
Amherst Historical Society & Museum!
CPA Requests, FY 16 !

“The mission of the Amherst Historical Society is to connect 

people to the Town of Amherst, its history, and its culture.” !



The 1750-era Simeon Strong House is one of the oldest surviving in 
Amherst. The Museum’s collections of over 7,000 objects are a 
repository of the Town’s material history stretching back over 250 years!



Amherst Historical Society chartered 1903;!
Amherst History Museum opened 1916!



Project 1: Painting and Preservation!
of the Building Envelope!

($ 25,000)!

Purpose: to preserve the structure of this historic house !
and protect the collections that it houses!



Previous work/what we know!

•  Exterior Paint Study (Brian Powell, Building 
Conservation Associates, 2000) !

•  Historic Structure Report (Myron Stachiw, et al., 
2002)!



Where are we?!



earliest view of the Strong House!

(Yale University)!



1889 view!





Current conditions:!
!

•  inconsistent paint colors!
•  deteriorated paint!

•  damaged wood!
•  danger to building and contents!



Inconsistent Paint Colors!



Deteriorated Paint!





















Project 2: 
Archaeology Survey  

$ 20,000!

Purpose: to identify and safeguard historic resources !
located beneath the surface of the ground!
!

Method: !
!

• Non-intrusive survey of entire property with !
ground-penetrating radar!
• Limited subsurface testing of revealed anomalies!
!
Outcomes:!
!

• Laboratory analysis of artefacts!
• Professional scientific report!



From the Archaeology Chapter of 
the 2002 Historic Structure Report!

• a long-occupied and heavily utilized site that has a high 
potential for containing archaeological evidence!



• almost certainly contains archaeological evidence for a 
wide range of agricultural and domestic work activities, 
structures and artifacts!



• Archaeology should be employed, as necessary, in a 
planned and systematic way to protect and document 
evidence for the history of the site that lies buried 
beneath its current ground surface!



Previous work/what we know:!
!



•  Garman survey (trench, shovel test pit) in 
conjunction with Jones Library expansion (1990)!

•  Historic Structure Report (Ed Hood in Myron 
Stachow, et al., 2002)!

•  UMass Archaeological Services test excavations as 
part of Archaeology Day (2011)!











Schoolchildren taking part in test excavations with UMass Archaeology Dept., 2011"









UMass Archaeological Services will 
perform an intensive archaeological survey 

that includes the following:!

1. A ground penetrating radar (GPR) study of the entire property (appx.   3/4 
acre) This will take three days with two archaeologists, including writing a report 
on the results of the GPR survey.  "
"
2. Limited subsurface testing in order to "ground truth" subsurface anomalies 
identified by the GPR as well as test areas that were identified as having high 
archaeological potential by Ed Hood, but did not contain GPR anomalies.  The 
testing will take three days with a crew of four plus a field supervisor.  "
"
3. Securing a permit from the State Archaeologist.  "
"
4. Laboratory analysis and processing of the materials excavated.  "
"
5. Preparing a report on the excavations.  The total cost is estimated at 
approximately $20,000.  !



Thank you for your!
consideration.!


