettsutavin
1786, after the Revolutionary War.

Located on the edge of the central uplands and the Connecticut River V:
Amherstdeveloped aa mercantileand agricultural districtlater becoming ar
important college centeDistinctvillage centers devefied during the
Federal Period in North Amherst, West Amherst, East Amherst, and Sou
Amherst, and remain important business centers to@aigtmills, sawmills,
cotton and woolen mills, wood plane manufactories and numerous other
industriesdevelopd al ong Amher st 6s numelng
each center, a landmark Né&tassical church and stately houses were
constructed, many of which are well preserved today.

During the early 19th century, significant development of Amherst Cente
took place, including the establishment of Amherst College i11.182

Continued development of the town center occurred as railroad connecti
during the early industrial period created a depot district along Main Stre
East Village which produced palleaf and felt hats, leathboard, firearms,

lamp black, paper and other good$e town center has continued to thrive

with a broad array of shops and many restaurants, cafes, and bookstore
There are a variety of housing options, extensive transiceeand a small
but increasing number of technolelggsed companies that have developec
around the Universityos r(®esAppandxh
C-1: Optional Map A Town of Amherst Historical Development)

Amherst has taken a proactivae in historic and cultural preservation
especially within the last 30 years. In 1972, Amherst Town Meeting
established the Historical Co mmi
for the historicand culu r a | resour in2085 tleefAmHrsh e
Preservation Plan was approved, outlining specific priorities for the next
years. In 2006 Amherst held one the top five scores in the Commonweg
Capital Progr am. This reflects
and smart growth, gaing efforts toward the preservation of agricultural I3
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Amherst town government has also taken on a central role in the protecﬂiogéfction 3

agricultural land and open spasgh significant helgdrom adjacent towns;
state agenciesheValley Land Fund (Zounty conservation land trusthd
Kestrel Trust (a Qown land trust)the Pioneer Valley Planning Commissio
larger regional trusts like the American Farmland Traistl the Silvio O.
Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge. These efforts have been direct
toward the development of a coherent vallggle system of greenways,
protected farmland, amareserved lanthat functias as wildlife habitat,
scenic overlooks, and outdoor recreatiardlaThat system is still very much
a mosaic of protected public land and vulnerable private land, with much

work remaining to secure the most important farmland blocks, the Mount

Holyoke Range, and important natural features like the Eastman Brook
waterskedin north Amherst and Leverettlount Warner in Hadley, Mount
Toby in Leverett and Sunderland, and major river watersheds like that of
Mill River (ShutesburyLeverettAmherstHadley) and the Hop Broekort
River (BelchertowrAmherstHadley).

C. Poplation Characteristics

Because of the University and colleges, Amherst has a highly transitory
population, and is a regional center for employment, services, and educs
resources. In addition to the traditional level of visitation generateceby th
Uni versity, the c opleleepgeersd, taonudr issen
becoming an increasingly important destination for cultural and historica
tourism. Attractions such as the Emily Dickinson Museum; the Museum
Natural History and Meade AMuseum at Amherst College; the Eric Carle
Museum of Picture Book Arand the National Yiddish Book Centéiave
become increasingly popular destinations for people of all ages.

Being a regional destination needs to be seen as an opportunity asavell
burden. Amherst does not have the option of restricting the use of local
resources and facilities to Amherst residents. Planning for conservation
recreation must therefore assume
continuetoserveno only the communityds o
regi onal popul ati on. P e o préservedvland
and recreational facilities spend their money here, stay overnight in Amh
lodging, eat at Amherst restaurants, spendempn i n Amher st
and so f or préserved |@ndnd eecreatiod resources are a
foundation for local economic development.

There is also a growing interest in health and fitness, which demographi
trends will make imperativia the foreseeable future. Nationally, the post
WWII Baby Boom population cohort is aging, and their concern for their
health and fitness as they age has become, and will remain, a strong tre
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Amher st ds unique blend of wurban
characters making it a significant national destination for retireBemand

aS"é?;ﬁdnt3i_ es/ se

for interaction with nature and for organized outdoor and indoor recreation@Gommunity

only going b increase.

The purpose of this section is not simply to restate census information, b
illustrate the unique character of Amherst based on the influence of the
collegestherising number of LSSE programs asygbrts leagueshe growing
tourism sectg and the need to acquire additional land and facilities to
implementconservation rad recreation prioritiesDemographic factors and
statistics have been summarized and are described in the following
paragraphs.

Population

According to the U.S. Census Amher st 6 s (bhduding residept
studentsas estimated at 35,9623 @ercentincrease from the000 Census
popul ation of 34, 87 4 .nearlyloheauaieo ofthed
HampshireCounty population.The slow steady growthtein recent decade
is in stark contrast to a significant population jump in the mitichtury.

Ambherst experienced a population bobre gi nni ng i n the heg
maj ority of t heocqumedinthe524 agerbratkgtfhs w
growthcontinued into thd98® and 1990 ,with the 1524 agegroup
represernng over 50percentof theT o w rpdpslation increaseSuch a
dramatic increase was due to expanei@cllmentatthe educational
institutions,in particular the University of Massaasettswhich have shown
steady increases until recentlilthough the student population represente
such a significant portion of overall population grovitte student populatiot
in Amherst has been gradually decliningecent years While some stuehts
are yearound residents, clearly the transient student population is much
sizeable

Even with a transient student populatibiMass enrollment increases the tg
town population during the school months by as many as 30M00many
ofthee students counted in the Cen

population even though they may leave the area during school vacations

especially the summeiYet recent trends showdhthesummer population
does not decreasesdramatically ast oncedid becausetadents are
remaining in Amherst for seasonal employmendrertaking classes as
indicated by a increase in enrollmeiuringsummer sessions at the
university Also, college sport camps (falitimate Frisbeg baseball, tennis,
soccer, and lacsse, especiallyun by UMass and Amherst Collegave
gainedpopularitywith familiesthroughout the summgesignificantly adding
to the number of seasonal residents
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The Amherst populatiomay not be increasing as fast as it has in the past
it hasmore than tripled since 1950 (see Tahledlow). Three major
institutions of higher learning, the University of Massachusetts, Amherst
College, and Hampshire College have contributed significantly to the 20
year old population, comprising alm@& percentof the total (see Table 2,

' Bhction 3.
Community

t(Szé‘tting

below). In 2000 population counts included the University of Massachusetts

at 23,570studentsAmherst College at 1,6%Btudentsand Hampshire Colled
at 1,139 studentsThese institutions also contribute to a ranfdensities
found in Amherst, from highly urban (12,000 per sqg. mi.) to rural (200 pe
mi.). (See Appetix C-2: Optional MapBd 2000 U.S. Census Population
Density).

Environmental Justice Populations
(See Map 2: Environmental Justice Populations

e

r sq.

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, there are a number of block groups

that qualify as having environmental justice plapions that meet one,
two andthreeo f t h ecritesid. Bue e dage part to the university al
colleges in Amhersthere is a brad spectrum of nationalities and
ethnicities living in the communityMany students are now counted
towardt he Townédés resident popul at]
for the longterm. As students with limited employment and income, tf
reportedearnings are significantly lower than tstatewidemedian
income. Similarly, many international students consider Amherst the

home while they are attending these institutions, skewing the number

foreignborn and immigrant populations present yeamd in Amhersor
as longterm residents

A common trend that has been happening for years and contirulass
howevers that many students remain in Amherst after graduafidrese
students live and work in Amherst and become fully integratedheto
fabric of the community. The Town is aware of, and embraces, its di
population As seen in Map 2, the Environmental Justied) populations
of Amherst are distributed proportionally acrésan, with populations
meeting two or more criteria noentrated around UMass and the colleg
The EJ populations live in the same village centerd@nd center
alongside the remaining residents, and have access to the same utili
infrastructure, and open space amenities.
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The follpwing.ta_blesh el p pres ent a snaps h o t Sécti&ﬁ grac t e
population. It is important to note that with students comprising the majority
of the population during certain times of the year, it is difficult to draw a ful@ommunity
accurate picture of the yemund,_nonstudent population. Therefore, Setting
population counts represent estimates.
Table 11 Population Growth and Density in Amherst, 19562007
Year Population Growth Rate Population Density
(persons/ sq. mile)
1950 10,856 NA 392
1960 13,718 0.26 495
1970 26,331 0.92 951
1980 33,229 0.26 1,199
1990 35,228 0.06 1,272
2000 34,874 -0.01 1,259
2007 35,962 0.03 1299
Table 21 Amherst Population by Age (2000)
Age | Number | Total Percent (%)
0-4 993 2.85
5-9 1,208 3.46
1014 | 1,365 3.91
1519 | 7,571 21.71
20-24 | 10,768 30.88
2529 | 1,888 5.41
3034 | 1,351 3.87
3539 | 1,256 3.60
4044 | 1,502 4.31
4549 | 1,616 4.63
5054 | 1,421 4.07
55-59 953 2.73
60-64 668 1.92
6569 590 1.69
70-74 549 1.57
7579 474 1.36
80-84 309 0.89
85 plus| 392 1.12
Total | 34,874 100.00
HeY- /. Town of Amherst 14
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Table 3 i Amherst Population by Race (2000) Section 3.
Race Population Percent of' Total .
P Population Commumty
One Race 33,705 96.6% Setting
White 27,665 79.3%
Black/Afr. American 1,780 5.1%
Am.Ind./AK Native 74 0.2%
Asian & Pac.ls. 3,177 9.1%
Asian 3,144 9.0%
Hawaiian/Pac. Is. 33 0.1%
Other 1,009 2.9%
Multiracial 1,169 3.4%
Subtotal Minority Population 7,209 20.7%
Total 34,874 100.0%
Table 41 Language Spoken at Home (2000)
Language Number | Percent
Population 5 years and over 34,006 100.0%
English only 27,162 79.9%
Language other than English 6,844 20.1%
Speak English less than "very well" 2,075 6.1%
Spanish 2,159 6.3%
Speak English less than "very well" 607 1.8%
Other IndeEuropean languages 1,885 5.5%
Speak English less than "very well" 396 1.2%
Asian and Pacific Island languages 2377 7.0%
Speak English less than "very well" 1007 3.0%
Table 51 Nativity and Place of Birth (2000
Percent of Total
Place of Birth Number Population (34,874)
Native 30,268 86.8%
Born in United States 29,458 84.5%
State of residence 15,258 43.8%)
Different Saite 14,200 40.7%
Born outside United States 810 2.3%
Foreign born 4,605 13.2%)
Entered 1990 to 2000 2,686 7.7%
Naturalized citizen 1,415 4.1%
Not a citizen 3,190 9.1%
. Town of Amherst 15



Employment Section 3.
The three colleges employ over half of thkor forcein Amherst. The Commumty
second highest employment issocommodation and food services sector, Setting
employing oveB percent othe labor force (see Tabfe below). Retail
services, food services, and arts & entertainment are a small but stable
employment base that directly linked to the colleges and universitiéSee
Appendix G3: Optional Map @ Commercial, Retajland Industrial Zones).
The median family income in 2000 was $61,237, as compared to the county
income at $57,4804.S. Census BureauThe following excerpts from the
MassachusettSxecutive Office of Labor and Workforce Development
(EOLWD) using Employment and Wage (282) data describe employment
details as of 20Q7
Table 61 Employment Totals by Industry Sector NAICS Cale, 2007
Average
No. of Monthly Percent of | Average
Industry Establish | Employme | Employmen | Weekly
Description -ments nt t Wages
Agriculture, Forestry,
Fishing, Hunting, Mining 7 68 0.5% $374
Construction 25 175 1.2% $868
Manufacturing 8 51 0.3% $537
Wholesale Trade 15 31 0.2% $1,488
Retail Trade 71 946 6.5% $461
Transportation and
Warehousing 4 107 0.7% $746
Information 21 202 1.4% $710
Finance, Insurance, Real
Estate 68 428 2.9% $761
Professional and
Technical Services 95 304 2.1% $1,089
Administrative and Waste
Services 25 153 1.0% $667
Educational Services 49 8,425 57.6% $1,036
Health Care and Social
Assistance 74 950 6.5% $604
Arts, Entertainment, and
Recreation 14 570 3.9% $240
Accommodation and Foof
Service 74 1,192 8.2% $274
Other Services, Ex. Publi
Admin 213 641 4.4% $404
Public Administration 14 374 2.6% $1,041
Total, All Industries 777 14,617 1 $827
4 » . Town of Amherst 16
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A further breakdown including the laegt employers in Amherst in 2008

were:

Table 77 Largest Employers in Amherst, 2008

Approx. #
Product/Functi of
Business on Employees Notes
University of Massachusetts 4,823 FT,
(includes graduate students) Public University 7860 3,037 PT
Amherst College Private College 860 FT
Hampshire College Private College 428 FT and PT
Big Y Supermarket Supermarket 160170 40 FT
Center for Extended Care at
Ambherst Health 190
80 PT, the res
Atkins Country Farm Market Grocery 165 FT
Judi ebs Restaurant 85 35FT, 50 PT
Valley Medical Hedth 75 60 FT, 15 PT
1 (Due to Typically ~
Lord Jeffrey Inn Hotel/Restaurant renovations) | 80
Ambherst Post Office Federal Governmen 58 FT and PT
USDA Federal Governmen 63
Valley Transporter Transportation 40 10 FT, 30 PT
Bank of America Bank 12
New England Environmental Environmental
Inc. Consulting 16
Florence Savings Bank Bank 10
University Lodge Hotel 7
Ambherst Motel Hotel 3 _
Rafters Restaurant 50 10 FT; 40 PT
The Pub Restaurant 36 5FT,31PT

Amherst remains an attractiveramunity in which to live work, and raise a

Section 3.
Community
Setting

family, and in which to spend an engaged and interested maturity. Increased

student enroliment at UMass, in the past three years, has brought additi
18-24 year old students to town requiring more servicedagilities Young

farmers looking to purchase agricultural land are also attracted to this ar
the appeal of organic farming and products has increased within the vall
Several developments currently in the planning stages are marketed for
independent retirees and others over 3% a result of these attractions, the
has been an increase in a more diversified population and employment s

in Amherst.
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D. Growth and Development Patterns

Patterns and Trends

In the early 19th century, sixlldge centers gradually developed in the
Amherstareaas a result athe establishment of the land grant Massachuse
Agricultural College. As 1960 approached, growth began to accelerate ¢
the rapid expansion of the University of Massachusettsrengrowth of
Ambherst College and Hampshire Colled&ee Appendix €l: Optional Map
D& Development Stages 192007).

There have been several waveslefelopment, each about evedlyided
between standard frontage lots and actual subdivisions and apartm

complexes. This latter growth has occurred on outlying former farm lang
overgrown into second growth woodland. Many of the boundary areas
between former village centers and open land have been blurred by fron
lot development. In an effort to @@rve some of the scenic and essential
gualities of Amherstodés | andscape

tts

tage

a

acquisition program and aggressive zoning restrictions have been pursued

with the goal of preserving valuable open space and farmlasaf 1999,
ba®d on Massachusetts GIS data, 5,614 acres (32 percent of surface af
were developed in Amherst while 12,151 acres were undeveloped, indic
that much more development could occur in to®ee Appendix &:
Optional MapEd 1999 Land Use/ Land Cover).

In 2002 the town funded a Buidut and Growth Study, carried out by
Applied Geographics, IncAGI) and Philip B. Herr & Associates in
conjunction with the Amherst Planning Department2000, the Town had
about 9,400 dwelling unitsThe study conclued that current zoning and lar
use constraints would allow the addition of about 3,600 dwelling units to
total, an addition of about 38 percefithat could mean the addition of 8,00
residents, bringing the Towmnoténtal p
includes some amount of redevelopment of existing houses to accomma
additional units as zoning allows, but does not include building where
prohibited by environmental rules, and includes only limited developmen
| ands owned dugatiohahirstitufiansy it feflectsea continuatic
of open space protection at abou
(Build-Out and Growth Study, 2002).

The Study continues:

ABuobubtd to the full esti mat e garabla n
increases in all the impacts of development, including both economic su
and demands on services and resour&esne impacts, such as those on

community character, would depend upon just how those additional 3,60
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center, or forming new villages at some number of locatitmexploring
those pattern choices it became clear that their feasible differences werg
small if 3,600 units were to be accommodated, but dvbelmore substantia
if that added number were reduced to, say, only half that increase, or 1,8
added housing unitsThat might be accomplished through some combinat
of zoning or other regulations and deeded protections such as through
expandedacqus i ti on f or open space. 0

Infrastructure

Transportation Systems

The location of Amherst and the existing infrastructure make the tow
accessible and easy to navigate by highway, bus, and rail. The
intersection of Route 9 (spanning the full length ofdtage from east to
west) and Route 116 (running nogbuth) is located in the center of tov
In addition, a short drive from the center of town, Route 91 provides ¢
access to Hartford, Connecticut to the south and Brattleboro, Vermor
the north The Massachusetts Turnpike can be easily accessed, conr
people to Boston to the east and Albany, New York, to the west.

Ambherst is a member of the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA),
which provides year round bus services throughout the comtyrand to
abutting towns of Sunderland, Northampton, and Belchertown. Most
routes on this extensive system are-faee and subsidized by the Fede
Government, the Town of Amherst, area colleges, and a few private
individuals and businesses. Théevpte Peter Pan Bus Line provides
linkages to Springfield, Boston and other major cities. Amtrak also m
a dailystop ineach direction ilAmherst on its passenger service route
between Montreal and Waslgton, D.C. via New York City. (See
Appendix G6: Optional Map B Public Transportation Routes)

The Amherst community and surrounding towns are also home to an
active cycling community. Many roads offer bicycle lanes, allowing fc
non-motorized traffic. The Norwottuck Rail Trail, under the
administation of the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and
Recreation, is a popular commuter and recreational bicycling route th
provides a direct link across the Connecticut River between Amherst
Hadley, and Northampton(See Appendix €: Optional MapGad
Existing and Proposed Bike Routes).
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Water Supply Systems

(See Appendix 63: Optional Map i Municipal Water and Sewer
Service Extents)

The Town water supply system currently has seven sources that inclu

the Atkins Reservoir in Shutesbury and Aenst, the Pelham Reservoirs
(Hills, Hawley, and Intake), the South Amherst Wells (#1 & #1,

Brown Well (#3) in Belchertown, the Lawrence Swamp Well (#4) and
Bay Road Well (#5) in South Amhersthesurface water supplareas at

gt

the

Atkins and Pelhamand Wells 1, 2 & 3 are used year round to satisfy the

required demands. These five sources supply approximatelgréentof

the total water produced. About 98 percent of Amherst homes are served

by the water supply system; the roughly 160 units oividdal wells are

located in the Flat Hillddigh Point Drive section of town in northeaster
Amherst. Wells #4 and #5 operate during high demand periods and
summer months when the reservoirs are low.

The average daily water consumption for the year 2085 3.248 million
gallons, with a peak demand of 4.364 million gallons on September 4
2007. Water consumption has dropped measuralthe past few years
due tosuccessful water conservation efforts at the Universégiucing the
average daily demaraf 3.7 million gallons per daynigd) in 200Q

Basedon projected population increasasd the current total capacity of

=

the water system of 6.64 mgd and a reliable capacity of 4.34 mgd, daily

water consumption will exceed demand by 2020 when the prdjecte

maximum daily demand will reach 5.66 mghls confirmed by Tighe and

Bond Engineering consul t aemireedsdii t

the Town may one day exceed the total of all available and now
undeveloped safe yields located within the Tdwnindaries, and outside

sources may be required. o Recent

undertaken by UMass may extend this, but the Conservation Commi
actively supports appropriate measures that will protect both undergr,
aquifers and their rechargeeas, and aboyground reservoirs and their
watersheds. For both of those, the Town will need to continue coope
and assistance with neighboring towns, including Belchertown, Pelha
Shutesbury and Hadl ey, as t plies T
transcend town boundaries

Sewer Service

As of 2000, 8,127 dwelling unit
disposal systemAbout 1,300 units were on private septic systess of

2003, the town was beginning the process of preparing aréorgesewer
facilities plan that would put in priority all future sewer extensions, tak
into account the incidence of septic system failure in target areas not|
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seweredprincipally, the Bay RoadHulst RoadEIf Hill areg the Flat
Hills-High Point Drivearea andMontague Road, Leverett Road and Ez
Leverett Roadn north Amherst The plan examinethe land use
implications of sewer extensions, including the degree of threat to pri
open space or farmland possibly brought about by sewer extefisions
consutation with the Conservation Camnission and the Agricultural
Commission); the physical difficulties of extending sewer lines in eac
unsewered area; and the cost of the proposed extensions.

Long-Term Development Patterns
(See Map 3: Zoning)

Ambherst is naring the completion of a muljiear master planning effort,
which is anticipated to be followed by a substantial changeeto
communityodés gr owt h gsucassogre,msediisionr e
regulatiors, andlocal health and environmental regulasorit is likely that
those regulations wil|l result in
traditional New England development pattern, especially in terms of ope
space and recreation, and will reinforce and improve the ways in which t
community drects new development into existing centers and protects af
enhances these important outlying resources.

Ambherst has in place an array of land use controls to protect critical resa
areas and mitigate growth (See Map 3: Zonirg)ey include:

Aquifer and Watershed Protection Zoninghe Aquifer Recharge Protectior
(ARP) and Watershed Protection (WP) overlay zoning districts regulate {
land use development that can occur in areas identified as critical to the
protection of public water supplies (face reservoirs and wells)n addition
to the regulation of potentially polluting land uses, these districts require
all residential subdivision development be clustered to reduce the spraw
impact of residential unitswithin the ARP District all undeveloped parcels
over 60,000 sg. ft. in area were rezoned some years ago to Low Density
Residence (R.D) to decrease potential future density.

Farmland Conservation Zonind'he Farmland Conservation (FC) overlay
district regulates the land udevelopment that can occur within areas
identified as critical farmland because of soils and occurrence within
significant farmland blocksin addition to the regulation of potentially
conflicting land uses, this district requires that residential sufidivi
development be clustered to reduce the sprawl and impact of residential
Further the cluster dimensional requirements for clusters in the FP Distri
more stringent than for clusters in other zoning districts, resulting in the
creation of agreater amount of permanent open space set aside for farmi
use.
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Phased GrowthTwo provisions of Article 14, Phased Growth, of the Section 3
Ambherst Zoning Bylawexpires November 200%elpedto preserve open N
space: (1) it establisbde cap of no more than 25@sidential building permits Communlty
to be issued over any twaar period, calculated on a running daily averageS .
(thisalso allokdt he Townds i nfrastructur ¢ tegmg(eep p a
development); and (2) it phabsubdivision development, limiting the number

of resdential units to be built in any given yedt accomplishd this by
establishing a base rate of units per yeardbald then be altered (speeded jup
or slowed down), by the land use permitting board, deperirgow well
the development mét h e T abjeativies

Thoseobjectiveswere setout in a point systerased by lhie land use

permitting board to determine how well the development encodithge
preservation of open space, the protection and retention of farmland, low
density over the aquifereas, the use of clustering, the use of Planned Unit
Residential Developments (PURDS), preservation of natural resources and
views, and the use of site design which incorporates and protects natural
features.

However, a a resulbf arecent courtcasevwhh f ound regul atory fAgrow
restraintso to be unconstitutionjal, a sunset
for the Phased Growth provisions| of Amher st 6
plan, new regulations will be developed to replace the function that phased

growth serves.

Village Centers The Zoning Bylaw also makes it easier for new development
to occur in existing established village centers, nearer to services and
infrastructure Two districts, the Village Center Business{E) and Village
Center Residnce (RVC) districts, allow for a compatible mix of residentia
and commercial uses, and higher densities of those Tlikes takes some
development pressure of remaining open, outlying lands.

Flood-Prone Conservancylhe FloodProne Conservancy (FPO)strict
includes 106year floodplain areas and adjacent banks, slopes, and associated
wet meadowslt is essentially a nbuild zone, and serves to protect
greenbelts along the rivers and streams in Amherst.

The intention of the zoningnd land useeguations is to direct development
to appropriate areas and in a general way, to shape each project in terms of
building mass, intensity of use, addnsity. It is importanto balance growth
of population, housingnd employment with that of conservatiorda
recreation. The following tablests approvedsubdivisionsn recent decades
to help provide a snapshot of the type and size of residpnbjaicts in
Ambherst.

Q\ /. Town of Amherst 22
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Table 87 Approved Subdivision Activity i 1985 to 2007 Section 3.
Subdivision Name I(\)I;JLTEI?; P\?;:r't Comments Community

Hampshire Village 180 1985 completed Setting

Harvest Acres, E.Hadley Rd 22 1986 completed

Misty Meadows, Stanley St 31 1987 nearly completé 2

affordable

Amherst Woods Phase IV 45 1987 completed

Whitman Hill, Strorg St 13 1988

Arbor Way, North East St 10 1988 completed

Hedgerow Lane, No.East St 19 1988 completed

Greenleaves, Route 9 335 1988 under construction

Eastwood G, Blackberry Ln 7 1988 completed

Pine Woods, off Old Farm Rd 20 1989

Wentworth Meadows, [@ Farm Rd 14 1988 never built

Hop Brook Meadows 31 1989 under construction, nearl

White Pine Woods, Old Farm Rd 5 1989 '

Amherst Fields, S.East St 50 1989 in litigation

Amherst Hills, Wildflower Dr 77 1989 construction started 200

Hawley Meadow, E. Pleasant 31 1989 completed

Outer Commons, Amity St 18 1989 completed

Canterbury Farms, Bay Rd 15 1990 completed

Market Hill Rd 7 1991 completed

Swallow Farms, S. East St 6 1991 completed

High Point Drive 8 1992 completed

Farm Hills, Station Rd 6 1993 completed

Pine Meadow, Pine St 14 1993 completed

East Woods, Wildflower Dr 43 1996 under construction

Sunwood Pasture, S. East St 6 1998 under construction

Poet 6s Corner, F 14 2000 under construction

Dayton Estates, Harkness Rd 6 2000 under construction

Barkowski Meadows, E. Pleasant 17 2001 under construction

Owen Farm, Cottage St 6 2002 under construction

Palley Village, Old Belchertown Rd 12 2004 completed

Moody Fields, Snell St 7 2004 completed

Haskins View, E. Leverett Rd 26 2005 plan denied

Lawrence Circle, Owen Dr 6 2005 completed

Amherst Enterprise Park, Meadow 6 2006 | light industrial office park

Simmons Cluster, Bay Rd 8 2007 under construction

Strawberry Field, S. East St 10 2007 preliminary

Apple Brook Cluster, Wst St 8 2007 In litigation

Total units 1,139

%) " Town of Amherst 23
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Table 91 The number of single and multifamily dwelling permits issued in calendar

4 =7
£
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years 19872007: Section 3.
Year Fsallrrﬁ:e Iylal#;[illy (S:;):':I] r:n unity
Y| (Units) 9
1987 80
1988 55
1989 53
1990 25
1991 24
1992 36
1993 51 152
1994 44 4
1995 38 8
1996 39 10
1997 32 78
1998 24 10
1999 29 0
2000 37 12
2001 36 0
2002 36 0
2003 32 61
2004 29
2005 28 39
2006 16 43
2007 7 4
Total 751 274
The result of continued development underdherent zoning will be an
increase in density in and around existing developed areas, especially the
Town Center and outlying older village centers. This is in keeping with
seveal decades of community planning andhe extent possibleyill
continuetomai nt ain Amherstodos historical New Engl a
settled village centers separated by open farmland and woods (Amherst
Master Plan, 2007).
Open Space and Recreation Trends
A larger, more diversified population meansimecreasan users of
conservation, recreation and opgpace areasreatingooth challenges
and opportunities for residents and town staff alike. For instance, over the
last five years a steady increase in dog ownership (as seen in license
numbers), hiking, mountain bikingnd cross country skiing, has resulted
in an increased use of hiking trails, parks, and recreation areas. Use of
£ » /. Town of Amherst 24



hiking trails and recreation areas has also steadily increased, based D'S?qtion 3
a . Tr

observations by conservation st
Amethyst Brook, Wentworth Farm, and the Hitchcock Center for the
Environment and Larch Hill, especially, are heavily usat.of these
areas are in need of frequent maintenance, many times exhausting t
conservation personnel and material resourcesbiaking time and
funding away from other projects and needs.

The town is also experiencing a shrinking supply of playing fields. Tk
University of Massachusetts and the two local colleges have large laf
holdings and many high quality recreationaliliies. The University has
generously made available its facilities over the years, particularly the
playing fields However, in the last 10 years, these spaces have beer]
reduced dramatically as a result of new construction and the changin
needs obJniversity programs Formerly widely used recreational fields
have become building sites and specialized varsity facilities with limit
availability to the general public. So while the interest in using Unive
and College land has increased, priesiton the campus continue to
change and will likely not include continuing use by tawsidents. This
increased usage of fields and facilities for active, organized recreatio
generates significant scheduling conflicts and greatly increases the n
for maintenancelLack of space for fiekbased sports, specifically, has
caused tremendous strain and frustration on sports teams and organ
since current facilities cannot support demaRecent increases the
popularity of certain sports such diimateFrisbee lacrosse, and cricke
to name a few, has created more competition for playing fields throug
town.

The Amherst School Department and the Town share playing fields,
should be noted that the School Department has fewer field# thesds
in order to accommodate its own varsity sports prograims e T o w
best field, Community Field, is only available for public use when the

school varsity baseball, softball and football teams are not using it for

games or practices. LSSEeadonot control the schedule for the School
fields and therefore uses them only when they are not used for scho
sports, closed for renovatigre are resting to alle thegrass to recover.

As this section makes clear, demand for interaction with nahdador
organized outdoor and indoor recreation in Amherst will inevitably
increase. With this increased in demand and use, more strain will be
placed on existing resources. Recreation facilities will need more fre
maintenance, improvement, expamsand replacement. Trail systems,
conservation areas, river and stream corridors, and sensitive ecologi
areas will feel greater impacts from overuse. Conflicts between diffe
user groups will increase.
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To meet local and regional needs, andtadpegoct and sust arsieetioﬁ @h er st
open space and recreation resources in the face of increasing levels|o N

demand and use, it is imperative that Amherst invest in the improveme@@mmunity
protections, maintenance, and ongoing management that will allow theéeettin
critical local resources to be sustainable and to endure into the future, g

“Qi 4 ~ Town of Amherst 26
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The purpose of Section 4 is to identify general areas in Amherst that Cort%CtiOn 4
natural features steep slopes, prime soils, unique geological formadions _ )
that may need protection from thepatds of development. Just asning Environmental
regulationgdirect development to appropriate areas, assessing and ident WHQ/GI"I'[OI’ &
environmentally sensitive areas or places unique to Amherst helps direct y
conservation and recreation efforts and strategies. Analysis

A. Geology, Sols, and Topography
(See Map 4: Geology, Soils and Topography)

The United States Soil Conservation Service has organized soils surveyed in
Ambherst into five different sossociationsgach has a distinctive pattern of
soils, topographic relief, and draige They are categorized as follows:

North Amherst Soils in the north section of town fall primarily into three
associations: GloucestdtontaukPaxton association, Hinkldyerrimac

Windsor association, and Amostov@titico-Boxford association. The

Gloucester association consists of low hills and ridges with rolling to steep
topography. The soil substrate has been formed from glacial till, is sandy and
loamy and varies from excessively well drained to well drained, and is able to
support forest grovat The main limitations for development and standard
farming practices are stones on the surface, slope and slow permeability.

The Hinkley association consists of soils that are typically excessively
drained, sandy and loamy soils formed in outwash despoSopography
ranges from rolling broad areas to narrow terraces. Many areas are dissected
by drainage ways that vary from rolling to steep. Soils in this association on
minimal slopes are subject to pressure from development because of their
permeadbdity. The soils are less than ideal for standard farming practices
because of their vulnerability to drought.

Soils in the area west of Rte 116 in North Amherst have been put almost
entirely into farming use even though this area is primarily madé ilye o
Amostown soil association and considered to be less than productive for
farming because of wetness and slow permeability. This same quality also
tends to offer some protection from commercial or residential development.
The soils are moderately Welrained to poorly drained formed in outwash or
lacustrine sediments.

Q\ /. Town of Amherst 27
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South Amherst The soil associations in South Amherst fall into the
Gloucester and Hinkley groups found in the central and northern parts o
and the soil association Ro€kutcropNarragansetHolyoke association of
theMount Holyoke Range The steep slopes of tMount Holyoke Range
with bedrock, rock outcroppings, and massive ridges, have made develg
more limited.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service hasradsigd) two categories @

agriculturally i mportant soil s t
farmlando with soils of national
available for producing food, fe

growing season, and moisture supply needed to produce sustained high
of crops economically when treated and managed, including water
management, according to current
Conservation Servige There are 6,185 acresprime farmlandn Amherst.

Farmland of statevide or local importance in Massachusetts includes
important farm soils that fall short of the requirements of prime farmland
There are 3,429 acres of land in this soil category. The correlation betw
prime agricultural soils and present active farming in Amherst is not stro
Location, ownership, and past development trends have probably been ;
as important as soils in influencing the location of farm operations. Hous
construction in Amherdias frequently followed the regional pattern of
locating in accessible, easily developed areas, with the result that some
largest sections of prime soils have been converted to virtually permane
nonfarm use.

B. Landscape Character

(See Map 5Scenic Resources & Unigue Features)

Ambherst is predominantly a residential community lying on the Connecti
River Valley plateau with thount Holyoke Rangeising dramatically
against the southern skyline. The Massachusetts Scenic Landscape InV
describes the surrounding area as follows,
iThe Pioneer Valley covers the | a
in the Commonwealth. The valley contains large expanses of flat farmlar
dotted with old tobacco barns in an eagtst orientation. The steeysided
hills, such as North and South Sugarloaf mountains, Mount Toby, Mou
Warner, and théMlount Holyoke Rangeall afford impressive views of this
productive landscape from above. This area probably contains mof
vestiges of the 18th centuryandscape than anywhere else in the
Commonweal th. o
The Amherst area and surrounding communities are still fortunate to hay
remained relatively unspoiled and rolling farmland still in production
contributes a great deal to its scenic qualities.
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TheMount Holyoke Rangeuns eastvest along the southern border of
Ambherst, making a natural barrier between the towns of Granby and Sou
Hadley. Dating from the earliest settlements, this region was used for
woodlots and pastures. Now it is mostly wooded @ffet's thickets, streams
ponds and wetlands. The northern slopes offer exceptional views of the
Connecticut River Valley, the Mt. Tom Range, and the villages of Amher
Northampton, and Easthampton. Wildlife is also abundant, with black bg
deer, fox coyote, bobcat, moose, fishers, copperheads, turkey, grouse a
migratory birds This is a popular site of yearly hawk migrations, with
hundreds making their way to southerly wintering grounds. This area is

prime for both passive and active outdoo r ecr eati on, 0
walking, viewing vistas, crossountry skiing, mountain biking,
snowmobiling, horseback riding a

and Recreation, 2007).

Pufferds Pond, | ocat ed i npularhdestinatian
for many recreationists, with a swimming beach, fishing, and a web of hi
trails. This region is part of a wildlife corridor continuing north and east
through the town of Leverett. The Mill and Fort Rivers flow east west
through thenorth and south of town, respectively. Lawrence Swamp, loc
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in the southeastern corner of town, is an area rich in biodiversity. This area

contains grassy meadows, ponds, open fields and, stands of mixed hard
and wetland vegetation. These caorglare all excellent locations for wildli
viewing and essential for the survival of species throughout the region, a
function they have served since before European contact and settlemen

Development in any of these locations would cause adversé¢sdfieildlife
populations already threatened by loss of habitat and habitat fragmentat
Key water resources would also be diminished, whereby decreasing the
Townds water supply. Careful p |
viewsheds and opespace throughout town. Increased development wou
cause a decrease in property values, tourism, and overall scenic value @
Much of the open space is protected conservation land and frequented K
recreationists, pet owners, families, and visitordmherst.
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C. Water Resources
(See Map 6: Water Resources)

Watersheds and Aquifer Recharge Areas

Since 1940, the Town of Amherst has maintained significant watershed
holdings to protect its reservoirs and underground water suppliagershed
holdings total 2,662 acres, with approximately 690 acres in Shutesbury,
acres in Pelham, 140 acres in Belchertown, and 300 acres in the Lawrer
Swamp in South Amherstor many years the watershed forest has been
under active managenisior water production, revenue from wood sales, ;
improvement of timber stands and wildlife habitat. Overall, the Pelham
watershed totals approximately 3,950 acres of Town and private land, ar
drains into three small reservoirs with a combined suidaea of about 18
acres The 3,656acre Shutesbury watershed feeds Atkins Reservoir, with
51.5acre surface area.

In 1941, the Town purchased the Amherst Water Company real estate,
included four reservoirs and considerable acreage in PelhamhatesBury,
with additional parcels added in succeeding ye@te Town now owns
approximately one third of the 7,600 acres of land that drain water into tf
reservoirs, and hopes to increase that percentage when necessary to pr
development that miglitave a negative impact on the water supply.

Surface Water

The Mill River area in north Amherst runs through a natural greenbelt
southwest to Hadley and the Connecticut River. Much of the flood plain
protected from development by FPC zoning restmgj the Town Wetlands
Protection bylaw, and the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. Actiy
land acquisition and trail easements in this area provide extensive space
outdoor recreation while protecting wildlife habitat, water quality, and sce
beauty.

The Fort River igheprimary riverthat runs througkentral and south
Ambherst. Sections of the river are included on the Estimated Habitat Ma
Endangered and Rare Wetland Wildlife Species published by the
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Progrdn response to this inclusion,
proposed developments in east Amherst near the Fort River have come
more detailed review by the Conservation Commission and plans to acq
conservation land in this area have been successful. Efforts to protect n
land in this area are ongoing.
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Wetlands

Like many other towns in Massachusetts, Amherst lost many of its wetla|
during the 19th century when dredging and ditching to drain land and
0i mproveb6 it for agr.Today, thalavenceva s

c 0
Swamp in South Amherst is the largest remaining wetland complex in towﬁ‘naﬂ}

Remnant stands of red maple swamp in the Podick Conservation Area h

what the Great Swamp in North Amherst and Hadley may once have been
liked covering an area including muof the UMass campus westerly along

the Mill River and north into Sunderlan®luch of the remaining wetlands

int at

today are found in the floodplains of the Fort River and smaller tributaries like

the Plum and Hop Brooks.

D. Vegetation
General Inventory

Ambherst is fortunate to have a broad mixture of vegetation tpeso the
Town & s topagraphy, gaplogy, soils, and land use histérgrest types
include transition hardwoods, centralrmlge tophardwoods, white pine,
swamp hardwoods, flood phaforest, and early successional typdn-
forest cover types in Amherst include old field, shrub swamp, rock balds
open marsh, playing fields, abandoned gravel pits, the old town landfill, 2
various active agricultural typeSubdivisions and otheesidential and
commercial development have fragmented some of the large contiguous
blocks of forest and agricultural land; those that remain are described be

Forest Land

The largest blocks of continuous forest are as follows: (1) the north slopé
theMount Holyoke Rangé extreme southern Amherst (more than 1,000
acres adjoining an additional 5,000 acres in the three adjacent towns the
Range occupies; (2) the Lawrence Swamp (1,000 acres interspersed wit
scattered agricultural fields, marsh amkn water); (3) the Mt. Boreddat
Hills area, with about 400 acres partially impacted by residential develop
along Flat Hills Road and Market Hill Road, and in the High Point Drive
subdivision; and (4) Pulpit Hill, with some 300 acres between the Ne

and

low.

S O

ment

England Central Railroad and Route 63 consisting of about 50 percent apen

agricultural land and about 50 percent forested land and Christmas tree
plantations Smaller forested blocks are scattered throughout town.
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Public Shade Trees

In 1853, an enthaiastic group of Amherst citizens formed the Village
Improvement Association. Among other activities, they planted trees tha
subsequent decades came to shade the streets in North Amherst, South
Ambherst, and downtown. The large, mature trees that foenbackdrop of
our beautiful town today are the legacy theiseonary efforts. To continue
the work begun decades earlier, and as a response to the Asssrafan
Elms to Dutch elm diseas@mbherst established its Public Shade Tree
Committee in the 19¥ 6 $heir work has helped Amherst remain a Tree G
USA for 21 years.

Today, the Public Shade Tree Com
Warden tancrease tree canopy along neighborhood straatsto review
projects hat would remove treasithin the public rightof-way andalong
designated scenic routeBxisting trees, shrubs (and stone walls) are
protected under the Shade Tree Act (MGL Ch. 87) and the Scenic Road
(MGL ch. 40,815C). Although Amherst has extensive preserved opagep
and regulations in place to protect public shade &re¢ees in parkown
owned cemeteriethe Town Commons, anaithin the road righf-wayd
nearly 100 trees are removed from the streets each year. The visual im
this tree removal may be nimal from year torear;h o wever , it
concern that the cumulative effect after many years will be detrimental tq
environment as well as the chara
downtown.

The committee has started a Shade Tree Fuhélp offset the cost dfee
replacemenandmaintenance of newly planted street trees. The Public S
Tree Committee also organized pl
anniversary in 2009, encouraging neighbors and friends to purchase or |
tree on town propertyA more vigorous effort is underway tiaventory
public shade trees amigvelop a Community Forestry Management Plan t
guide efforts to deal with neglected and agidlic shadarees. The
Community Forestry Management Plan iseasential step to reclaiming
unshaded streets, and make the town and village centers more pedestri
friendly, thereby increasing economic viability and restoring community
character.The plan would develop a comprehensive strategy for the pub
careofAmher st 6s green infrastructur
with the cooperation and active involvement of residents whose properti
abut the public righof-way.
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Agricultural Land

Agricul tur al Preser vat iyprotectR@88atresi

within Amherst, just over 1percentof the total land area. The largest blog
of working farmland are located within the northwest corner of town, wes
Rt. 116 and north of Meadow Street; and east of South East and North E
Streets, between Station Road and Shutesbury Road. Both Amherst an
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Hampshire Colleges hold large tracts of land in central and southern Amherst

(respectively), offering areas of grasslands and farmland, vitally importar
wildlife populations.

Wetland Vegetation

Wetland resources identified in the Town of Amherst Wetlands Protectio
Bylaw consist of freshwater wetlands, marshes, wet meadows, bogs, sw
isolated wetlands, vernal pools, banks, reservoirs, ponds, intermittent str
and watercoursedviost of the vegetation is scrighrub, with open wetlands
and some forest wetlands.

Rare Plant Species

The following paragraphs list rare and uncommon plant species found in
Amherst. To protect these plants their locations have been intentionally
omitted from this reportDocumented statlsted species in town include

1 Lygodium palmatumAmerican climbing fern

1 Petasites frigidus var. palmatusweet coltsfootand

1 Claytonia virginica narrowleaved spring beauty.

Other rare and uncommon plapeciesinclude
Epilobium coloratum

Pogonia ophioglossoidges
Calopogon pulchellys
Penstemon digitaljs
Habenaria fimbriata
Platanthera lacera

P. psycodesand

Spiranthes cernua
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Unique Natural Resources

Small areas of open marsh at Mt. Holyokeu@tiWest Pomeroy Lang
Potwine Lane, the UMass Stadium (into Hadley), South East Stre
Stanley Street, and others

Traprock balds at the summits of Bare Mountain (South Hadley tg
line) and Rattlesrk@e Knob (Granby town line).

Wet meadows at Old Fa Road (Wentworth Farm Conservation
Area), Station Road (MacLeod Field), with an abundance of orchi
and other wet meadow herbaceous flora, Strong Street (Gulliver
Meadow Conservation Area), South East Street (the Wilkie and
Kentfield farms, bothunderRR6s) , West Str ee
College), Pomeroy Lane (the Poor Estate), East Leverett Road
(Haskins Meadow Conservation Area), Leverett Road (Eastman B
Conservation Area), and others

Thicket habitat at Pomeroy Lane, South Pleasant Streete B8
(Harris-Patteson Conservation Restriction and adjacent land of
W.D.Cowls, Inc.), and Mill Lane (Amherst Gebe land along the Fo
River).

Junipercedar old fields off Route 116 (Podick Conservation Area)
in the Eastman Brook Conservation Asral surrounds

Buttonbush pools and pond edges at Pomroy Pond (Old Belchert
Road), land off Old Farm Road (pools in Wentworth Meadows
proposed development area), land east of East Pleasant Street s
Village Park, and West Pomeroy Lane

Ponds(more than 80 ponds scattered throughout town, including
Har kness Pond, Pufferds Pond,
ponds next to Atkins Reservoir in adjacent Shutesbury)

Vernal pools (including important complexes in the Lawrence Swz
the Old Fam Road area, and many other locations)

Major flood plain wetlands at Hop Brook (Station Road north to S
East Street), Fort River (south of Stanley Street), and Middle Stre|
(Plum Springs and Plum Brook north to Pomeroy Lane).

Salamander Crossing éfenry Street in north Amherst east of
Cushman Village. This area includes wetlands and intermittent
streams, and upland areas such as isolated wetlands where the
salamanders hibernate.
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Vegetation Mapping Projects

Although Amherst has long been plannfogthe acquisition of conservatior
and recreation areas, and is aware of the many benefits of having prese
land in the community, individual plant species and areas with a plethora
unique specimens are often overlooked when discussing land catiserv
To help document these unique areas in town, a number of informal stug
have been completed by volunteers and local organizations.

A 199495 inventory of the ferns and fern allies of the Lawrence Swamp,
carried out by Paul Martin Brown, formerbf the New England Wild Flowel
Society, in cooperation with the Hitchcock Center for the Environment ar
local volunteers, identified a wide range of plants present in that area

Botanical studies of thelount Holyoke Rangand nearby sites in Sunderla
and South Hadley have produced new plant listings for sites near the Rg
Frost Trail, the Metacomet and Monadnock Trail, and other areas.

E. Fisheries and Wildlife
Inventory

Ambherst is home to a wide variety of wildlife, of both the permanent and
migratory variety. Specific mammalian species include: expanding-white
tailed deer and beaver populations throughout town, coyotes denning in
northern sections of town, fluctuating populations of red and gray fox,
bobcats, increased black bear degnmeast Amherst, fishers in east and
south Amherst, and otters along the Norwottuck Rail Trail. The moose
population is expanding in nearby communities to the north, but resident
reproducing moose have not yet been documented in Amherst.

Many watefowl species can also be found within all of the water features
town including wood ducks, hooded mergansers, herons, and egrets. A
does have a resident populatmitCanada geedhat remain on the Universit
of Massachusetts yeaound, addinghe growing number afuch populations
found in neighboring communities. Many species of hawks migrate thro
the area in spring and fall while breeding is limited to the following: red
tailed,Americankestrel, goshawk, coopers, and-sfuldered. Agas along
theMount Holyoke Rangand foothills are great places to locate migratory
raptors flying to southern nesting grounds in the fall months. Migratory
songbirds are routinely abundant in spring and fall at stopover areas
throughout theMount Holyoke Rangeand foothills. Owls, including the gre
horned, barred, screech, and saket, occupy most or all available habitats
in town. Fieldnesting birds (eastern meadowlarks, bobolinks, Savannah
sparrows, and others) regularly breed in conservatio&mdfields.
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Woodcock are abundant in wet early successional areas and during migra‘ﬁ%btion 4

and snipe can be found in a few locations. Ruffed grouse populations have =~ )
dwindled along with their preferred habitat, but can still be found in limitedEnvironmental
successionareas. Wild turkey populations have expanded dramatically amventor &
resident flocks can be found throughout Amherst. Rails can be found in y
marshes, and various other uncommon bird species regularly occur in towAnalysis

i ncluding t he Centingwarblgssandhreshduldered o r |m

hawks.

Fisheries include a few remaining native brook trout populations in Adams,
Eastman and Cushman Brooks, as well as brooks on the Amherst watershed in
Pelham and Shutesbury. A wide rangevafm watefrfish species are found
in the lower reaches of the Mill and Fort River drainage. Lamprey and
American Eels run up the Fort River to spawn. Amphibians and reptiles have
been catalogued at various locations. Species found include Box Turtle
Wood Turtle, and Spotted Turtle. Timrbrattlesnakes have not been
documented along thdount Holyoke Rangen many years but Copperheads
are still found with some regularity. Spotted salamander populations haye
been documented at several locations in town, as well.

Vernal Pools

As of April, 2007, the NaturaHeritage and Endangered Species Program jhad
identified 11 certified vernal pools in Amherst (Mass Wildlife, Natural
Heritage and Endangered Species Program, 2007). Many more vernal pools
exist in town but have yet to be officially t&ed by the Commonwealth
These habitats are protected under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act, as well as other federal and staggulations. Under thWetlands
ProtectionAct, vernal pools must be within another resource area to be
regulated but a stanéilone vernal pool can be certifieth response to this,
under the Town of Amherst Wetland Protection Bylaw, a 200 ft. buffer is
offered to pools located in upland areas and those outside a weifeel.
Appendix G9: Optional Map ® NaturalResources)
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Corridors for Wildlife Migration

Principal connections among conservation areas and other protected lan
include the following:

X

TheMount Holyoke Rangand its linkages to the Connecticut Rive
Lawrence Swamp, and Plum Brook, ahd Quabbin Reservoir to the
east.

The Lawrence Swamp with connections northward to Hop Brook
the Fort River north of Station Road and to South Amherst farmla
via the Norwottuck Rail Trail

The University Drive area and linkages westward to the WMas
Hadley Farm, Mt. Warner, Lake Warner, and the Connecticut Rive
via lower Mill River.

The Amethyst Brook area with linkages eastward to the Amherst
watershed in Pelham, the Uniyv
Quabbin Reservair

The Mill River-P u f fPemnd arsa with connections northeasterly
along Cushman Brook into Leverett and north over Pulpit Hill and
the Eastman Brook watershed to the Leverett Knobs, Mt. Toby, a
the Montague Wildlife Corridor

The Gentral Vermont Railroad (ZRR) Corridor fran Main Street
north through the Wildwood and Eastman Brook areas into Lever

The Adams Brook area north from Pelham Road along the North
Street farms to Atkins Reservoir via the Banfield farm and on to
Brushy Mountain in Leverett.
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Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species Section 4.
The following data were extracted from the Natural Heritage and Endange'r':leIaVIronmemaI
Species Program database, and compiled in August, 2006 (MassWildlife, |nventory &
2007). .
Analysis

Table 107 Massachusetts Endangered Sp&és Act (MESA) and Federal Status Rare

Species

Key: E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SC = Special Concern

Group Scientific Name Common Name MESA
Status

Amphibian Ambystoma laterale Blue-spotted Salamandeg SC

Amphibian Hemidactylium Fourtoed Salamander SC

Amphibian Carphophis amoenus | Eastern Worm Snake T

Beetle Cicindela purpurea Purple Tiger Beetle SC

Bird Podilymbus podiceps | Piedbilled Grebe E

Bird Circus cyaneus Northern Harrier T

Bird Accipiter striatus Sharpshinned Hawk SC

Bird Falco perefrinus Peregrine Falcon E

Bird Bartramia longicauda | Upland Sandpiper E

Bird Pooecetes gramineus | Vesper Sparrow T

Bird Ammodramus Grasshopper Sparrow T

Bird Ammodramus Hensl owbés S E

Butterfly/ Moth Apodrepanulatx New Jersey Tea E

Butterfly/ Moth Cingilia catenaria Chain Dot Geometer SC

Butterfly/ Moth Eacles imperialis Imperial Moth T

Dragonfly/ Damselfly| Gomphus ventricosus | Skillet Clubtail SC

Dragonfly/ Damselfly| Ophiogomphus Brook Snaketail SC

Dragonfly/ Damselfly| Stylurus amnicola Riverine Clubtall E

Dragonfly/ Damselfly| Stylurus scudderi Zebra Clubtail E

Fish Notropis bifrenatus Bridle Shiner SC

Mussel Alasmidonta heterodon Dwarf Wedgemussel E

Mussel Alasmidonta undulate | Triangle Floater SC

Mussel Ligumia nasuta Eastern Pondmussel SC

Mussel Strophitus undulates | Creeper SC

Reptile Glyptemys insculpta | Wood Turtle SC

Reptile Terrapene Carolina Eastern Box Turtle SC
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F. Scenic Resources and Unique Section 4.
Environments Environmental
_ , Inventory &
(See Map 5: Scenic Resources & Unique Features) )
Analysis
Scenic Landscapes
Table 117 Scenic and Unique Resources in Amherst
Wildlife Habitat Noteworthy Feature(s)
Lawrence Swamp Popular birding and wildlife viewing area
\IjVilIJdIfife]-c C?)rrrid%rs ereto n Wildlife migration route
Ambherst College Wildlife | Popular birding and wildlife viewing area,
Sanctuary and Grasslandg trail networks
Stream Corridors Noteworthy Feature(s)
Fort River Corridor
Mill River Corridor
Amethyst Book Corridor | Tributary to Fort River.
Hop Brook corridor
Plum Brook Corridor
Cushman Brook Corridor | Tributary to Mill River
Agricultural Land Noteworthy Feature(s)
Hampshire College Block continues west into Hadley
Farmland
North Amherst Contiguous block of active farnisextends
Agricultural Block north into Sunderland and west into Hadley
South East Street Active farms to the east
North East Street Active farms to the east
Scenic Roads Noteworthy Feature(s)
Bay Road Views of Mount HolyokeRange immediately
to the south
Potwine Lane Views of Mount Holyoke Range to south
Pomeroy Lane
Middle Street
Southeast and Northeast | Active farms to the east with Pelham Hills
Streets beyond
Station Road Open fields, active farms, wetlands
HarrisMountain Road
Shays Street
;54; ~ /. Town of Amherst 39
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Scenic Roads Noteworthy Feature(s) Section 4.

Mill Lane Environmental
Snell Street Historic homes
Amity Street Historic homes Inventory &
Strong Street Active farms, view of Pelham hills Analysis
East Pleasant Street Historic homes
Henry Street Salamander turels
Flat Hills Road
Shutesbury Road
Pine Street Active farms, historic homes
State Street
Pulpit Hill Road
Market Hill Road Views of Pelham Hills
Leverett and East Leveret| View of Cushman brook, conservation land
Roads open space
Sand Hil Road
Major Viewsheds Noteworthy Feature(s)
Bay Road View south to Mt. Norwottuck, and north to

UMass and northeast to Mt. Pollux
Bay Road and South East| View north to Leverett over South East Str¢

Street Junction farmland

Station Road View soutteast to Mount Holyoke Range
South East Street View east over Cowles Farm

Pomeroy Lane View north across Poor Estate

West Pomeroy Lane View north across Hickory Ridge Golf Cour

View north of the Hadley/ Amherst town lin

East Hadley Road toward Norwdtuck Rail Trail

Station Road View northeast across Sawmill Stud Farm

South East Street View east to Fort RiveHop Brook
confluence

Mill Lane View north to Amherst College buildings

Belchertown Road \é:ﬁ;v east across Maplewood Farm to Pelh

North East Street View east across Hess and Amethyst Farnj

North East StreetStrong
Street junction

Strong Street View north to Leverett

View south from north end across farmland
view west across Wysocki farm

Views east to Pelham Hills

North East Street

‘?i ~ /. Town of Amherst 40
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Major Viewsheds Noteworthy Feature(s)

View north across Ruder field at Market Hil
Road

View southwest across Djiekanowski and
Barkowski farms

Views west across Cowls and Fletciirwell
properties

Views east across Eastman Brook to Pulpit
Hill

Flat Hills Road

Pine Street

Leverett Road

Route 63Montague Road

Route 116 Sunderland
Road at Old Sunderland | Views southwest across farmland into Had
Road junction

View north past Auction barn, view west

Meadow Street toward Mt. Warner

Unusual geologic features

The town lies on a valley plateau within a circle of hills. The rsadilth
spine of hills running through the middle of Amherst are glacial drumlins

Section 4.
Environmental
Inventory &
Analysis

that

became the islands of ancient Lake Hitchcock, formed as glaciers receded and

covered mul of the region. This ancient lake bed and the floodplain of tl
Connecticut River provide the area with fertile farmland. The most
distinguishing geological features are the Connecticut River to the west ;
the Holyoke Mountain Range which borders Amgt@n the south and defin
the skyline from many locations within the Town. Both also provide man
opportunities for recreational use.

Other important geological features include the following:

1 Eastern Border Faudiltlocated in northeast Amherst. The
upthrust of the eastern side of this fault has eroded over tin
create the Pelham hills.

1 Rattlesnake Knob and Mt. Norwottuck traprock (b@salt
former volcanic) summitdylount Holyoke Range

1 Bare Mountain summit and traprock (basalt) ledésnt

Holyoke Range

Mt. Pollux summiti drumlin

North East Street drumlin north of North East Apartments
Mt. Boreas bedrock summit and adjacent slopes

Pulpit Hill ledges

Podick glacial outwash sand plain formation

= =4 =4 -8 -9
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Cultural, archaeological, and historic areas

Ambherg, first settled in 1728 anfbundedas a colonial distriah 1759, has a
rich history. There are a total of nine areas designated as National Regi
Historic Districts(which includes a total of 327 structures) amukeindividual
properteson the N&onal Register of Historic PlacesAmherst was the hom
of the 19th Century poet Emily Dickinson, one of the most recognized

American poets The Dickinson Homestead is listed as a National Histori¢

Landmark and is owned by Amherst College. Scenic raadsistoric
landmarks dot the community, with the Stockbridge House, oldest home
Ambherst, built in 1728, located within the University of Massachusetts
campus.

Mary Lyon, founder of Mount Holyoke College in 1837, was one of the fi
students at Atmerst Academy, and lexicographer Noah Webster and pre
eminent 20th century poet Robert Frost are among those associated wit
nationallyknown Amherst College. Founded in 1821, Amherst College is
oldest college in western Massachusetts and one ofdéstan the country.
Four of the communityds National
the Central Business District, with the other four located in the Village
Centers outside the downtown area.

The three major areas of archaeologicalangnce in town include the Mill
River Corridor, the Fort River Corridor, and Bay Road. Although there w
no permanent settlements in Amherst until the 18th Century, this region
hunting/gathering ground for many Native American tribes for cersturie
Portions of the Mill River corridor, and Bay Road in its entirety were
originally part of Native American trail systems, main thoroughfares, trad
and war routes linking seasonal settlements west to the Connecticut Riv
east to other settlementsdahunting grounds.

In 1716, the Hadley settlers established a roadway system directly over
two trails. One along fithe Broo
another along the Mill River/Cushman Brook corridor (then called the

i Na s h a vashya) Path)N Once these roads were established, settler
began in the 18th and 19th centuries to construct mills, especially along
Mill River. This river offered many opportunities for mills given the large

drop from east to west, although a fewlawlere also constructed along the

Fort River, through east Amherst and parts of south Amherst. Remains
some of these mills can still be found today.
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Unique Environments

As of April 2009, there were no state identified Areas of Critical

EnvirormentalConcernin Amherst(Massachusetts Department of |nventory &
Conservation and Recreatid®20®). However, the community has identified .
the following hirteenunique areas that help define the character of AmherdttNalysis
Mount Holyoke Range
For years the Town of Aherst has worked with landowners, state
agencies, land trusts, and the towns of Granby, Hadley, Belchertown and

Section 4.
Environmental

South Hadley to preserve the Mount Holyoke Range. Much of the area is

now part of the Mount Holyoke Range State Park, operated by the

Massachustts Department of Conservation and Recreation. The park is

known for miles of beautiful trails, scenic vistas, and habitat for many
common and uncommon animals and plants. Significant parcels still
remain vulnerable to development.

Lawrence Swamp and Hop Brook

Long a focus of Town preservation efforts, the Lawrence Swamp con
more than 600 acres of protected land that is some of the most
ecologically diverse in Amherst. The Hop Brook and extensive wood
wetlands characterize this watéh resairce. Lawrence Swamp contair
a number of  twhiahtap aoswhsténtal locatjlifér and
provide Amherst with excellent drinking watefhe area includes
hundreds of acres of rich farmlan@/hile most of Lawrence Swamp is
under some form gfreservation, a few hundred acres are still a high
priority for the Townds | and caqg

Bay Road Viewshed

With the MountHolyoke Range to the south, the Bay Road corridor is
of the most scenic viewsheds in Amher@t.chards, farmlandnd
wooded wetlands characterize this beautiful akedew small parcels
remain unprotected.

Hampshire College Farmland

Hampshire Collegenaintains a significant number of acres of prime
farmland both in Amherst and Hadlelfor many years Amhersah

tains
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continued to discuss options for the preservation of this land with col
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officials. As part of the recently created Rivers to Range Initiathe Section 4

Co |l | eggoaltural lamd provides an important connection between _

South Amherst and the extensiaemland off South Maple Street in Environmental

Hadley. Inventory &
Analysis

Fort River Corridor (including Muddy, Plum and Hop Brooks)

The Fort River and its tribaties help define South Amherst witbh
farmland, extensive wetlandend excellent wildlife habitatThis system
is cansidered one of the most important watersheds-siale for the
diversity of fresh water mussels and includes one fedezatigngered
species.Efforts to preserve more land and improve water quality in these
streamsreongoing andarea major focus othe Town and many regional
conservation organizations.

South East Street Farmland and Viewshed

The farmland and scenic views to the Pelham Hills characterize South
East Street and make it one of the most beautiful drives in Amh@fst.
particular noteare the natural and cultural amenities within this viewshed:
the Norwottuck Rail Trail corridothe Fort RiverandtheHop Brook to
the east.

Ambherst College Sanctuary and Grasslands

Ambherst College has worked diligently during the past 20 years/aaje
management plans ftieir lands east of Roufiel 6 in South Amherst.
Their Sanctuary and extensive grasslands provide excellent habitat for a
number of animals in close proximity to downtown Amhefidte College
has built an extensive trail netwatkatconnecs withthe Norwottuck Rai
Trail, providingstudents and the general public many opportunities to
hike, run, and bike through the Sanctuary.

Amethyst Brook Corridor

Amethyst Brook and its tributaries provide excellent cold water habitat for
native fish including the Eastern Brook Tro@&urrounded by protected
forest and farmland, efforts to protect additional acreage will focus or
parcels with river frontage anmhrcel thatomplete large blocks of
contiguous protected land3he upper raches of the Amethyst Brook
watershed contain the small brooks and streams that supply our reservoirs
in Pelham with a ckn, consistent supply of water.
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North East Street Farmland and Viewshed

With excellent views to the east and west, North East S&rget another

Section 4.
Environmental

example of preservation efforts in Amherst during the past 40 ybBrst Ipventory &
nall

of the farm and forestland here is permanently protected but a few sn
parcels may be considered for future preservation.

Cushman Forest Reserve

Located east dflenry Street in North Amherst this area contains one of

the largest unfragmented blocks of forest land in Amhé¢sbwn
principally for the migration of mole salamanders through the tunnels
installed for their safe passage under Henry Street, thesarea i
characterized by dry, upland forest with bedrock outcroppings.

North Amherst Agricultural Block

West of Poute116 in North Amherst lies one of the largest contiguous
blocks of prime farmland itown. While much of ths landand farmland
just over theown line in Hadleys in the APR Program, some very larg
and significant parcels remain a priority for farmland preservafidre
Mill River, Eastman Brook and Swamp Brook also add great ecologiq
value to this region.

Mill River and Cushman Brook Corridors

The Mill River bel ow Puf f er ¢fegrm R
the core of an extensive greenway in North Amherst stretching from
Leverett to HadleyBoth contain abovaverage water quality and are
known for their recreational value taerst residents and visitors alikg
This corridor is significant to many nesting bird species as well as an
number of mammals including moose, turkey, deer and bear. The up
watershed of the Cushman Brook provides water to the Atkins Reser

PuffeO8 O 0T T A O , AOGAOAOO #1 OOEAI

This important wildlife corridor has long been identified by Amherst a
Leverett as a high priority focusaredlo st of t he | an
Pond is protectedut hundreds of acres to the north are not in any loc
state conservation programn excellent opportunity exists to work

closely with private |l andowner g
section of Amherst.
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G. Environmental Challenges

The most significant environmental challenges that impact ccatsamiands
and need to be addressed include control of invasive species, overuse 3
inappropriate use of conservation lands, and maintaining eyaddity and

guantityin thevarious rivers, ponds, streams and wetlands found in Amh

Invasive Exotic Species

One of the most critical environmental concerns facing the town is the

abundance and spread of invasive exotic species. Exotic invasive plant
speciesinparticuldrave become a serious th
over the past dmde. Som of the best known and most prevalent include
purple loosestrife, multiflora rose, glossy buckthorn, and winged euonym
(firebush). In 1995, purple loosestrife was present on only two or three s
in town. There are now at least 20 documented irracations throughou
Town, and all are growing. Many species that began their invasions ang
gained a foothold over the past 30 years have recently undergone treme
population expansions.

The biological and economic cost to the Town of these imeapecies is
becoming evident, as their control is highly problemaltitakesan enormous
amount of time and resourcescontrol justoneexoticspeciesn a
concentrate@rea, while eradicating thefrom a given sitéakesyears of
continuous effos in the form of mowing, cutting, uprooting, and applying
herbicides.In many cases, applying herbicides to cut stems is the only
practical, effective way of ridding a site of a problem pldntsome cases, a
with Japanese knotweed, fourormorecgtth a year can
energy supplies and cause them to die out, but the work required is
formidable In field situations, multiple tractor mowings can weigh the
competitive balance toward native grasses and forbs and away from mu
rose glossy buckthorn, winged euonymous, and autumn olive. But adjac
hedgerowsnd edges are now usually filled with the same species, which
continually tryto migrate and restablish themselves in the fields.

Over the past five years the Town ltasried out various efforts to try to
control invasive species, in some cases on Town land, in others on priva
land in partnership with owners like Amherst College, farmers whose lan
under APROs, and small ownertgral i n
biodiversity Grants from the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife
Refuge have paid for projects on a variety of ar@sdunteers working in
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cooperation with the New England Wild Flower Society and the Conservation

Department have conductedrious efforts to monitor and control invasive
species The Hitchcock Center, the Kestrel Trust, the Public Shade Tree

t

Q\ /. Town of Amherst
*\'\ Open Space and Recreation Plan| 2009 Update

46

t

Environmental

he

he



Committee, and the Conservation Commission have held public forums tOSection 4
help acquaint the public with the problem species and with durrethods by )

which they can attempt to control them. Environmental
Inventory &
Overuse & Inappropriate Use of Conservation Lands Analysis

Ambherst is blessed with an abundance of publxxiitected lands, but

extensive, marginaltgontrolled use of these lands represents a growing
problemfor environmental resource and the community. Simple overuse of
favored areas by local residents and regional users, increasing conflicts
between user groups, and inappropriate activity by citizens accustomed [to
unencumbered and unregulated recreatianinh e i r 6 0 allpkthesel jand s
are resulting in cumulative damage to the critical environmental resources
Amher stds residents have come tol enjoy and t

Notable among the areas impacted by overuse or inappropriate use are the
following two:

x Pufferés Pond conservation arjlea and adj ac
upstream and downstream of the pdrttiese areas are heavily used
by nearby residents and people from across the region for swimming,
small craft boating, stream dipping, fishing, dog wadkiand hiking.

x  Amethyst Brook conservation afea favorite area for both hiking
and dog walking.

In both areas, the combination of persistent, heavy use and conflicts betiveen

users who would believe that onlly 6theird pr
legitimate are leading to both sustained damage of the resource and
increasingly heavy demands on land management personnel and police} In
some cases, these problems become public safety issues.

T h e T conserdation lands represent a regional resaised by
thousands of citizens from other western Massachusetts communities, as well
as Amherst residents. Only significantly increased management and
regulation of these and other walled conservation lands will protect
Amh er edelveslangsrand¢ii zensd futselrws. &amcegss t o th
example, a draft Pufferds Pond Management Pl
citizen committee is being formed to oversee the creation of proposals for new

approaches to Town management of this conservation resource.
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Water Quality & Quantity

Hazardous waste and brownfield sites

x  North Amherst Center
Development in the floodplain in North Amherst Center (a forn
19th century mill village) includes uncontrolled fill and
automotiverelated businesses immediately adjaterthe Mill
River, uses which date from the early to mid 20th century.

x Pelham Road & Fort River
Northeast Utilities owns and is in the process of cleaning up a
WWII-era coal gasification plant site adjacent to the Fort Rive
upstream of Pelham Road.

x Amherst Depot Area
The area surrounding the historic Amherst Depot was the site
numerous 19th and early 20th century factories and includes g
older buried fuel storage tanks.

Landfills

Ambherst has two closed landfillegth onBelchertown Road) and an
active transfer station and recycling centéne older (unlined) landfill
south of Belchertown Road was ¢
further study of groundwater flows and methane containnEm site
has been identified as a possible recosatirea The newer landfill was
built, maintained and capped to more recent DEP standards.

Erosion

The Mill River in North Amherst and its banks are prone to seasonal
chronic erosion Steps were taken to arrest part of this problem during
19866 s al ong Pine Street but addi
erosion at the Mill River Recreation Area and along Meadow Street &

Rt. 116. The Cushman Brook along East Leverett Road is also eroding its

banks as it cuts to the North.
Chronic Flooding
There are three areas in Amherst where major flooding occurs:

1 Mill River/Swamp Brook confluence off Meadow Street in
North Amherst
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9 Fort River at Hickory Ridge Country Club in South Amhers
1 Fort River and Hop Brook ConfluenteEast of South East
Street
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In addition to the three main areas of flooding, beaver activity througl
town creates localized flooding that can cause as much damage as
flooding from the Mill or Fort River.

Sedimentation

The Conservation Commission supports an aggressive pragrand
use planning and ongoing management to prevent possible contamir]
oforwatet osses from the Towfhhgs gr o
Conservation Commission will work closely with the Department of
Public Works in terms of monitoring road and pégeirface ruroff and
finding ways to appropriately address sedimentation and other polluts
which enter Amherstds waterways
The Department of Public Worla@sostrives toimplement the NPDES
Phase Il regulationsvhich require significant storm water and runoff
mitigation for most construction projects and developmeftsng with
the Townds efforts to maintain
supplies by protecting streams and watersheds from siltation and
contamination, Amherst will need to give increasing attention to the
protection of both quality and quantity of the water recharged into its
groundwater supplies.

Development Impact

Amher st ds extensive devel opment
numerous rgulatory steps (zoning, health, wetlands) whereby impacts
water supply and quality can be prevented or mitigated.

Ground and Surface Water Pollution

Research is needed into the groundwater impactsistfreg and historic
brownfieldsites, as well asmgoing monitoring of changes in potentially
polluting land uses such as intensive cropping or feedlots.

Impaired Water Bodies

Ambherst is fortunate to have a relative abundance of both surface and

subsurface water supplyrhe Mill and Fort Rivers as Wes their
tributaries crisscross the town providing water resources for human
and wildlife. Amherst only has a few ponds of any significant $ize
Pufferods, UMass Campus, Epstein
Although the overall health diie Mill and Fort Rivers is relatively good
there is ample evidence that water quality and overall aquatic health
smaller tributaries in town suffer from increased levels of siltation

Testing conducted in 2007 of water quality in the Fort River atdit

"%ection 4.
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The public health and environmental impacts of beaver activity result
from the current lack of viable population control alternatives includes
damming and the creation of new channels, and ¢dorenonderstated.

The following bodies of water will require further study:

1 Mill River below North Amherst Centewater quality and
quantity

Fort River water quality anguantity

Puf f e r-@giltatioR, Giardia, erosion, over use

Tan Brook water quaty

UMass Campus pordvater quality, erosion and sedimentat
Plum Brook siltation and water quality

Hop Brook siltation

Cushman Brook in the vicinity of Haskins Meadoweaver
ponding and increased water temperature impacts on uniq
cold water steam habitats downstream

= =4 =4 -8 -8 -9 -9

Given theimplications of climate change, such as less frequent but m
severe storm events and early spring mglof snowpack in the upper
reaches of local and regional watershedsterquality may also become
an issue in town The Conservation Department is committed to
researching issues related to
the Fort and Mill Rivers.

Forested Lands and Timber Management

The Town of Amherst ownsearly 2,600 acres of forested land to protect
surface water supplies. The watershed lamdgether intown or in
neighboring communities, are managed to maintain water quality throug
selective forestry and timber harvesting, with dldelitionalbenefis of
providing wildlife habitat and informal arsdo recreate. Motorized vehicle
and all formal recreation areas such as trails and playing fields are prohi
on watershed lands. The only exception is the-tv@lleled and historic rout
of the Metacomet & Monadnock (M&M) Trail as it crosses tigtothe
Pelham Reservoir System watershed. Watershed lands are considered
restricted open space and allow only informal passiveaditional
consumptive forms of recreation such as walking, bird watching and hun
which do not threaten the integrity thie water resourcelhe Town of
Ambherst pevenstrails from developing on protected watershed ldnds
restricting access with peri mete
access roa] partnerships with thiecal Police Departmest and weekly
windshield inspections with semiannual site visits. These measures hayv
used successfully to maintain the nearly 2,600 acres of forested land the
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Guiding the T owHeins(10gean) forégsnasagement @an,

Section 4.

The planéds goals are to ptermdndiorg |cbnvironmeatal i
term), enhance wildlife habitat, protect soil and water gand produce t &
forested lands that mainta@nbalance of new growth and mature trees, and anen ory

varietyof soft and hard wood specieghe plan also strives to limit the sprea¢\nalysis

of invasive species and presetkee canopy to maintain the high water

gual ity entering Amherstdds drinkjing water s

maintain water quality, sensitivea@ogical areas and the mediueld

aquifer located near the reservoirs will be protected from future development

and agricultural uses.

As part of -tAenhmmrfsardhesst om@nagement

manager works with a licensed forester toalep annual cutting plans for
individual properties (and specified areagjhendevelopingheseannual
plansgreat care is taken to minimize the impact to the environrtrees
marked prior to harvestingjjter strips are used along wetlands or sewsiti

areasskid trails are matted with slasiind harvests are timed to occur duripg
frozen or dry conditions to protect the hydrologic resources of a propertyl.

Matting and slash are also frequently used to stabilize stream crossings,
portable bridgeare used where necessaRegeneration of saplings is

protected by proper skid road layout, directional felling, and the use of a
forwarder. The methods used for such selective natural harvesting ensur
that the Town will continue to have a viable farg®peration.

Environmental Equity Issues

All of the residents of Amherst, including those belonging to identified
environmental justice populations, have access to and many opportuniti
enjoy the extensive protected open space in town. Howeveojes in
Section 9, the Severiear Action Planthe Town intends to increase the
amount of local neighborhood parks, especially areas with facilities for
families; expand active recreational land close to population centers; ang
increase connectivity ofoniservation and recreation lands so that pedestri
can access these areas without driving. All conservation areas are free
charge and many are located along public transportation routes. Even't
parks and recreation areas that may charge a nofeeédr use during the
summer or for participation in sports leagaessubsidized by the Leisure
Services and Supplemental Education Departmessare thathe activities
areaffordable for all residents.

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, therecaneimber otensudblock group
area that qualify as having environmental justice populations that meet ¢
two and three of the statedbds cri
colleges in Amherst, there is a broad spectrum of nationalitiestanttities
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l'iving in the community. Many s
resident population even though they may not live here for thetéwsrmg As

tQetfight4s 2af

students with limited employment and income, their reported earnings areEnvironmental

significantly lowe than the statewide median income. Similarly, many
international students consider Amherst their home while they are attend
these institutions, skewing the number of foreloigmn and immigrant
populations present yeaound in Amherst or as loAgrmresidents.

However, many students remain in Amherst or nearby communities after

graduation and continue to live andveork in Amherst and become fully
integrated into the fabric of the communit&s seen in Map 2, the
Environmental Justice (EJ) poptitms of Amherst are distributed

proportionally across town, with populations meeting two or more criterig

irl&ventory &
Analysis

concentrated around UMass and the colleges. The EJ populations live in the

same village centers and town center alongside the remaining residents
have access to the same utilities, infrastructure, and open space amenit

a
es.
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Introduction
(See Map 7: Inventory of Lands of Conservatiofa Recreation Interest)

(See AppendixA: ADA Action Plan & 2006 Transibn PlanUpdate)

The following Sectiorprovides an inventory of the variousvels ofprotected
landin the Town of Amherdby identifying and examimg the degree of
protection of a variety of private, public, and ranmofit owned parcels.

The inventory is intended to provide the reader &itieneral overview, in
narrative form, describing the various classifications of petimanently
protected angartially prdected lands in the Town of Amherst. The
accompanying map has been preparatiustratethe arrangementontext
and levels oprotection ofthe open space land within Town. Lastly, this
inventory provides a detailed mat(i®ee Appendi B: Inventory of Protected
Landg containing parcel specific information suchnaap and parcel
numbersacreage, ownershipnd recreation potéal.

Parcel specific information has been extrapolated fronT tlven of Amherst
Tax Assessment recordad has been cross referenedtwn possiblevith the
Registry of Deeds. ThHEown 6s Geogr aphi c aasuded
to create the map and mients of the detat matrix.

For the purposes of this inventory, the types of land are discussed in ter
Private, Public and NeRrofit ownership. The primary objective is to
examine the valuable open space in the Town and identify whether it is
pemanently protected, partially protected or not protected.

Protected Open Space

A significant amount of land, approximately 5,300 acres representing 30
percenbf Amher st és surface area (to
permanently protected opspace.The permanently protected lands range
from Townowned conservation land with public access to privately owne
land with Conservation Restrictionslemd owned by the Commonwealth o
Massachusetts such @sich of the Mount Holyoke Rang&he pemanently
protected land is distributed throughout town so that it is only a short wa
from the village centers or town center until @ad enjoy the preserved opé
space or walk along the network of trails that conneeasy conservation
areasn town.
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The environmental justice populations, like the remaining residents of Section 5
town. '

Ambherst, have many opportunities to enjoy the protected open space in

However, as noted in Section 9, Bevenyear Action Plan, the Town intenddnventory of

to increase the amount afdal neighborhood parks, especially areas with
facilities for families; expand active recreational land close to population

pedestrians can access these areas without drithgonservation areas ar

free of charge and many are located along public transportation routes. E@Q‘d Recreation
ring

the parks and recreation areas that may charge a nominal fee for use du
the summer or for participation in sports leagues is subsidized by thed.e
Services and Supplemental Education Departritemake the activities
affordable for all residents

Table 127 Protected Lands in Amherst, 2009

Number of Total
Type of Open Space Parcels Acreage
Permanently Protected
Town Conservation Areas 156 1,828
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 44 935
APR Land 56 2,038
Conservation Restrictions 23 170
Recreation Areas and Parks 10 126
Water Department 17 310
Subtotal of Permanently Protected 306 5,407
Partially Rotected
Chapter 61 185 2,640
Subdivision Open Space 6 75
Schools 16 108
Private Land Trusts 50 272
Subtotal of Partially Protected 257 3095
TOTAL 563 8,502

Permanently Protected Open Space

Permanently protectedpen space is lan@tsaside for conservation,
agriculture oractive andoassive recreation purposes. Open space land
includes parcels protected from development and managée
Conservation Department a@nservatiorCommission Town-owned
parcels not intended for sade development but managed by an organizati
other than the Conservation Commission; parcels owned by the State or
Federal government; qugsublic; and private properties.

Lands of
centers; and increase connectivity of conservation and recreation lands sq@imtservation

on
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Town Conservation Lands - Public ownership Section 5

(See AppendixB-1: Town Conservation lands)
Inventory of
These areas are open lands permanently protected for a wide range of U$pls of
includingpreservation of wildlife habit and corridors, safeguarding )
important viewsheds and community character, and providing Conservation
opportunities folactive and passivecreationand outdoor education. ;
Town-owned conservation land benefits the flora and fauna of Amhersta‘nd Recreation
well as adding to the quality of life enjoyed by residents and visitors.

The Town of Amherst currently hasB28acres designated as Town
Conservation Land.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts z Public ownership
(See AppendixB-2: Stateowned Land

The State owns a significant amountohtiguoudand in the Mount
Holyoke Range as a means of permanently protectiagitiquenatural
resource found in southeAmherstand neighboring communitiesThese
lands are open to the public and include park roads, trails and the Natch
Visitor Center on Route 116, which welcontlee masses of tourists and
outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy the Range.

The Commonwealth of Maachusettsurrently owns and manages 935
acres in Amherst.

| COEABI OOOAT 00AOAOOA GPlivite 2 AOOOEAOEI T 0O !
ownership
(See AppendixB-3: APR Lands)

The APR program allows the State, Town, or combination of the two, to
purchase the developmenghits on farmland in order to preserve the
l andds use Thsvoludagyrpriogramlbays theedevelopment
rights from the farmer or landowner, which is the difference between the
fair market value of the land and the agricultural value optbeerty.

The Town of Amherst currently h@s038acres designated in Agricultural
Preservation Restrictions.

AL ~ Town of Amherst -
*\'\ Open Space and Recreation Plan| 2009 Update



Conservation Restrictions j # 2 p Righte ownership
(See AppendixB-4: CR Lands)

Private propertgan be permanentlyrotected open spacetifere is a
conservation restriction placed on the property. These are developm
rights held by the State with additional restrictions held by the Town.
ensures that land will remain in its natural, open condition. This is a
voluntary program ented into by landowners.

The Town of Amherst currently hd30acres of land designated in
Conservation Restrictions.

Town Parks and Recreation Areas z Public ownership
(See AppendixB-5: Town Parks and Recreation Aregs

The Town owns and manages jasten areas designated as a park or
recreation facilityMill River Recreation AreaPlum Brook, Community
Field, Groff Park, Markertos Pg
Course (See Appendix €0: Optional Map d Parks, Open Space and
Recreaton Facilities).

These areas include more formalized land uses focused on providing
community with a rangef activerecreatioropportunitiesncluding
mixed-use playing fields, swimming pooksndplaygrounds. These areg
often contain parking andlagr facilitiesused byresidents, nomesidents
and organized groups.

The Town of Amherst currently hd26 acresof land designatedsa own
Recreation Areadut it must be noted that & those 12@cres are part
of the Cherry Hill Golf Course, a niffgle municipal courseThis
reduces the amount of land used for active recreation, organized spag
and other activities t60 acres.

Town Commons z Public ownership

Amhersthas thred own Commondocatedwithin the more densely
settled areas of thEown Center, East Village, and South Amherst Villg
Center. These areas cannot support heavy use from organized spor
recreation, but are best enjoyed for passive recreation and informal
activities.

The Town of Amherst currently hd@sacres of landlesignated as Town
Common.
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Partially Protected Open Space

Partially protected open space can be property with types of deed restrig
limiting development to certain areagpen space that cannot be developec
a specific term otime period (i.econservation restrictions may apply for
only 30 years); and land that may be currently protected but does not ha
regulations ensuring its permanent protection, such as institutional land
holdings.

Chapter 61 land - General

Land in this classificatiorsivoluntarily committed, by the landowner, tg
be used temporarily for agricultural, forest or recreational use in exch
for a reduction in taxes paid to the local municipality. Parcels taxed (
the Chapter 61 (Forestry), Chapter 61A (Agriculturayl 1B
(Recreation) tax classification are in private ownership and are not
protected open space areas. The tax classification enables the lands
taxed at their use value rather than the full fair market value. The To
has the right of first refus# the parcels are sold prior to the expiration
the tax abated status. Owners of land classified under Chapters 61,
and 61B must notify the Town before selling or converting the land tq
another useThis allows the Town to protect individual@pspace
parcels as they enter the market or become threatened by developm

The Town of Amherst currently has a totalgB40acres in the three
Chapter 61 land classifications.

Chapter 61 z Private ownership
(See AppendixB-6: Chapter 61Lands)

Known as the AForestland Tax L4
by providing tax benefits to maintain forests. This program is for
properties of contiguous forestland of ten acres or more and is
administered by the Massachusetts Department oféDeaison and
Recreation.

The Town of Amherst currently has 1/08cres of land designated as
Chapter 61 land.

Chapter 61A z Private ownership
(See AppendixB-7: Chapter 61ALands)

Chapter 61A classification is for lands used primarily for agriculbure
horticulture. Land in agricultural use is defined as land primarily use
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raising animals, which includes everything from cattle to bees o fur Section 5
bearing animals. Land in horticultural use is land used for growing )
anything from fruit to vegetables twnamental shrubs. Inventory of

The Town of Amherst currently has 1,485 acres of land designated as Lands of
Chapter 61A land. Conservation

and Recreation
Chapter 61 B z Private ownership
(See AppendixB-8: Chapter 61BLands)

Chapter 61B is designed to promote conservation of open space and
recreatimal lands. To qualify for the program, a landowner must have at
least five acres retained in a substantially natural, wild, open, pastured or
landscaped condition. Recreational use includes hiking, camping, golfing,
horseback riding, skiing, swimming aothers specified in the Chapter
61B statute.

The Town of Amherst currently has 118 acres of land designated as
Chapter 61B land.

Subdivision Open Space
(See AppendixB-9: Subdivision Open Spade

Through zoning regulations anequirements of residaat developments
Amherst has been able to protect land on approximately 50 properties.
Although the land is currently preserved because of the existing landjuse
regulations, future changes and amendments to local and state regulations
could mean that dast a portion of these properties could be
development.

The Town of Amherst currently h@g2acres of land designated as
Subdivision Open Space

School Property z Public ownership
(See AppendixB-10: School Property)

Ambherst has two distinct schiogystems: the localown School
Department and the regional school district. The School Department owns

and manages the land at the elementary schools while the Amherst Pelham
Regional School District controls land at the middle and high schools|
This dstinction, perhaps undifferentiated when talking colloquially about
primary and secondary education in town, is critically important when
assessing the amount of school land available for recreational use. The

AL ~ Town of Amherst £g
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regional school land, because it is not Teswwned property, is not alway
available for use by LSSE, and more recently, is off limits to summer
sports.

Therefore, theproperties owned and managed by the School Departm
arein high demand andsed for a varietgf activities, such thatlaying
fields commonly ©6ov &hmelschqolé pravide fields
and indoor space for softball, Little League, socUéimate Frisbee,
football, lacrossevolleyball, dodge ball, and other$he more flexible a
field or facility is to accommodatdifferent activities the more likely it is
to suffer from overuse and neglected maintenance.

The Town of Amherst currently hd27 acres of land designated a
School propertywhich includes both the Town schools and the Regio
schools The Town schols occupy67 acres while the regional schools
total 60 acres. Even this acreage can be teased apart because muc
school property is building and parking lots, and cannot be used for
recreation. When excluding these areas, the schools providersimyith
a total of 45 usable acres, 23 acres spread across six town school sit
22 acres at regional middle school and high sch(i#e Appendix €1.:
Optional Map K School Fields and Playgrounds).

Tax Exempt Property
(See AppendixB-11: Tax Exenpt Property)

Amherst contains 6,017 acres of tax exempt propertg {3percentof

all land in Amherst).These parcels include ngmofit organizationglocal
land trusts) private recreation land, and major institutional holdiaigthe
colleges and uwersity in town The tax exempt parcels are privately
owned and in most cases are not protected open spaces. Many of th
properties contribute to the town character and provide recreational 4
(See Appendix €12: Optional Map B Tax Exempt Land).
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A. Description of Process

Section 6.

Community

To guarantee that this plan accurately reflects the needs, desires, and c BN
of Amherst citizens, a series of public meetings were held throughout toywn

between June 2007 and March 2@0&8oincide with the recent master
planning processDuring this time, presentations were made to the
Agricultural CommissionSelect BoardPlanning Board, Conservation
Commission, and Leisure Services and Supplemental Education (LSSE

Commission. A workable draft of this plan was alsespnted to these same
boards and committeestine spring o009 at public meetings to ensure the

integration of their input and that of Amherst residents.

To kick off the citizen participation component of this plan, two public

meetings were held irude 2007. Specifimterest groups were invited to the

meetings through a mailed invitation and email. These groups included
members of the Agricultural Commission, Conservation Commission, LS
Commission, and the Open Space and Recreation working gf ol

Comprehensive Planning Committee

attracting a wide audience. Additional priorities were gathered through
discussions among town staff in the Conservation,ritign LSSE, and
Public Works departments.

SE

, whi ch
Draft Master Plan. Various activities designed to gather thoughts and ideas
were used at these meetings, including: an exercise where participants were
asked to identify priorityparcels; break out groups; and question and answer
sessions. Meetings were held at various locations across town as a means of

Therecentmaster planning process, Planning Amherst Together, provided a

valuable resourckor public input thatelped inform the goals, strategies and

actions of this plan Many opinions and suggestions wgeghered using
webbased questionnaires and tool s
public process that achieves broadly based, informed, and thoughtful
consideration of the cr DaftMasterPlans

2008). Working groupsother related public meetings, a community survey,

hel

Afdesigned

ues

P

t

confront

and an open house were integral component s

2008 Draft Master Plan. The Open Space and Recreation Working Group

formed as part of Planning Amherst Together discussed twoaditions and
strategies necessary to achieve communitle goals, and their comments
have been incorporated into this plan.

In order to reach residents who could not attend the meetings, an Open Space

and Recreation Plan webpage was hostedontheTow we b si t e
to June, 2008 and from February to June, 2009. Newsflashes and other
were used to direct the community to the webpage, which included the

individual text sections of the report, relevant maps, and an online comm

from Mar ch

media

ent

form so thasuggestions and opinions could be submitted electronically to the
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Conservation Departmenthe Department also welcomed comments in
writing, by phone or through email.

B. Statement of Open Space and Recreation
Goals

Ambherst attracts and retains @its who deeply value their quality of life
and who have a great commit ment
and character. This character encompasses not only a diversity of cultu
experiences, economic pursuits, and scenic beauty, but opipied for
outdoorrecreation and enjoying the physical side of life. It is important fg
many to preserve and enhance these resources for current and future re
Given Amherstés regional appeal,
and ecreation goals to address these concefhe goals are as follows:

x Protectfarmland and prime soileind thugnhane A mh e rrgal 0 ¢
character and agricultural viability.

x Focusland preservation efforts in areas identified as priority habitg
(for rare and endangered speciesntainingvaluable natural
resourcesprime agricultural soilsyatershed lands that supply
Amherstodos drinking water, and
undeveloped open space.

x Provide and develop multise and multgenerational recreational
opportunities that bring townspeople together.

x Expand and connect exisgipreserved land andail system to make
greenway network throughout town.

x Develop a variety of land protection approaches that balance

development regations, protection of natural resources and wildlife

habitat, and the need for recreational space.

x Develop partnerships with organizations to protect, manage and
promote the townés natur al at
and thecultural econom.

x Increase land area available for active recreation in Amherst.

x Improve stewardship of conservation lands and trails.

Vision
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A. Summary of Resource Protection Needs

The Amherstommunityand the Towrhaveexpressed a great commitment
preservingtheara 6 s uni que | andscape and
has been acquiring land for conservation. Todaysd ¢d6,311acres, 080
percent of the Town of Amherstos
land. The amount of pserved lanth Amherst belies the vulnerability of

Section 7.
Analysis of

tNeeds
character.

tot al |l and

undeveloped parcels, especially when a 2002 build out analysis determiped

that a significant amount of ndwomescouldbeconstructed outside the
existing village centers. The Town is committed to protecting more land
which wi Il |l help to preserve the co
opportunities even as new growth occurs.

Establishing strategies and i mpl
valuable natural resources are often coupled with projects that seek to
accommodate the increasing need for more recreational facilities and

mmuni tyos op

ementati on n

opportunities. The Conservation Commission, with help from various town

staff and departments, and through a valuable public input process, has
determined the f ol |tanantrggourtceproteaionA
needs:

x To support the locdarmingcommunity

x To expand large blocks of existipgeserved lands

x To make an interconnected trail system through innovative land u
policies and zoning;

x To acquire property for the protacton of wet | ands
drinking water supply, and to provide areas for the flood storage;

x  To marage Town land and facilities to maximize their value for
wildlife habitat, recreation, scenery, natural resource preservation

the enhancementofh e Towndés appear anc el

Local Farming

Through community surveys conducted during the development of the Q
Space and Recreation Plan, and through citizen participation during the
Master Planning process, it became apparent that the Town haseshanag
growth largely through aggressive conservation land acquisition and rea
60stgap 6 zoning measures; two meth
historic settlement pattern of compact mixesk village centers separated [
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ods that ar

y

Q\ /. Town of Amherst
*\'\ Open Space and Recreation Plan| 2009 Update

62

mher st s mos

(



working landscapes hanging. Despite the aggressive land acquisition
policies, a third of Amherstos f

industry, historic character and its economy. As faet$ transform into
frontage lots or largéot subdivisionsonce historic rural routes bear near
constant traffic while increased land values make farming less and less
profitable. Even a single development, which may happen too quickly fq
public outre@ch or open space preservation, can completely alter the vial
of a smalscale farming operation and change the entire-glegd, even if
most of thdand isprotected.

The many farming operations in Amherst need protection from private
developmentdramatic changes in land use, and sale of land without
consideation of thepossible alternativesuch asonservation restrictions,
agriculturalpreservatiorrestrictionsChapter 61, mixed development

scenariosor acquisitionby the state or the Townrfopen space preservation.

The primary need is to complete the major blocks of landpreserved and
protectedunder Agricultural Preservation Restrictions to maintain a local
viable farming industry. With close to 2,000 acres under protection, the
has a significant agricultural base, but it is important to complete protect
the major farm blocks to maintain their integrity, prevent incursions by
residents who might object to farm activities, noise, or ododsprovide an
intact reservoir of\aailable land as the local and regional farm economies
change.The recently adopted Right-Farm bylaw helps promote
agriculturebased economic opportunities, and protects farmlands within
Town of Amherst by allowing agricultural uses and relatetviies and
promoting efficient conflict resolution with abutters and Town agencies.

Two areas with significant farm blocks are along North East Street and E
Road. The largescale farming operations along North East Street, which
north-south in eat Amherst, have sustained farmers for generations. Rec
development threatens the ability of these farms to continue operating in
future. The Bay Road corridor in South Amherst alongMbeant Holyoke
Range which offers a glimpse into the agrariivelihood that once thrived i
the community, is also under threat from development and increased lan
values. In addition to the presence of farming operations, this corridor b
as a Native American trail and has seen continuous use since colonial
settlemend a valuable resource that needs protection.

Preserved Land

Shortly after acquiring property to protect watershed lands, the Town be
its open space and farmland protection efforts with purchases along the
River in1963. Since then, Amh& has amassed8R8acres of conservation
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land, andhe Conservation Departmemis been integral to the acquisition
Agricultural Preservation Restrictions on 34&cres of farmland on 32
properties and an additionaf@acres protected by ConsenaatiRestrictions,

Ambherst has gradually acquired conservation lands that would eventuall
constitute a system of fully protected blocks of wildlife habitat and green
space, with correspondingly high scenic, recreational, and educational v
Just as th@own continues to preserve blocks of active agricultural lands,
there is an urgent need to protect and expane laliacks of existing open
space ldentification and prioritization of thes@endshas determined the
following sites to be critical to wilde habitat, natural resource protection,
and community enjoyment:

Pulpit Hill: the area north of Pulpit Hill Road bounded on the east by the
England Central Railroad, on the north by the Leverett town line, and on
west by Route 63Already proteted are the 5@cre Eastman Brook
Conservation Area, the 1dtre CousirdNVood complex just east of the
railroad, the Eacre Parsons Conservation Area, theadfe Patteson property
and the 9@acre Cherry Hill Golf Course and adjacent Cherry Hillidmusing
land protected by Conservation Restriction.

Cushman Brook green bethe area along Cushman Brook between East
Leverett Road and Market Hill Road\lready protected are the &itre
Haskins Meadow Conservation Area (Amherst and ShuteslauBgcre
parcel next to the brook midway along East Leverett Raad the 2&cre
Cushman BroolCorridor property

Plum Brook green belthe area along Plum Brook from Middle Street and
Chapel Road north to Pomeroy Lane, Pomeroy Court, and West Street
Already potected are the 3d@cre Plum Springs Conservation Area, thecse
Leslie Farm Conservation Area, nearly 30 acres of protected land in the
Brook Conservation Area south and north of Pomeroy Lane, taereS
Simmons Farm Conservation Area off Mid@&eet the 12acre Westover
Meadow Conservation Areand the Plum Brook South Conservation Area
and PlumBrook Recreation Area south Bbtwine Lane.

TheMount Holyoke Rangencluding land south of Bay Road from the
Belchertown line to the Hadley lin&he original goal for purchases of state
park land on the Range was to secure all land above thimd66ontour line
Present goals are tmmplete land protection above the 466t contour, and
to add land below that line down to as near Bay Rogmbasible so as to
prevent development that woul d s
forested landscape, shared by Amherst, Granby, Hadley, South Hdadley
Belchertown
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Watershed Protection

Ambherst has a strong history of land preservationséemtardship. For
decades, the community has been keenly aware of the value of preserve
for watershed protection, recreation opportunities, supporting the local
farming community and for the protection of wildlife and habitat. Beginn
in 1940, tle Town acquired more than 2,000 acres of land in Shutesbury
Pelham from the Amherst Water Company to protect its surface water st
reservoirs. Th&own now holds approximately 26 acres in Amherst,
Belchertown, Pelham, and Shutesbury to proteslliwatersheds that suppl
Ambherst with much of its drinking water.

The Town water supply system currently has seven sources that include
Atkins Reservoir in Shutesbury and Amherst, the Pelham Reservoirs (Hi
Hawley, and Intake), the South Amhevgells (#1 & #2), The Brown Well
(#3), the Lawrence Swamp Well (#4) and the Bay Road Well (#5).

Surface Water Supply: Atkins Reservoir, Pelham Reservoirs

The wo reservoir systems, Atkins Reservoir and the Pelham Reservoi
provide Amherst with appromiately half its drinking water and form the

q

3

Townds surf ace wAtkins Resatvoir, Inclatednng
northeast Amherst and Shutesburys t he Townds | a
supply witha surface area of 51 acres, a capacity of approximately 2(
million gallons of water, and a drainage area of 5.7 square niiles.
PelhamReservoirsare three individual water bodigsmed by
impounding streams draining into Amheasid with a combined surface
area of about 18 acre3he drainage area of thesear@®irs covers
approximately 6.2 square miles with 18.5 miles of streams in the hillg
Pelham east of Amherst.

Even with the | arge amount of g
surface water supplies, minimal changes in the land use, impervious
surfacecoverage, and forested land within a watershed can greatly al
water quality. Scattered development and frontage lot construction

threatePAmher st 6 s d iThe @dnservgionanimession, awa
of the need to pr ot e ctivelytsupgortsT o wn
appropriate measures that will preserve both underground aquifers a
their recharge areas, and ab@reund reservoirs and their watersheds.

The Commission endorses cooperation and assistance with neighbor

towns, acquisition of privatproperty, conservation restrictions, and
implementation of forestry management plans to maintain the ecolog
integrity of |l and surrounding A

The importance of these surface water supplies cannot be underscor
enoughastheyareuphi I I from Amher st and
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drinking water, but feed the many streams that flow through the
communi ty. At kins Reservoir i g
a popular conservation and recreatawaa;such thathe preservedand
surrounding theeservoir helps preserve the water quality of the Cush
Brook and Pufferodos Pond.

Areas in Amherst within thAtkins Reservoir watersheatewithin the

T o w nMatershedProtection overlaglistrictto protect the quality of
ground and surface water entering the drinking water sugpbyrant
awarded by the Massachusetts Department of Environnfemtiction
(DEP)helpedfund the development ofSurface Water Protection Plan
which identifies theotential sources and pathys of contamination and
provide a plan to reduce nonpoint discharges to surface waters.

In 2002the Town purchased a 2itre wooded parcel in Pelham from
Willem vanPeltto protect land adjacent to Amherst watershed propert
Pelham Sixty percent oflie cost came from a grant from the State
Aquifer Land Acquisition ProgramA 2003 grant award from
MassachusetiSEP helped improve the forestry management plan for
lands surrounding the reservoirs and provided funding for the
development of a surface weatprotection plan for the Pelham Reservo
In 2006 about 30 acres of critical land (Bray property) in Pelhagne
purchased for $215,000 by the Water Fumdis property contained 2
feeder streams tdawley Reservoir and was purchased to prevent
resdential development.

Ground Water Supply: Wells in Lawrence Swamp

Al most half of Amherstoés drinki
supplies located in South Amherst and in BelchertoMnoch of the land
surroundhg the wells is protected by the Aquifer Recge Protection

zoning overlay district described earlier in this report. This zoning dis
has strict development requirements requiring clustering of homes ar
onsite storm water infiltration and management.

The Conservation Commission, in addittonother TowrDepartments,
actively pursues the preservation of land and gpace within the
Lawrence Swamp drainage basin to protecgtioeind water suppliesA
2003 grant from the MassachusésP helped fund:

1 An educational program for the elent&ry schools ilAmherst
regarding groundwater protection,

1 Two additionalgroundwater monitor wells in Lawrence
Swamp, and

1 The development of wellhead protection for Wells 1, 3, 4
& 5.
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Trails and Greenways

The Conservation Department manages and aiagtn extensive trail
network covering 80 miles of paths in Amherst alone, and helps maintair
regional trails that extend through the neighboring communities of Shute
and Leverett. This trail network includes a hierarchy of three integrated
systemghat help make Amherst a walkable community

x Major Regional Trails which also includes an interstate trail
x Local Trails
x Local Literary Trails

Major Regional Trails
There are four regional trails that crisscross Amherst, connectintit

outdoor aras such as the Mount Toby Reservation in Sunderland, the

Mount Holyoke Range, and with community destinations such as
downtown Northampton. These trails include the Metacomet and
Monadnock (M&M) Trail, K.C. Trail, Robert Frost Trail, and the

Norwottuck Rd Trail. The Norwottuck Rail Trail is a paved path heav
used by cyclists, pedestrians, families, commuters, and toufisés.

14
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Town of Amherst includes a large portion of the 8.5 mile Norwottuck Rail

Trail which connects Northampton, Hadley and Amhexrsd provides

users with excellent opportunities for biking, rollerblading, walking, and

crosscountry skiing. Numerous lonagistance hiking trails such as the
MetacometMonadnock and Robert Frost Trail also provide outstandir
opportunities for walking@nd hiking.

Local Trails

Most of the trail mileage in Amherst can be walked along local traits t
connect the Major Regional Trails withcal conservation areaghe
village centers, recreational facilities and existing neighborhoods. Th
trails, like the Regional Trails, are in constant need ofiegiance from

g

>
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overuse, degradation from the climate, and age of the infrastructure and

facilities.

Local Literary Trails

The Iliterary trail system recog
literary tradition and its beautiful and diverse landscapeer a dozen

trails named afteauthors, poets and artists that have lived in Amherst
bring outdoor enthusiasts to the many special places and refuges fou
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residents and visitors to thad g
teaches them about an i mportant
through nterpretive signsanda literary trail guide and brochure.

The challengehowever, is to maintain this trail network so that people of gl
abilities can enjoy the local amenities, andinal fvays to link these major
biking and walking trails wittocal trails,the parks, public schools, and tow

n
centers. By looking for opportures to acquire land to connect trails, LSSE
a

and the Conservation Commission can provide residents with access to
network of trails to reduce reliance on cars for transport to places to play
recreate.

In addition to creating connector trails by séegreasements allowing publi
access on private property or through outright acquisition, the Conservati
Department needs an expanded trail caen increased staff supporfihe
Department now has one seasonal trail crew, funded roughly 50 percent
Town funds and 50 percent from donations. Ideally, to maintain a furthey

)
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expanded trail system adequately, the Department should develop two small,

separate trail crews. One seasonal crew is necessary to do all the basig

brushing out, mowing, andloér light, highspeed maintenance of trails in the

annual

system. Especially in a wet year, that work must go on constantly, especgially

in view of the aggressive invasive plants that overwhelm trails, especially
those that are not in shaded forest settings (fhoudt rose, oriental
bittersweet, winged euonymous or burning bush, autumn olive, glossy

buckthorn, Japanese barberry, Japanese knotweed, and others). A second

crew, ideally a yearound group, would work on larger construction and
maintenance projecisbridge building and replacement, painting timber

fences and steel bridges, construction of accessible trails, construction and
placement of signs, and the like. Because of tight Town finances, much|of the

cost of the two trail crews will need to be bohyegrants and donations.

"8 301l AOU | A #1 1
During the past thirty years, the Town has acquired 126 acres of active
recreation land These parks and areas are referred to as Mill River, Plum
Brook, Community Fi
Cherry Hill Golf Course The acquisition of these community spabas been

possible due the multitudes of partners that have helped Amherst over th

| O EOUG

e lordl, Kiwénis ®drikf andPther k |,

e

years: local land trusts and organizations, adjacent towns, state agertties, an

federal programsilt is important to note that not all of the parks were
purchased from private landowners with intention of creating recreationg
open space. Groff Park, for instance, was gifted to the Town, iiwignis

Park was towrowned propertgonverted to recreational land after Amherst

no longer needed it for other uses.
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The limited number of existintacilities need$o be maintained and
renovated, and new facilities ne
recreational landsStrainedbudgets andnsufficientresources have meant
that the recreational facilities do not receive the maintenance and upkee
requiredto keep thenfully ADA compliant or as enjoyable and aesthetical
pleasing as they could b&lo new playfields have been addedhe
Recreation Inventory since 1974 when the Town purchased 13 acres of

property on Potwine Lane for active recreation. Most recently, in 1987, 69

acres were added to the Townobs i
Cherry Hill golf course.

It may seem that with so mudlown-owned conservatioland, approximately
1,800acres, Anherst would meet and exceed current denfi@ncecreational
facilities. However, in order to deter
community/recreational needs, it is im@ort to realize the distinction
between preservddonservation)andand recreationalpenspacé

preservedconservationjand may provide for passive recreation and outdoor

activities without being dedicated solely to playing fields or formal
recreationafacilities. Amherst has responded to tverious types of

activities and usesnjoyed by the community by stretching its resources t(
thin. With such a diverse population of users, it is difficult to concentrate
efforts and fundingo maintain existingecreational facilities.

National Standards (NRPA)

The National Recreation and Parks Administration (NRPA) has developg
widely used standards for the amount of recreational space towns shoul
available and open to the public. NRPA recommendi@of6.2 acres of
active recreational |l and per one
of 35,962 (as of July 1, 2007), the total active recreation land shouldbe
acres, by national standaridowever, AmhersLeisure Services and
SupplementalEducation(LSSE)Departmentmanages onl{26 acres of
recreational land, and 66 of these acres include Cherry Hill Golf Course.

Amher st ds inventory of 1p6uractes af land a
designated as School property, which includes tihrown schools and thg
Regional schoolsThe Town schools occu@6.5acres while the regional

schools total 6@ acres. Even this acreage can be teased apart because
of the school property is building and parking lots, and cannot be used fc
reaeation. When excluding these areas, the schools provide Amherst w
total of only 45 acreased for playing fields and playgroun@8 acres sprea
across six town school sites and 22 acréleategional middle school and

regionalhigh school. LSSHas limited access to the regional school fields
and cannot schedule events or games on these fields.

eSde Cttl Oon 7b e
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However, additional acreage should only be added to meet specific needsSeCtion 7
rather than to arbitrarily increase the number of acres under active recreation )
status. Based on the inventory of active parks and recreation lands, and Analysis of
according to the national standards, Amherst needs to add up to 97 acresteedS
active recreation land to meet the national standards.

State Standards (SCORP) 2006

In the Connecticut Rer Valley Region, as described in Chapter 5 of the
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), swimming
(52%), golfing (268%) and playground use (2§ are the most popular active
organized recreational activities for people living in thisaeg Walking

(44%) and picnicking (2%0), popular passive recreation activities, are

amenities that Amherstods Leisure| Services an
(LSSE) Department can provide. The highest priorities for funding

preferences reported in SCORP were:

Maintaining existing facilities (98);

Restoring and improving outdoor recreational area%j92
Improving access for people with disabilities (89%);
Providing guides and interpretive information (84%); and
Purchasing new outdoor recreational areas (79%)

= =4 =4 -8 A

SCORP shows that fithe inferred njeed fo
Connecticut River Valley Regiono| inclu
courses, new trails and greenways, and new bikewEtys.highest priorities
for funding identified in the SORP and mentioned above mirror the

conservation and recreation priorities for Amherst as well. Thven offers a
tremendous amount of programming and activities, but the existing facilifies
need serious updating and renovations, conservation areasfsurffaxtreme
overuse, and many areas need to improve access for those with disabilities.

Leisure Services and Supplemental Education (LSSE)

A

The mission of the Town of Amher|st s Leisure
Education (LSSE) Department is to cudtie the social, physical, intellectual,
and artistic development of children, youth and adults.

Mul tiple public surveys report tlhat LSSE6s f
are regarded as high quality. In one customer evaluation survey, nearly|three

quarters (71perceny of the participants indicated that the programs and
facilities provided by LSSE are very important to the respondent and/or the
respondent &s pdranimditated that tikey marticipat® at least

‘?i ~ /. Town of Amherst 70
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once a week in LSSE programgBhe programs that users most frequently
participate in are the youth sports, adult education classes, and aquatics
programs. Also populas the annual Fourth of July celebration on the

Section 7.
Analysis of

Uni ity of M husett . Thek tivations for ipait
niversity o assachusetts campus € Key motvations orlpaltium eé\leeds

are a desire to meet new people and socialize, enjoy recreational activiti
provide quality experiences for children, and learn new skills in educatio
programs.

Setting a goal dctveracreation acaeage wolithimelp th
community achieve national standards and meet state funding priorities.
Increasing acreage dedicated to active recreation would also give LSSE
flexibility to expand existing parks and trails when an opportuanigesto
acquire parcels adjacentpoeseved land This would allow Amherst to
enhance the overall quality of experience and activities offered in town.
Leisure Services and Supplemental Education (LSSE) Department, drawv
upon results from the public planning process, and in concervaiithus
town departments, has determined
community needs:

x To maintain existing facilities, trails, and recreational spaces.
x To create a distinct Recreation Department that maintains and
generates funding fahe mainerance and creation attive

recreational facilities.

x To actively pursue development of a Community Recredtamility
in theTown Center.

x To create new and successdotiverecreational facilities to improve
the quality of life for all age gropand diverse populations in the
community;

x To be responsive to changing community interests and needs;

x To provide an adequate supply of accessible -meaihtained
recreational facilities that will meet the needs of our community;

x  To expand opportunés, indoor and outdoor, for swimming, one of
the most popular recreational activities in Amherst;

x To make existing parks attractive destinations within higher density

areas of Amherst, in particular, develop playgrounds for young
children close to downwn and other population centers; and

x To increase accessibility of existing recreational lands and trails, and

public facilities at recreational fields.
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In addition to the general towmide goals stated above, LSSE determined
following site- or actvity- specific need from community surveys:

Community Recreation Centdn a recent LSSE survey, users were
specifically asked whether there is a need for a new community center
Nearly twothirds of the respondents were in support of a centralizelti,-mu
use community center that could provide studio and performing arts spa
teen center, a gymnasium and a swimming pédosimilar proportion of

people stated that they would use such a center on at least a weeklyAbas

indoor/outdoor communitgecreation center that provides indoor swimmin
and other recreational activities would better serve the needs of the
community throughout the whole yeak dedicated recreational center wou
also allow LSSE to offer more conveniently scheduled andalgniocated
activities Currently, the LSSE schedule is limited by the need to use oth
town facilities, such as the schools, for its programs.

ADA Accessibility. Under the guidance of the Conservation Commission
Department oversees close to 2@@@es of public conservation land includ
more than 80 miles of trails. Amherst conservation areas include a mos
different habitats including wetlands, ponds, streams, fields and upland
forests. Trails are found in all parts of Amherst, pro\gdiesidents and
visitors alike with opportunities to walk and cycle through habitats on
everything from basic woodland trails to elaborate elevated boardwalks.
Department maintains hundreds of bridges of all shapes and sires made
of wood, telepbne poles and more complex structures made of steel. M
these areas provide visitors with basic unimproved parking on grass or @
With the exception of those referenced below, none of the Amherst
conservation trails would meet ADA requirements.

Given topography, wetlands, stream crossings and other factors it is higl
unlikely that many Amherst Trails will ever meet ADA requirements.
Instead, it seems prudent to continually assess where new trails might b
added to make other conservation laadsessible, and to improve
accessibility of facilities at existing recreational facilities. The Town has
beginnings of an accessible, or universal access, trail system with the Ke
Flood Trail at the Mill River Conservation Area, the Kevin Dimockillat
the Larch Hill Conservation Area (Hitchcock Center headquarters), the
Norwottuck Rail Trail (extending to Belchertown, Hadley, and Northampt
a short trail from State Street
Pond, and the Rail Trail@hnector to UMassldeally, the system will be
improved and expanded to include other routes potentially suitable for
wheelchair use anly the visually impaired

Swimming Swimming is by far one of the most popular recreational activ
in Amherst The Mill River and War Memorial Pool provide summer use 1
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many residentsThe Middle School Pool has been available during limitec
hours for winter useHowever, users surveyed indicate a desire for bigge
and better pools, an indoor pool, and othenedther relief, such as a spra
park Some of these needs could be met by building a comprehensive
community recreation center, as outlined above.

SkateboardingSkateboarding analler boarding has a significant following
in Amherst from elementary Bool childrento young adults.Thereis no
legal place to skateboard in the towMassachusetts has hundreds of
skateboard parks, but the closest park to Amherst is in Northampton, a f
reach for students and young peoplée result is that skatersausidewalks
illegally and sometimes dangerouslgkateboard parks are typically concre
plaza like structures located in downtown are@sherst has several possih
locations for this activity.

PlaygroundsPlaygrounds for young children are in hdgmand among
young families in Amherst, confirming the findings of the SCORP analys
Recent upgrades to some facilities have been welcétowever, additional
renovations and ongoing maintenance are neelew playgrounds close tQ
downtown and othguopulation centers have been requesidie

devel opment of more playgrounds
youngest residents, and provide a social gathering point for adults.

Golf: The popularity of golfing has recently been satisfied in Amhersi thvé
establishment of the Cherry Hill Golf Cours€his new recreation area
provides affordable access for new golfers in a serene settirggrecreation

area also serves the needs of cammtry skiers and sledders in the winter,

Basketball Morethan 700 children participate in basketball in Amherst
Indoor and outdoor courts provide opportunities to play during all four
seasonsHowever, Amherstos inventory
maintenance and renovatioAdditional courts could bicated in new
pocket neighborhood parksmaintenanc@eedscan be met.

Ice Skating Amherst once had a tradition of flooding part of the town
commons to provide outdoor ice skating rinks in the win@&ranging
weather patterns due to global warmiraye made upkeep of this activity
chall enging. However, both publ
timed on organized rinks are gen
family activity. A revival of these temporary skating rinks may berasted
during long stretches of freezing wieat. In fact, during the last two winters
a temporary outdoor rink provided in Kendrick Phds beersuccessfully
used by residents.

Baseball/SoftballMaintenance of these fiel@scritical for safety and
longevity of the facilities. Baseball and softball fields are widely used by
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kids, adults, college students and other local programs. Unlike many OtheSection 7

team field sports, baseball and softball require a diamond andjreeined
sand surface, particulamaintenance needs that if neglected, result in the
quick demise of the fieldAmherst has a limited number of regulation field
such that they are overused and result in numerous scheduling conflicts

Tennis Amherst has a few tennis courts availablen®public, as noted in th
Section 5 inventory. There is a need to renovate these courts to provide

reasonable playing surfaces, and to increase the number of public tennis

courts. Ideally, the courts would be located throughout town near reside
neighborhoods and public transportation routes to make them more acce
to all of Amherst residents.

C. Management Needs, Potential Change of
Use

As noted in Section 2, Amherst is experiencing a shift away from decade
emphasis on the acquisition critical open space toward a new emphasis
appropriate stewardship and management of areas that have been pres
and are now often heavily used.

Popular hiking trails and selected conservation areas are regularly
experiencing overuse and degatidn. Sustaining fulltime management sta
and resources, as well as seasonal field crews, will be critical to the
communityodés ability to maintain
public access tpreservedands. Pet owner education andtrohis a
growing issue, angrogrammatiglanningas well as practical ways to
address issues of overuse are becoming imperative. The protection ang
mai ntenance of scenic viewsheds
require coordination between thosih responsibility for conservation,
public works and public shade tree interests. It will also be essential to
increase the level of involvement from citizen volunteers who can provid
time necessary to complete many projects.

In addition to the normlaange of organized recreational activitiesaaiety
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of outdoor recreation resources and trends in Amherst combine to create the

opportunity for a new synthesis between traditional organized municipal
recreation and longstablished (but often unorgaed) outdoor recreation.
Theseresources include:
T Amher st oés extensi net wor
farm lands;
1 80+ miles of conservation trails;

1 Two significant small river systems and their tributaries;
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1 The presence and availability of the Nottuek Rail Trail and
an increasing network of eand oftstreet bicycle paths/trails
and facilities; and

Existing and planned new connections between recreation
fields/facilities and conservation trails.

All of these add up to an opportunity Amherst ddqaursue. Bicycle touring
hiking, crosscountry skiing, snowshoeing, bislatching, organized nature
walks of many kinds, fishing, hunting, etc. are some of the outdoor recre
activities usually pursued by individuals or organized only by privatepy.
These activities represent a critically important potential supplement to t
traditional organized field sports in which municipal recreation departme
have so long and narrowly specialized.

Financial resources for traditional organized fieldrsphave been
diminishing at the state and local level for some time. Outdoor recreatio
including but not limited to traditional consumptive recreation activities s
as fishing, hunting, trapping and gathering, establishes for its participant
long connections to nature and habits of exercise in the outdoors. Thes
activities benefit the physical health, emotional vibeing, and depth of
environmental understanding in participants, and benefit the community
whol e. Some
and program activity should increasingly be directed toward exploring w:
for organized recreation activit
outdoor resources.

Amherst has also welcomed the opportutotyise the numerous fields that
exi st on the three college campu
fields. However, the campuses have refused to enter intddomglease
agreements with Amherst, making access erratic andialviee In addiion,
the inventory of campus land, traditionally used by commuamty Town
teams, has steadily shrunk over the years, creating scheduling challengg
numerous programs vie for fewer fields. For example, two fields at the
University of Massachusetts veerecently lost to new dorms and a new
parking lot. Some informal playing fields have become improved for var
team facilities, making them unavailable to Amherst youth sports prograt
In fact, the University has ranked LSSE 8th in a long line of gismups that
want access to their fields. When a University field is then taken offline,
significant pressure falls back on the Town and School resources. The 1
is that all youth sports programs are affected by this critical shortage. S
prograns are cut and the request for new programs goes unanswered. L
estimates the Town could use ten (10) more playing fields (up to 50 acre
accommodate the growing demand for field sports and to make up for th
decreasing availability of public schaad college campus fields.
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The Amher st school s 6 and fi

gy ms

to LSSE over the years. The Schools have more sports teams to accommo

on School fields due to loss of the University fields described above. As
result, some school sports teams have been dropped by Amherst Schoqg
picked up by LSSE, including youth football, girls/boys basketball, girls
volleyball, and girls lacrosse. School sports teams have been forced to
Town fields. Junior and Vaty football use Community Field and Boys
Ultimate Frisbee uses Kiwanis Park. Even college intramural teams, wh
have lost access to campus fields for varsity sports, are now using town
fields with increasing frequency.

The scarcity of Town figls, and the increasing pressure to use them by s
and college groups, means that existing fields are overused. Many field
a period of nr eseeded, robed, and hegayed.cTaenprobl
is that there are not enough fields in duerent inventory to allow for a
rotation schedule. This issue is often compounded by poor drainage of t
fields, making them wet and muddy during much of the playing season.

The limited supply of reliably available, safe, outdoor athletic fields sliosy
need to prioritize the acquisition of additional park and recreation lands,
well as renovate and expand key parcels to make them more useful. By
seeking land that is contiguous to existing conservation areas and parks
can provide opportuniteethat offer users both passive and active recreatig
options. By identifying land acquisition opportunities near major public
transportation routes and trails, new playing fields will be more accessib
the townédés yout h.

Neighboring communities witapproximately the same size population an
similar demographicharacteristicef Amhersthaverecentlydeveloped new
fields and facilitieso meet growing community needs. These new
recreational areas are widely used and strongly supported by their
communities, and clearly indicate that Amherst would benefit from buildir
new facilities and maintaining existing parks and recreation areas. The ]
of Amherst has nahcreased its inventory aictive recreational land in over

thirty years and has onlynproved one recreational area so that it meets 4|

safety and fieldtandards and accessibility requirements.
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Goals and Objectives

The goals andbjectivesoutlined in this planntendto achieve a balance of
conservation and recreation. The communeeds from Section 7 offer
many opportunities for collaboration between various organizations, Tow

n
departments, and boards and committees. The following list of goals and
objectives(numbered and lettered in correlation with the appropriate action

strategies described in Section 9 [Action Plaspased on community

Section 8.
Goals and

Objectives

surveys, input from public meetijngs

Plan.

Goal 1. Protect farmland and prime soils, and thus enhance

fron

' T EAOOOBO OOOAI AEAOVBIGKO AT A ACOEAOI OOOAI

Objectives
1 Protect and encourage productive farms and agricultural

businesses in areas traditionally farmed and where those
businesses are currently operating.
1 Work with the Agriculture Commission to promote and
preserve the local agricultural ecompm
Educate the public about value of working landscapes.
Continue to expand fundiraf Agricultural Preservation
Restrictions APR) andConservation Restriction€R) for the
acquisition of farmland.

= =

Goal 2. Focus land preservation efforts in areas ident ified as
priority habitat (for rare and endangered species) , contain ing
valuable natural resources, prime agricultural soils,  watershed

1 ATAO OEAO 0OPDPI U !'i EAOOOBO AOE
contiguous blocks of undeveloped open space .
Objectives:

1 Identify and prioritize key parcefsr acquisition or protection
to help preserve lands for conservation (trail, habitat and

biodiversity), recreation, watershed protection, and agriculfure.

1 Increase size and quality of wildlife habitat along riparian
corridors and wooded uplands
91 Protect scenic points from which to view important natural

features such as the Lawrence Swamp, Mount Holyoke Range,

the Pelham Hills, local ponds and rivers, and farmland.
1 Protect wetlandsvernal poolsand water supply souss.
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Goal3. Provide and develop multi -use and multi -generational i
: ” . Section 8.
recreational opportunities that bring townspeople together.
Objectives Goals and
T Develop recreational areas that integrate active and passiveQbjectives
recreational opportunities available to all ages anlitiabi
1 Establish recreational opportunities near population centers
such as existing neighborhoods and the Town Center.
1 Maintain, renovate and adapt existing parks, facilities, fields
and recreational areas to serve multiple purposes and to meet
the chanang recreational trends of the community, from
lacrosse t@occer to swimming
91 Develop universal access programs to provide outdoor
activities for those with disabilities and mobility impairment

Goal4. Expand and connect existing preserved land and trail
system to make a greenway network throughout town

Objectives

1 Reduce reliance on cars and improve walkability in the Toyn
Center and outlying village centers.

1 Prepare and implement a universal access trail plan for the
Town.

1 Improve yearly trail maitenance and strengthen regulations
governing trail use.

1 Removefinancial and physicddarriers to participation in
programs and use of facilities by obtaining additional fee
subsidy and special needs assistance.

Goal5. Develop a variety of land protect ion approaches that
balance development regulations, protection of natural
resources and wildlife habitat, and the need for recreational
space.

Objectives:

1 Collaborate with local organizations and colleges to coordipate
use of recreation lands and parksj & reduce operating costs
and scheduling conflicts.

1 [Institutionalize a process foesolvingcompeting public land
use interests.

1 Lessen the impact and disturbance of new developments t
wildlife habitat and areas with high ecological value.

1 Mitigate competing uses and conflicting activities on
conservation ancecreationands.

O
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Goal 6.

i ATACA AT A pOi i1 OA OEA OI x16860
basis for tourism and the cultural economy.

Objecties:

T

Goal 7.

Ambherst.
Objectives

)l
T

)l
il

Goal 8.

Objectives

1

Develop partnerships with organizations to protect,

—_—)

Create new and improve existing outdoor recreational facil
including (1) norconsumptive passiviehiking, mountain
biking, crosscountry skiing, bicycling, horseback riding,
picnicking, pond swimming, birding, and nature study; (2)
consumptiveraditional hunting and trapping in selected
locations, fishing, and others; and (3) actiy@ool swimming,
team sports, and other activities that require built facilities.
Increase program activity directed toward organized outdo
recreation activites hat make wuse of A
preservedands and trails.

Market farms and Amherstased agricultural products.

Increase land area available for active recreation in

Inventory and assess existing faciliteasd recreabn
programs

Identify and prioritizeall parcels within the recreation prigrit
areasn Town (See Action Plan Map)

Develop a protocol for acquiring land for recreation.
Reduce scheduling conflicts.

Improve stewardship of co nservation lands and t rails.

Use local volunteer experts and environmental sciestwgents
to establish baseline ecological and trail condition assessm
of each conservation area and trail system in Amherst.
Developamanagement plan for each conservation areh
trail in the community.

Initiate newvolunteer programs to help establ@irpsof
volunteer stewards who witlelpoverseananagement of
conservation areas and trails.

Expand public awarenessttie stewardship needs of existin
conservation landstdils, and programs througbutreach to the
collegesadvertising and public relations.

Increase efforts to raise funds, private or from any source,
the maintenance improvement of trails and conservation a
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The Action Plan

(See Map 8SevenYear Action Plan)

The SevenyearAction Plan below shows a number of objectives with
associated projects astrategies developed through community input and
consultation with th€onservation, Planning, and LSSE Departments. M
of the actions listed rict priorities and recommendations that have been
devel opment for many years, and
help begirthe implementation phase of such projects.

Responsible Party

The Severyear Action Plan tries to identify thhesponsible party(s) that
would be critical to implementing and completing eachdaskwn staff,
boards and committees, volunteers, and local organizatidres.Town of
Ambherst is fortunate to have a range of competent departments and
who frequentlycollaborate on projects as well as work independently ¢
specific tasks In addition to Town staff, there are approximately 50 ac
boards and committees comprised of citizen volunteerscehtibute to
the success of many projsaindertaken by theovn of Amherst

Timeline

The Severyear Action Plarcategorizes action steps by the estimated
timeframe needed to implement each action. Many of the recommer
actions and strategies are complex tasks that are best accomplished
phases and with assance from various departments and boards and
committees. The timeframe in the Action Plan is enumerated as follg

1 Ongoing

1 Short term: 13 years

1 Intermediate: & years

1 Long term: 57 years

Funding

Funding is critical to the success of marfyheobjectives and actions,
and in these uncertaic@nomic times it is difficulto identify specific
funding sources. The Town of Amherst recognibesimportance and
causal relationship between successful projects and successful fundi
and has #ong histay of securing statgrants for land conservation and
recreation, and making use of Community Preservation Act (CPA) fu
to augment shrinkingown budgets. The Town actively seeks externa
grant and funding sources, and is proactive in developing wedatding

mechanisms for projects, ranging from volunteer efforts and graduate

Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan
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student interns to combining grant awards. The Town also works wit
colleges and university should it undertak@oject that would have an
effect on these institutions.

Implementing the actions and objectives within the Sepgar Action
Plan willundoubtedly require the cdrmation of many funding sourags
general Town funds, CPA funds, grant awards, volunteer efforts, and
private donatiosd andfinancialstrategiesetto be explored.

il
1

E R I

APR Funding prime farmland and active agultural
operations

LAND Grant® general open space, watershed protection &
habitat preservation, trail corridors

PARC Grant8d active recreation landacquisitions and
improvements

LWCFd both acive and passive regationlands, open space
etc.

CPAJ the Town of Amherst generates funds annually with
program to help with conservation and recreation.
Donations of money and laédvhere possible

Funding from private land trusts

Cooperative projectwith DCR, MA Fish and Game
Cooperative projects with US FWS

Forest Legacy funding for intact forest lands

h&8ction 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan
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RecreatiorFocus Area®n Map 8:Sevenyear Action Plan

Section 9.
Circle 1 Seven-year
1 Existing facilities in immediatg area: the Mill River Recreatiogction Plan
Area, Cherry Hil/l Gol f Courjse, many
Pond.
1 This area a local and regional destination that attracts many
residents, students, and visitors.
1 Adjacent protected land is appropriate for adaptation to active
recreation.
1 Area is within valking distance of two village centers: North
Amherst and Cushman Village
Circle 2
1 North Amherst Village Center is most populated center in
town.
1 Easy access to major transportation routes: Route 116, Rqute
63 and local roads.
1 Fields and open spaces ategrently used informally for active
recreation.
1 Concentration of apartments and student housing.
Circle 3
1 Town center locatiah schools, dense residential
neighborhoods
1 Potential pocket park acquisition of critical properties for
active recreation such assketball and tennis.
1 Areais walkable and pedestrian friendly.
1 New recreational opportunities would complement existing
school fields and Bangs Community Center.
9 Site for possible future Community Recreation Center with
indoor facilities such as swimmirgpol, tennis courts and rogk
climbing.
Circle 4
1 Within proximity of local schools and towowned parks.
1 Parcels adjacent to recreation land are suitable for expansjon of
activities.
1 Public Transportation frequents the area.
1 Potential for partnership/calboration with Amherst College to
develop active recreation facilities.
“Qi - Town of Amherst 82
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Circle 5

= =

Circle 6

= =

Circle 7
1

= =

Areas adjacent to elementary school could expand recreat
fields.
Existing neighborhoods would benefit from new facilities.

Adding recreation land would connect to the ra@twof nearby
trails and conservation land.

Within walking distance of heavily populated neighborhood
Old landfill site® researching feasibility of adapting sites ta
recreational use.

Access on Route 9, a major transportation corridor.

Section 9.
0%even-year
Action Plan

Large poperties can accommodate multiple playing fields and

still provide buffering of noise and lights to nearby homes.

Near expanding village centers of Atkins Corner and Pome
Village.
Potential partnership/collaboration with Hampshire College
develop active recreation land to serve college students an
residents.

Adjacent to Hickory Ridge Golf Course

Adjacent to Over 55 developmedat®pportunity to increase
accessible recreational facilities in town.

roy
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

General Action Items

D2 f M D tNRBGSOG FIENNIEFYR YR LINAYS az2afasz |yR GKdza

Objectives Actions Responsible Party Completion Timeline
Community Preservation Act Committee
Conservation Commission

Leisure Services and Supplemental Educatio
Department (LSSE Department) Ongoing
Community Development
Historical Commission
Conservation Department

w al1$8 dza8 2F /2YYdzyAde t
conservation, farmland protection, and recreation in a way
that complements the other CPA goals of historical
preservation and provision of low-income housing.

Director of Conservation of Development

w LRSyiGAFTe& | yR LINBAaSNWBS dzjLand Manager
(i.e. Farmland Conservancy zoning district and areas withjConservation Department Ongoing-Long term
prime soils). Planning Department
Protect and encourage Information Technology Department
productive farms and agriculturg Director of Conservation of Development
businesses in areas traditionally Land Manager
farmed and where those w 58S@St2LI I LINRG202¢t F 2 NJ {Conservation Department S .
businesses are currently space within these priority areas. Planning Department
operating. Select Board

Planning Board
Conservation Department
®w S5ANBOG AYyFAL T RS @St 2 LIY S yPlanning Department
zoning, developer incentives and transfer of developmen|Planning Board Ongoing/Long term
rights (TDR's). Select Board
Zoning Board

Conservation Department
Planning Department
Conservation Commission Long term
Agricultural Commission
Land Manager

w wS@PAasS yR SELI YR FIF NYA
forestry districts.

Agricultural Commission
w WSFAYS GKS ¢2¢6yQa CI NXf I/Conservation Commission
district to reflect accurate land uses and prime soils. Information Technology
Planning Board

intermediate-long term

Work with the Agriculture w 9f AYAYFraG4S FYyR Y2RATeE f I v —
Commission to promote and that hinder the use of conservation restrictions and other ag - " .
i i ;i : Conservation Commission intermediate
preserve the local agricultural innovative land management techniques that help presen I
Planning Board
economy. farmland.

Town Manager

w LYONBIas OAdGAT Sy NB a2 dzNI]Director of Conservation and Development
funding for small-scale farming operations. Local Land Trusts

Local partnership organizations

short term-intermediate

Conservation Department

w 9YKIFIyOSYSydG 2F | O2 Y Ydzy A|Planning Department
standard design, that helps interpret farming operations a|Conservation Commission ongoing
connects outdoor recreation with agriculture. Leisure Services and Supplemental Educatio
Commission (LSSE Commission)
w a8 GUKS gl NA2dza YSRAL NH
Library, local TV) to advertise workshops and inform the |All responsible parties ongoing-short term

public about the role of farming to the local economy.

Town Manager

w .dzAf R | &SI NIINERdzy R ¥ I NI §Conservation Department
sold and where educational material can be handed out. [Planning Department
Agricultural Commission

Educate the public about the short term

value of working landscapes.

Director of Conservation and Development
Land Manager

Agricultural Commission

Conservation Commission

w /2y GAydzS CI N¥SNBE C2NHzYya
Conservation Commission and Agricultural Commission ¢
land preservation.

ongoing-short term

w 9y O2dzNl 38 RS@GSt2LI¥Syd 29
educate public about the value of locally grown products g
to use as an interpretive tool to relate to the agricultural
history of the community.

Land Manager
Conservation Commission ongoing-long term
Conservation Department

Town Manager

w 5SSt 2L LINBG2O2¢t F 2 NJ ¢ 2 NDirector of Conservation and Development |, .
intermediate

to the sale of property. Land Manager
. Select Board
Contilnue to expand the use of w LYONBIFasS 3INIyd | LILX A Ol G AlConservation and Development .
funding for APR and CR K A N . . S ongoing-short term
eeping farmland in our community. Agricultural Commission

acquisition of farmland.
Conservation Department

w al 18 dzas$ 2F ¥Ff SEAof S 1 2)yPlanning Department
scenarios to make cost of farmland conservation feasible |Agricultural Commission
Planning Board

short term

Town of Amherst 84
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 2. Focus land preservation efforts in areas identified as priority habitat (for rare and endangered species), containing valu

for acquisition or protection to
help preserve lands for

Identify and prioritize key parcel @

mapping software to help prioritize areas for protection.

YEGdzNF £ NB&a2d2NDSas LINAYS | INROdA Gdz2NF & &a2At a3 61 GSNBEKSR |
of undeveloped open space.
Obijectives Actions Responsible Party Completion Timeline
Director of Conservation and Development
Land Manager
al 18 dzasS 2F G(G(KS ¢2¢yUa Sinformation Technology Department

Conservation Department
Planning Department
Conservation Commission

short term

conservation (trail, habitat, and
biodiversity), recreation,
watershed protection, and
agriculture.

w alliOK (GKSasS LI NDSta 64K

will support acquisition and/or protection.

Director of Conservation and Development

Land Manager

Information Technology Department
Conservation Department

Planning Department

Conservation Commission

short term-intermediate

w ! OljdZANB yR LINB&SNBS f I
their tributaries, to protect water quality and aquatic habitg

Director of Conservation and Development

All responsible parties

short term-long term

Increase size and quality of

w / NBFGS O2yi(Addzzdza of 201 4

Director of Conservation and Development

Conservation Department

update maps when new data from wetland delineations ig
filed.

wildlife habitat along riparian restrictions or outright title. Planning Department ongoing
corridors and wooded uplands. Conservation Commission
Conservation Department
w wS@ArasS T2yAy3 2@SNI & RAPlanning Department
farmland resources. Create a zoning overlay district for |Planning Board long term
critical forest resource areas. Town Meeting
Select Board
& N . < ~ = o Town Manager
w (aS Nb3IdzflruAzya YR AyOY§ X k
. \ -|Planning Director
. . . |Transfers of Development Rights (TDR's), and preservati . short term
Protect scenic points from whicH ) Planning Board
A banks, to encourage design that enhances the landscape X
to view important natural Zoning Board of Appeals
features such as the Lawrence
Swamp, Mount Holyoke Range, L L Tree Warden
the Pelham Hills, local ponds an[® 5S @St 2L) I auNBSU UNBS A yPublicShade Tree Committee
rivers, and farmland. Lty Ay O2yedyOitAizy &AdK {Conservation Department short term
2009. Planning Department
Information Technology Department
& o a «|Wetlands Administrator
@ 55@st2l) b YELAYS LIy alnformation Technology Department short term
pools. . et
Conservation Commission
w /2t 102N 3GS sAGK GKS Ly fWetlands Administrator
to accurately map wetlands and vegetated buffers, and to|Land Manager
short term

Information Technology Department
Conservation Commission

Protect wetlands, vernal pools,
and water supply sources.

w 22N)] 6AGK tlFYyR 26ySNE (2
Restrictions in watershed lands and areas with wetlands.

Director of Conservation and Development

Land Manager

ongoing-long term

w LYONBF&asS dzas$s LINE

Swamp.

2F flLyR

Conservation Commission
Agricultural Commission
Planning Director

ongoing-long term

w . SGGSNI SyFT2NDSYSyi
protect wetlands and other water resources.

FyR U

Land Manager

Assistant Land Manager
Seasonal Staff

Department of Public Works

short term
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 3. Provide and develop multi-use and multi-generational recreational opportunities that bring townspeople together.

Objectives

Actions

Responsible Party

Completion Timeline

w LYONBIasS (GKS RAGSNEAAGE |

supplemental education programs for residents of Amher: LIS B Shotiern
@ {dzZLLJ2 NI GKS RSAAIY LINE C)SAII responsible parties short term
Park.

Land Manager
w t NPGARS | YAE 27F f2y3 (i NAssistantLand Manager

and the 6-mile KC Trail), short out-and-back trails, and sh
loop trails.

Seasonal Trail Crew
Conservation Department
Planning Department

intermediate

Develop recreational areas that
integrate active and passive
recreational opportunities
available to all ages and abilitieg

w 9ELI YR tdFFSNDRDE t2yR | &
with volunteer stewardship programs, develop formal

swimming areas, increase accessible trail system, and
interpretive sign system explaining benefits of respecting
environment.

Puffer's Pond 2020 Committee
Conservation Commission

Director of Conservation and Development
Disability Access Advisory Committee
Local partnerships

Seasonal staff

ongoing-long term

Disability Access Advisory Committee

w 9ELI YR | O0SaaAro0f S (N} Af |Conservation Department NS

distributed evenly throughout town. Planning Department 9
Community Development

0 Ly@SyaNg I -guieddafids hatzrindt ¢D|rectorof Conservation and Development

dedicated or restricted to an exclusive public use.

Land Manager
Information Technology Department

intermediate

o tdot AOATS yIdAazylt FyR 3§

LSSE Department

Ambherst citizens about the relative shortfalls in Town Conservation Department short term
recreational facilities Planning Department
AGST RSaA3 FyR 02y aidN
© {. us Sa y .V o ){au ‘.HTownManager
boarding park, preferably near public transportation and i long term

the town center or village centers.

LSSE Department

w 9aiGlotAaK FyR SyKIyOS
Center and outlying village centers, connected where
feasible to other Town trail systems and public
transportation, to create a walkable network of urban park

2 1

Conservation Department

Planning Department

Department of Public Works

Public Transportation and Bicycle Committee
Community Development

intermediate-long term

Establish recreational
opportunities near population
centers such as existing

®w / 2yRdzOG FSraroAtAde & dzA
indoor/outdoor community recreation center near Amhers;
Center that could provide studio and performing arts spac
teen center, a gymnasium, and a swimming pool.

LSSE Department
LSSE Commission

intermediate

neighborhoods and the Town
Center.

58St 2L L)X I @ INRdzy R4 ¥ 2 NJ|LSSE Department .
and other population centers. LSSE Commission 9
w Ly@gSyia2Ne 2t R aL}2O1S{ L|Conservation Department
Field, Orchard Valley, Pomeroy Court) and develop a plajPlanning Department short term
GKSANI NBalG2NYGA2y G2 oS0 9LSSE Department

w 22N)] SAGK FFF2NRIofS K2d
Conservation Department and other community
2NBFYATFGARya (2 LRaAbGAZY
civic and economic life.

Town Manager

Community Development
Conservation Department
Planning Department

Ambherst Redevelopment Authority

intermediate-long term
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 3. Provide and develop multi-use and multi-generational recreational opportunities that bring townspeople together.

Objectives Actions Responsible Party Completion Timeline

w /[ 2yadNHzOG ySé Ydzt A LIdzZNLIZ
the Town could use ten (10) more playing fields (up to 50
acres)), especially for middle and high school aged stude|
in various locations throughout town to compensate for lo:
of fields traditionally open to the community at the collegg
campuses.

LSSE Department
LSSE Commission
Conservation Department intermediate-long term
Planning Department

Department of Public Works

Disability Access Advisory Committee
Conservation Department

Planning Department long term
LSSE Department
Community Development

LSSE Department
w albAyidlFAy FYR AYLNER@S ! Y KDepartmentof Public Works

w C20dza (KS RS@St2LYSyil 27
' NB dzy RSNESNWSR o6& (KS Odz
existing recreational assets, e.g. multi-use active recreati
fields.

Maintain, renovate, and adapt |basketball courts, with additional courts designed for pociConservation Department intermediate
existing parks, facilities, fields anneighborhood parks. Planning Department

recreational areas to serve Information Technology Department

multiple purposes and to meet |, 5§g5¢ 213 §SYLIRNI NB &t G A y[Town Manager

the changing recreational trends commons to provide informal outdoor ice-skating in the |Select Board short term
of the community, from soccer tqyinter. Department of Public Works

swimming to rock climbing.

w LYONBLasS (KS ydzyoSNI 2F LIiSHEDefrtnie&y y A & O2 dzNIi & ®|long term

Town Manager
w wSaSIFNDK FyR &iGdzRRe (KS ¥Conservation Department
for recreation. Planning Department
Department of Public Works

short term

w Ly@gSadaaarisS SELIlyarzy 27
playing fields, increased number of basketball courts, an(
riverside paths.)

LSSE Department

N intermediate
Conservation Department

LSSE Department
w 'LRIFIGS GKS arff wA @SN w3Department of Public Works i termediate-lond term]
with new lighting, tennis courts, and facilities. Conservation Department 9

Planning Department
Disability Access Advisory Committee

®w wSRdzOS I NOKAGSOGdzNI & o N .

SALISOAIf 8 WAymid2asyo aARS Department of Public Works short term
Select Board

© 586St2L) I G2symsARS aA 3yconserationDeparment

Planning Department

Chamber of Commerce iTSiedEs

parks and conservation land that consists of directional a
site specific signs, as well as rules and regulations postin|

Develop universal access School Department

programs to provide outdoor Conservation Department

activities for those with w 58@St2L) t dZFFSNRA t 2y R | NPlanning Department : )
disabilities and mobility and system, and beach area. Disability Access Advisory Committee S IR
impairment. Conservation Commission

Conservation Department

Planning Department

Disability Access Advisory Committee
Conservation Commission

Land Manager

Seasonal trail crew

w LYLINROS FyR SELIYR | 0084
heavily-used conservation areas and education centers, g
as Larch Hill.

intermediate
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 4. Expand and connect existing preserved land and trail system to make a greenway network throughout town.

Objectives Actions Responsible Party Completion Timeline
w 9ailoftArAak ySg O2yySOi2 NJ|Director of Conservation and Development
connecting people to where they live, work, shop and go {Land Manager long term
school. Conservation Commission

w 9ELI YR LINRBGSOGAZ2Y ¥F2NJ (KTownManager

and sections of other present and future trails that cross [Director of Conservation and Development
private land by establishing permanent easements to rep|Land Manager

unwritten oral agreements. Conservation Commission

long term

5 & 5 x P rvati ommissi ’ < a .
@ 48 /t! TFdzyRa F2NJ GN}ACE gﬂglgurgfggnﬁislio%oﬁ Yl Ay i S8y [shoddrmn-long term

Town Manager

Director of Conservation and Development
Land Manager long term
Conservation Commission
Reduce reliance on cars and Department of Public Works
improve walkability in the Town © LRSYGATE (FyR FOldAaAGA S
Center and outlying village to existing conservation areas and parks, and are near mgDirector of Conservation and Development
centers. public transportation routes and trails to help make new |LSSE ongoing
LX F8Ay3 FASERE& Y2NB I OOS & gPlanning Director
greenway network of trails.

w alk18 ySé 2FFnNBIR NEBdziS¥
the Robert Frost and KC Trails.

Conservation Department
Planning Department ongoing-long term
Conservation Commission

w ! OljdzANB flyR GKIF{G LINEB@GAR
preserved lands and recreation areas.

w !'dAYSYyld GKS Lzt AO (NI ACE
private landowners to connect residential, commercial, ar]
institutional destinations to public rights-of-way as a meal
of encouraging sustainable transportation.

Director of Conservation and Development
Land Manager intermediate
Conservation Commission

w LRIFIGS GKS &dz0RAGAAAZY
road and pedestrian connections among different
neighborhoods, districts, and corridors.

I ;
Planning Department

Planning Board long term

Disability Access Advisory Committee
Conservation Commission short term-long term
Seasonal Trail Crew

® LYLINRO@S 2L NIdzyAdGASa 72
trails and conservation areas.

& »
O ¢

short term

w dz0S | NDKA iSOG dzNI £ o6 NDepartment of Public Works
a LJ Al

te WAyndz2syQ &A RS {Disability Access Advisory Committee

X

School Department
LSSE Department
Conservation Department long term
Planning Department
Conservation Commission

w t NEGARS 322R GNIX At O2yyS§
secondary schools, the colleges, and the University.

Prepare and implement a
universal access trail plan forthfw 9a Gl of A&K Fy FROA&A2NE 3
Town throughout the community and from various organizations
oversee implementation of the plan.

Town Manager

Select Board
Conservation Department
Planning Department

long term

Conservation Department

Planning Department

Conservation Commission

Disability Access Advisory Committee

w 58@0St2L) I RSaAaA3dmy 3IdzA RSt A
techniques to make trails and facilities universally access|
and fully ADA compliant.

intermediate

w 58&A3y FyR Ayadltt | aeé gConservation Department
areas and at all recreational facilities that clearly show skiPlanning Department
level, accessibility areas, and designated uses for each |Land Manager

location. Seasonal Staff

short term- long term
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 4. Expand and connect existing preserved land and trail system to make a greenway network throughout town.

Objectives Actions Responsible Party Completion Timeline

@ IANB FRRAGAZYFE adrFF ad° 9 2dii YEAYGSYly Blbn@ury 0642y

Consenvation Dé partm

Conservation Department
Planning Department ongoing
Finance Committee

w !aaA3dy AyONBlFasSR o6dzR3IS
upkeep of conservation and recreation properties.

5 a Man . mn o A An B
w [ 2yGNBE YR StAYAYlGAZY g’ionzlzﬁgs# aA S allSOA Sa dllongterm
w {dNBSe it O02yaSNWI GA2y |Departmentof Public Works
. long term

marking and respond to encroachment from abutters.
Improve yearly trail maintenance; | RANE 55 SNRAA 2 Y FyR O2Y LConservation Commission _
and strengthen regulations system. Land Manager ongoing-long term
governing trail use. Seasonal Trail Staff

w LYLINRO@S (KS &aA3y &eéaidSy |Conservation Commission

placement, especially for posting of conservation area rul|Land Manager long term

and regulations. Seasonal Trail Staff

w tfl 0S8 RSRAOFIGESR NBOe Of A

downtown and village centers to facilitate and encourage [Department of Public Works ongoing

recycling.

Conservation Commission
Land Manager intermediate
Seasonal Trail Staff

w LYONBIasS YHAydSylryOS 27
use of Friends Groups and volunteer participation.

School Department
w LYONBIFasS 022LINY A2y 6 A (LSSE Department

facilities for LSSE programs. Conservation Department ongoing
Planning Department
Town Manager
w 55@St2L) I ae&adSy GKLF G | &SelectBoard
Remove financial and physical |[maintenance of facilities to responsible entities andto  [LSSE Department long term
barriers to participation in programs that more frequently use that specific facility. |Conservation Department
programs and use of facilities b Planning Department

Osza'nmgiald:mzna' feietsibs'dy LYLINE @S | 00Saa G2 2dziR22
and special needs assistance. | .« rvation areas by providing public transportation to |Public Transportation and Bicycle Committee |short term
these destinations.

w /2t 062NFrGS 6AGK GKS 58 LDepartmentof Public Works
coordinate road and sidewalk improvements, and major [Conservation Department
infrastructure projects with the Disability Access Advisory|Planning Department

Committee. Disability Access Advisory Committee

ongoing-short term
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 5. Develop a variety of land protection approaches that balance development regulations, protection of natural resources

wildlife habitat, and the need for r

ecreational space.

Objectives

Actions

Responsible Party

Completion Timeline

Collaborate with local
organizations and colleges to
coordinate use of recreation
lands and parks, and to reduce
operating costs and scheduling
conflicts.

w {SOdNB | f2y3andiSNY | INBS
college campuses to ensure more reliable access to playil
fields and for community events.

Town Manager

Select Board

LSSE Department
Conservation Department
Planning Department

long term

w 58508t 23 NeGlIdGA2y &aOKSH
Schools, colleges and university] for playing fields, giving
GKSY I LISNA2R 2F aNBadé a2
seeded, rolled and repaired).

Town Manager

Select Board

LSSE Department
Conservation Department
Planning Department

intermediate

LSSE Department

w tNA2NRAGATS G(KS aOKSRdz A o

renovations to keep facilities and playing fields safe. LK1= Gl e . SECEn
Department of Public Works

®w [ 22NRAYIFGS | OGABAGASE I+ (LSSE Department

Memorial Pool), especially free swimming hours open to {LSSE Commission ongoing

public.

Department of Public Works

w 585@St2L) Ot SINJ FINBSYSy ]
department and the Town that define the division of
maintenance responsibilities for recreational facilities.

Town Manager
School Department

intermediate

Institutionalize a process for
resolving competing public land
use interests.

© 55 ‘.ZS{ 2L by FRYAYAEUNT GA QAII responsible parties long term
Town projects.
© wSljdZANB O2YYdzyAds Oki Nngoonservaton Department

rocess, to encourage public input into design AT g) (P EEE ereg) Tt
P ’ ge p p an- Planning Board

Conservation Department
o a = ) A . . « JPlanning Department

@ [2YUurydzs uz LI NIYySNI 6AU KDirector of Conservation and Development |ongoing

such as the Kestrel Trust and other local land trusts.

Land Manager
Local organizations

Lessen the impact and
disturbance of new

w LRSYGAFE FyR YIL ONAGAOLN
ecological value, and areas of related atavistic outdoor
recreation on the Town GIS system using state and local
sources.

Conservation Department

Planning Department

Land Manager

Information Technology Department

intermediate

w t NBASNBS 218y &LJ OS sAGK
restrictions, and establish easements that provide scenic
protection and future public access.

Conservation Department

Planning Department

Director of Conservation and Development
Land Manager

Local organizations (land trusts)
Conservation Commission

intermediate

w 550St2L) 1 aedadsSYy 6KSNB |
with various town boards and committees to help them
complete applications.

Conservation Department
Planning Department
Planning Board

Zoning Board of Appeals

intermediate-long term

developments to wildlife habitat
and areas with high ecological
value.

w ! OGABSte YIylr3aS ¢26ymn2 s yland Manager PN S
habitat. Conservation Commission going 9
w ! YSYR 20t NB3IdA I iAz2ya

to give preservation priority to these areas, including buffi
and to direct more intensive development to appropriate

areas, limit development in key resource areas, and use

these areas for project development for Town projects.

Planning Board

Zoning Subcommittee
Zoning Board of Appeals
Conservation Commission

long term

w / NBFGS T2yAy3 NBIdz | GA2
encourage, or where possible, mandate cluster subdivisi
design, construction of energy-efficient buildings,
green/sustainable site design, and use of renewable ene|
sources (solar, wind, etc.).

Town Manager

Finance Committee

Town Commercial Relations Committee
Planning Board

intermediate-long term

w tNBY23GS (KS dzas 27
new buildings on nearby key resources.

0 dzF ¥ §

Conservation Commission
Wetlands Administrator

short term
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 5. Develop a variety of land protection approaches that balance development regulations, protection of natural resources

wildlife habitat, and the need for recreational space.

Objectives

Actions

Responsible Party

Completion Timeline

Mitigate competing uses and
conflicting activities on
conservation and recreation lan

w LYONBIasS ydzyoSNI 2F airdys
and recreational facilities that clearly list all the rules,
regulations and penalties.

Conservation Commission
Land Manager
Seasonal Trail Staff

short term

w wSIFOK 2dzi G2 Ftt dzasSNJ 3N
cyclists, ATV riders) to cooperatively balance and mitigatg
impacts on conservation and recreation land.

Conservation Department
Planning Department
Town Manager

short term-intermediate

w 9ailoftAaK | LlzotAO | ¢ NB
use of conservation land that utilizes the Town's website,
ONRIROIN&G YSRAITLIz2EtAO | OQ
newspapers.

Conservation Department
Planning Department
Information Technology Department

short term-intermediate

w / NBFGS | Oft SINAYy3IK2dzA S
information on impacts of dog usage on conservation lang

4JConservation Department

Planning Department
Land Manager

intermediate
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Seven-year
Action Plan

D2l f co 58508t 21L) LI NIYSNEKALA 6AGK 2NHIFYAT FGA2ya (2 LINRBGS
tourism and the cultural economy.
Objectives Actions Responsible Party Completion Timeline

Agricultural Commission
LSSE Department

Create new and improve existing

2 P v A A
© 2N1 8 A.u Ko/ .Kl YOSNI 2F /2 LSSE Commission short term
cultural and recreational tourism. .

Conservation Department

Planning Department
w / NBFGS  aDNBSy LYFNIai

embodied in the Climate Action Plan to address future
growth patterns by making Amherst a more livable and
walkable community and linking trails with parks and
recreation areas.

Public Transportation and Bicycle Committee
Planning Board

long term

outdoor recreational facilities
including (1) non-consumptive
passive; (2) consumptive

OGN RAGAZYFET |y

w LYONBI &S ydzyo6SNI 2F OAGAT
workshops and use of Friends Groups to help maintain al
act as stewards of outdoor recreation and conservation ar

Conservation Department
Planning Department
Land Manager

short term-intermediate

swimming, team sports, and
other activities that require built
facilities.

w 22N)] 6AGK SEA&GAY3A LINA DI
representatives of outdoor recreation user groups such ag
Western Massachusetts Cross-Country Ski Association,
Hampshire Bird Club, Norwottuck Fish & Game Associati
Trout Unlimited, Ruffed Grouse Society, and similar grouy
to help manage and conserve existing Town land and wa
resources for non-consumptive passive and consumptive|
traditional outdoor recreation.

Conservation Department

Planning Department

LSSE Department

Water Department

Director of Conservation and Development

long term

w /2ydAydzS G2 LI NIYySN A 0K
organizations such as the Department of Conservation an|
Recreation, to help protect open space and develop trails|
trail easements.

Conservation Department
Planning Department
Land Manager

ongoing

w LY@Syid2NE FyR S@Ifdz (S ¢

dedicated or restricted to an exclusive public use.

Director of Conservation and Development
Town Manager
LSSE Department

intermediate

w /2yiAydzS RSGSt2LVSYyd | yH

Land Manager

Increase program activity
directed toward organized
outdoor recreation activities tha

YI 1S dzasS 2F ! YK
preserved lands and trails.

{eadsSYy GKId oAttt RNYg | G0GS X -

. . . . Conservation Commission short term
history, especially to those writers whose literature relate| .

. Seasonal Trail Crew
the natural environment.
9aidlotAaK I LISNYIySyd SH.
@ aduro a A ysSydu A Library Staff
help residents and visitors locate the trails and acquaint t Conservation Department long term
GAGK GKS tAONINBQa SEGSyal X P 9
Planning Department

authors.
w 58St 2L3 I +£A&AG2Nk/ dzf G dzNChamber of Commerce
provides information and amenities such as public restrodTown Manager long term

publicity materials, and a calendar of events.

Select Board

w LYONBlIasS YIAydSylryOS 27
use of Friends Groups and volunteer participation.

Conservation Department
Planning Department

short term-long term

®w LYONBIasS YIAydSylyOoS 27
cemeteries and other green spaces in the village centers

Town Manager

. . LSSE Department ongoin
the downtown as promotional aspects and attractive P . going
L . . Department of Public Works
destinations in the population centers.
® 58St 2L I LISNYIySyd T NMTownManager N
year round to serve residents and local citizens. Select Board
Conservation Department
w / NBIFGS | ¢élt{1Ay3 GNIFAf f[Planning Department A S,
local working landscapes. Conservation Commission
LSSE Commission
Market farms and Amherst-base|® © RdzOI 68 IyR laaarad f 2Ol f|Director of Conservation and Development

agricultural products.

Grant program.

Agricultural Commission

short term-intermediate

w [/ 2yGAydzZS CINX¥SNE C2NHzYa
public can learn firsthand what it means to pursue an
agricultural livelihood.

Agricultural Commission

short term

w 9y O02dz2Ny 3S RS@St2LISyd 29

educate public about the value of locally grown products
to use as an interpretive tool to relate to the agricultural
history of the community.

Agricultural Commission
Conservation Commission

intermediate-long term

Town of Amherst
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 7. Increase land area available for active recreation in Amherst.

Objectives

Actions

Responsible Party

Completion Timeline

Inventory and assess existing
facilities and recreation
programs.

w /22NRAYFGS LINEINFYYFGAO

LSSE Department
Planning Department

departments (Planning, LSSE, DPW). Department of Public Works Shorteny
Director of Conservation and Development
w 5808t 2L) ol asStAy$s NB L2 NI jConservation Department
owned properties. Conservation Commission short term
13 & L . o 51 5 x .
© | &S briA2yrt {GFyRENRE Foqppooo .

comparisons, to evaluate town facilities.

w
me
>r
x

w 520dzYSyid ySSRa I yR
programs.

4 LSSE Department

short term-intermediate

Identify and prioritize all parcels

w 58@Sf2L) N} dGAy3a YFAGANRE 02
parcels for active recreation.

LSSE Department
LSSE Commission
Conservation Commission

short term

o a8 G2eyQa DL{ Riidlola$
areas.

Conservation Department
LSSE Department
Planning Department

short term-intermediate

w /2yGAaydzS G2 aSS1 ¢26y Fd

Director of Conservation and Development

Develop a protocol for acquiring
land for recreation.

parcels for active recreation.

Conservation Department
Conservation Commission

within the recreation priority  |conduct feasibility studies of selected parcels. Community Preservation Act Committee ongoing
areas in Town (See Action Plan Town Manager
Map). ®w 5508t 2L ySA3IK62NK22R LI NSelectBoard
other uses based on local demand. Department of Public Works long term
LSSE Department
Town Manager
w [AYl ySé TILOAfAGASE (2 gSelectBoard long term
recreational fields. Department of Public Works
LSSE Department
LSSE Department
w 58@Sft2L) N*dGAy3 YI GNRE (i 2LSSE Commission
short term

w /[ 22NRAYIFGS Iy SELSRASYI
committees.

Town Manager

Select Board

Planning Board
Conservation Commission

intermediate-long term

® 9RdzOF S LINRPLISNI&@ 26y SNa
value of their land with informational brochures and
multimedia publications (online).

LSSE Department
Conservation Department

intermediate

w a8 (KS DL{ RFdGlFolasS Gz
priority status for acquisition if a parcel is removed from tl
program.

Conservation Department
Land Manager

intermediate

Reduce scheduling conflicts

w 22N)] sAGK O2ftS3sSa yR d
and game times.

Town Manager
Director of LSSE

short-term-intermediate

w LYONBIF&aS ydzyoSNJ 2F Ydz G A
accommodate simultaneous activities.

LSSE Department
Conservation Department

intermediate-long term

w Lyadrtt tA3aKGa G asSt SO
evening games by adult users.

LSSE Department
Department of Public Works

intermediate

w 22N)] $AGK ySAIKO62NAYy3I 02
clustering.

LSSE Department
Director, LSSE

short term-intermediate

© {OKSRdz § S$OSyi

ax

<,
ol
O
IS
>

LSSE Department
TowniVardger Ay LINRA @I G St
Chamber of Commerce

e

prgye8R T I OA
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 8. Improve stewardship of conservation lands and trails.

Objectives Actions Responsible Party Completion Timeline

Conservation Department

© 5SFAYS LENFYSUSNE 2% of aDirector of Conservation and Development

consistent with National Standards and serve as a templal Lt (Y ERE short term
Use local volunteer experts andfor Conservation Restriction monitoring. S G
environmental science studentg
to establish baseline ecologica Conservation De
‘ D¢ fa Nt <& Al xa . partment
and trail condition assessments ;’2 /, 2 é?s g‘llj 4 [f 2 ? S 8 c\){lq)a StAYS Information Technology Department intermediate
each conservation area and tra|¢ 2 9 Y Q& { &aead

Volunteers

system in Amherst.
w 58505t 2L) 02yasSNBIGA2Yy | NB
library/database to help determine and prioritize areas ba|
on maintenance needs, usage and ecological value.

Conservation Department

. L intermediate
Conservation Commission

sa < = s x A& xx A seryati epartm = x
w LYJSYyuz2NE FyR laaSaa Odzl\ﬁd%gna‘;ﬂffﬁt ?{'gt RA Yy 3a ® |[shortterm
w wSAaASENDK 6Sad Yl yl3aSySy llLandNknageh OS & ® ongoing
Develop a Management Plan fo A ) R ~ ~. ~ |Land Manager
each conservation area and trail® 5SSt 2L) Ay QI &AGS LIS OASE, Goont ang Manager intermediate

in the community. for priority locations.

Seasonal Trail Staff
Director of Conservation and Development
Land Manager intermediate

Assistant Land Manager

w C2NXYIFfATS LI NIySNHEKALJ 4Director of Conservation and Development
secure graduate student interns, classes and general helfPlanning Director

w 58@St2L) yFddNF f NBE&2dzZNDS
conservation area.

intermediate-long term

School Administrators
Conservation Department intermediate
Planning Department

w 22N)] 6AGK adOKz22fa G2 ONF
brochures and materials for students and families.

@ 12tR Fyydht GNIAyAy3 gan-ndManager

I A - e Assistant Land Manager ongoing
. familiarize volunteers with conditions of facilities. .
Initiate new volunteer programs Seasonal Trail Staff

to help establish corps of A = . N oA . |Land Manager
. LyawLsoua FFrOAtAGASA Y2yuH X
volunteer stewards who will help E)eeds)f a 4 u a yu Assistant Land Manager short term-long term
oversee management of i Department of Public Works
conservation areas and trails.

148 @2t dzy i SSNE (2 dzy RS NI
removal of invasive species, and reporting regular updatg
ecological and trail conditions. These updates could incly
everything from recently downed trees blocking a trail to
new beaver activity to flowering dates for native wildflowg
to unusual bird sitings, etc.

Land Manager
Assistant Land Manager short term-intermediate
Conservation Commission

w 22N)] 6AGK t20Ff £ yR {NIDirectorof Conservation and Development

. . o ongoin
solicit help from volunteers. Conservation Commission going
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Section 9.
Seven-year
Action Plan

Goal 8. Improve stewardship of conservation lands and trails.

Objectives Actions Responsible Party Completion Timeline

Town Manager
Chamber of Commerce
Director of Conservation and Development |intermediate-long term
Conservation Department
Planning Department

o
O«
[=N
N
bzl

w 22N)] S6AGK LINA@GIGS &
community support.

Conservation Department
w 58@St2L)J YR RA&GNROGdzI S 9YPlanning Department
regarding best management practices. Land Manager

Expand public awareness of the Assistant Land Manager
stewardship needs of existing
conservation lands, trails,and @ 2 2N] 6AGK aokz2z2ta G2 ONH
programs through outreach to |brochures and materials for students and families.

the colleges, advertising and
public relations. o tfr08 1A2414 FYR GAYT2 NN
at trailheads and trail intersections.

short term-intermediate

School Administrators
Conservation Department intermediate-long term
Planning Department

Land Manager
Assistant Land Manager short term
Seasonal Trail Staff

Town Manager
w /22NRAYIFGS YSRAL LI &G Ay 3Director of Conservation and Development

Regional Planning Agency and colleges and university. |Conservation Department e
Planning Department
w 5SSt 2LI Ly 2yfAyS Wodz t JInformation Technology Department e

conditions and facility conditions. Conservation Department

w tFENIYySNI gAlGK f20FKf 1 yR
organizations to increase donations for the maintenance Conservation Department ongoing
preserved lands.

Increase efforts to raise funds, [® W$&S+H NDK 3N} yid LINB3INI Ya [Conservation Department

partnerships as fulfilling match requirements. Planning Department R00eHY

private or from any source, for
the maintenance improvement o
trails and conservation areas.

w 9ELX 2NB GKS da8 27 768a f}"y%"aﬂ% REPRBELY | 6 O2 v a S |Mubn témh-Bigimadiegs |
own Manager

w alk1S dz&S 2F /2YYdzyAde& t NConservation Department
leverage donations for the purpose of maintaining the mojCommunity Preservation Act Committee ongoing
widely used trails. Town Meeting

s
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Public comments

Public commentsvere receivedrom a variety of sourceshile developing
this plan, includingpublic meetingsat which participants selected priority

areas by placing dots on a map of Amhetcussions in the OSRP master

plan workgroupand weekly meetings between conservation, agriculture,
recreation staff members

Specific comments fromublic meeting and workshopsvere recorded and
are reflectedn this plan. Excerptérom thosepublic forumsinclude:

Summary of Public Comments during Planning Process

x We need to think about not just parcels specifically, but improvem
to existingparcels

x Important to establish relationships with private land owners, in te
of trails.

x  Town deficiency specifically is facilities for team sports

x ltds not just providing.the fi

x Recreation fields are overused

x People have to be turned away from team sports and activities, fr
lack of fields and facilities

x The Universitybés recreational
University also must look at bringing in rental fees for their fields i
more vigorous way

x Establish connections between trails

x Encourage the conservation of farmland and the viability of the fa
community

x Ambherst is a regional center and neetbre recreation areas

x Need proper signage and publicity for specific areas

Section 10.
Public
Comments
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ents
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Summary of Public Comments on Draft Plan

Atkins Corner is a busy intersection and needs pedestrian crossw
and pathways that help people safely cross Route 116, especially
the two new rotaries are constructed. It would be worthwhile to
investigate whether 6foad pathways could be established, such g
using the Old Trolley line heading south over the Mount Holyoke
Range and heading north to connect with the Hampshire College

Investigate possibility of developing a program in which the Town
landowners work together to identify areas of recreational priority.
The few play fields and parks are heavily used by organized spor
leagues and teams.

Emphasize that large contiguous block of land, including farmlang
also basic building blocks of wiife corridors. The Town has intact
corridors along the Mount Holyoke Range, through Lawrence Swz
into East Amherst and Shutesbury and Pelham, and along the Mi
River/ Cushman Brook Corridor, and needs to work to protect the
networks of open spaceofn the impacts of development.

College and university students use Town fields and parks for infg
gatherings and activities, and for more formalized sports.

Puffers Pond suffers from overuse and needs a management pla
resolves apparent conflcbetween conservation and recreation.

There are two distinct school systems in Amherst: the regional sc
district and towrowned schools. These two entities regulate play
fields separately, with the regional school district restricting summ
basebdlleagues from using the fields for instance.

There is a need in the community to link parks and conservation &
to schools and neighborhoods by expanding the trails and preser
land.

The existing parks and facilities require regular maintenance and
upkeep, and would benefit from a Parks & Recreation Departmen
dedicated to work on the trails, parks and facilities in Amherst.

Community could benefit from an updated survey of recreational
facilities to assess user groups, physical condition of thigifss, and
help project future needs.

Section 10.
a,lfgyblic
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Ambherst could investigate whether a regional approach to recreation

and conservation could be formalized with neighboring communities.
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The Town could research maepolicy issues such as zoning and
codification ofland use regulations that would better protect open
space and improve ability to expand recreational opportunities.

Much of Amherst consists of texxempt property and creative
resolutions need to be considered that would help these lands
contribute tohe Town.

Town could consider working with large apartment complexes to
reestablish parks and small facilities that were once offered at the
private locations.

To help d6édactive programming®d
at recreational fiels and conservation areas, online maps on the

Public
Comments

nelp
se

Section 10.

of events

Townds website could be |Iinkeld to a
could then click on a park or area of town to learn about planned
events and activities.
Review Letters
(See scanned review letters on the fldwing pages)
x Select Board
x  Planning Board
x Pioneer Valley Planning Commission
x Conservation Commission
x Leisure Services and Supplemental Education Commission
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AMHERST  Mascachusette

TOWN HALL SELECT BOARD
4 BOLTWOOD AVENUE Phone (413) 259-3001
AMHERST, MA 01002 FAX (413) 259-2405

Email: selectboard@amherstma.gov

June 2, 2009

Ms. Melissa Cryan

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
100 Cambridge Street — Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

Dear Ms. Cryan,

The Amherst Select Board enthusiastically supports the Open Space and Recreation Plan.
This document expresses our community’s values and goals, and provides a framework
to help us plan for the future.

Considerable public input and expertise have informed the creation of this plan. While
individuals may differ on some of its specifics, the broad strokes capture Amherst’s
shared priorities for land conservation, agricultural preservation and outdoor recreation.
A key element is the emphasis on analyzing land use demands in order to achieve
appropriate balance among them.

We hope you will approve this plan.

Sincerely,

X\\ /’;/ i >/Q U (N/C/(/»:’ l /27&'%‘54/

Stepha;ue o eeffe Chair Alisa Brewer

) ./J Lo 9~ Do’ ST

Aaron Hayden, Clerk Y a Diana Stein

et Ut

Gerald Weiss

Printed on Recycled Paper EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
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Section 10.
Public
Comments
AMHERST  Massachusetts
TOWN HALL PLANNING BOARD
4 Boltwood Avenue (413) 259-3040
Ambherst, MA 01002-2351 (413) 259-2410 [Fax]
planning@ambherstma.gov
June 4, 2009
Melissa Cryan
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
100 Cambridge Street - Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114
Dear Ms. Cryan:
The Amherst Planning Board supports the 2009 update to the Open Space and Recreation Plan
(OSRP). The Board reviewed the Plan on May 20 and June 3, 2009, and voted 6-0 to support and
approve the Plan as consistent with and supportive of many of the community’s planning
priorities as set forth in the pending draft Amherst Master Plan.
In particular, the OSRP public process and update development have been coordinated with
Ambherst’s master plan goals and objectives with regard to land use, natural & cultural resources,
and open space and recreation. Amherst has a long tradition of responsible environmental
planning and action, and this update will help us carry that legacy forward through the next five
years.
We urge your approval of the 2009 update to the Amherst Open Space and Recreation Plan.
Sincerely,
&~ Planning oar& 7
. Town of Amherst 100
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