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Introduction To MassMedicum

MassMedicum Corp. (MassMedicum) is a locally based Massachusetts non-profit corporation organized
for the purpose of producing and dispensing, in a pharmacy setting, the highest quality medical-grade
cannabinoids (marijuana derived products) to patients in Massachusetts, under the guidelines of the
2012 Act for the Humanitarian Medical Use of Marijuana. MassMedicum operates under the
regulations set forth in 105 CMR 725.00 as promulgated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Public Health (DPH).
Provisional License
In November 2014, DPH granted MassMedicum a provisional license to operate both a plant cultivation
and medical processing facility in Holbrook, Massachusetts, and a dispensing facility in Taunton,
Massachusetts. Construction of MassMedicum’s facilities commenced on December 1, 2015. In June,
2015, MassMedicum applied to the DPH to obtain two additional licenses to operate dispensaries.
MassMedicum proposes that the Town of Amherst allow MassMedicum to operate one of those
dispensaries at 85 University Drive. MassMedicum believes that it can operate its business at that
location in a safe and secure manner and allow the company to fulfill its non-profit mission of
benefitting both the Town of Amherst and the patients of the community at large.
Medical Focus
The company’s founder is Dr. James T. Kurnick of Quincy, Massachusetts. Dr. Kurnick has had a
distinguished career at a leading Boston Hospital and Medical School. He also operates two biotech
companies involved in research for new cancer therapies. Dr. Kurnick seeks to have MassMedicum
emphasize the truly medical aspects of marijuana. He seeks to apply the same, exacting attention to
scientific detail to marijuana therapies that he does to the cancer therapies he develops in his other
medical ventures.
MassMedicum has contracted with Medsorganics, a California company which specializes in the organic
marijuana cultivation techniques required by Massachusetts law. Medsorganics personnel will oversee
all growing operations at its Holbrook, Massachusetts production facility. The plants will be grown in a
safe, clean environment, following all applicable municipal, state and federal regulations and utilizing
the best practices of the industry. Medicine will be extracted from the plants and processed in a
professionally overseen state-of-the-art laboratory in Holbrook, Massachusetts, under guidelines
established by Dr. Kurnick.
MassMedicum will emphasize use of vaporizers as a healthier medicine- delivery system than the more
traditional “smoking“ methods and will provide a diverse array of vaporizers , vaporizer pens and similar
devices. The company will develop and sell a line of edibles, oils, creams, sublingual sprays and
tinctures. The company will explore and develop the latest technology, including Nanoparticle THC,
which has potential to deliver a deeper-penetrating, and longer lasting treatment than current products.
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Although Massachusetts regulations do not require it, dispensing of medicine at MassMedicum will be
supervised by a registered pharmacist, who will be available for consultation on a daily basis.
MassMedicum’s focus on a truly Medical environment will treat cannabis like other medications,
allowing patients to receive professional advice as to dosage, frequency of use, interactions with other
drugs and possible side effects.
MassMedicum will tailor a medical treatment to each patient. Cannabis comes in a variety of strains,
each of which has different blends of the two most active components, THC and CBD, as well as other
medicinally active cannabinoids. THC is the psychotropic component of the cannabis plant, and THC is
the ingredient associated with the “high” feeling which some users describe. THC is particularly
effective at treating nausea in patients undergoing chemotherapy and radiation therapy, and has the
ability to lower eye pressures in patients with glaucoma. In distinction, the non-psychoactive CBD has
the ability to control pain relief without the “high” feeling. CBD also has beneficial effects for symptoms
of insomnia and anxiety, and has been shown to have dramatic effects in epilepsy, and with other
neurological diseases, such as Multiple Sclerosis and ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s Disease. Both CBD and THC
have been shown to help with symptoms of Inflammatory Bowel Disease, and with reversing appetite
loss in cancer and AIDs patients. Our pharmacist and staff will be able to recommend particular strains
to patients, depending upon their ailment and needs. Further, MassMedicum can extract and separate
the THC and CBD and provide a patient with specific ratios of THC and CBD or even pure THC or pure
CBD. Our staff will be well trained to assist the patient in choosing the right medication.
Executive Leadership
Dr. Kurnick has assembled a talented team to oversee the company’s development and growth. The
Chairperson of the Board of Directors is Lee Chamberlain, who has had a long career in Massachusetts
non-profit management, as CEO, COO, Vice President and Senior Operations Manager across a wide
array of public and private organizations. Other board members include Dr. Paul Durda, a biochemist
trained at M.I.T. and Tufts University with a three decade career in pharmaceutical and biotechnology
companies. Elizabeth Clifford Higginbotham was the second woman to become a state trooper in
Massachusetts where she served for over 25 years. Lisa Makaitis Silverman is a Registered Pharmacist
with 20 years of retail and hospital dispensary management experience. MassMedicum’s General
Manager and General Counsel is Philip Silverman, a Boston-based attorney with over 25 years of
experience in advising local companies on business and financial matters. MassMedicum’s head of
security is Paul Oxford, the recently retired Director of Investigations for the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Department of Corrections. Resumes and additional information regarding these
individuals will be made available to the Town.
As you learn more about MassMedicum, we hope that you will agree that the professional leadership of
this company has both the vision and the expertise to bring medical cannabis to the Town of Amherst in
the safe and professional setting that its voters sought in helping to pass the 2012 law authorizing its
use.
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Section D: Local Compliance
Describe how the Corporation has ensured, and will continue to ensure, that the
proposed RMD is in compliance with local codes, ordinances, and by-laws for the
physical address(es) of the RMD.
As to zoning, the physical address of 85 University Drive has been identified as
within the B-L District, in which Amherst zoning allows an Off Site Medical Marijuana
Dispensary in accordance with a special permit under Section 12.32 of the Amherst
Zoning By-Laws. This bylaw provision requires site control, security, management plans,
size, ventilation, annual reporting and exclusivity of building use. MassMedicum Corp.
has examined all such requirements, as well as the standard requirements for a special
permit (including site plan approval), and will incorporate those requirements into all
site, building and operational planning.
As to other local ordinances and bylaws, the Company has incorporated other
pertinent provisions of local law into its site, building and operation planning, including
but not limited to, policies as to anti-discrimination, labor, personnel, and sexual
harassment, prohibition of polystyrene containers, refuse collection and mandatory
recycling, snow and ice removal, littering, signage/advertising, emergency access for
police/fire, wetlands protection and payment of taxes, fees, assessments and other
municipal charges.
The Company pledges to continually monitor compliance with all such local
ordinances and bylaws through its local counsel and its on-site manager. The
Company’s General Manager, Philip C. Silverman, will meet at least twice each year with
local officials to review all such policies and the status of the Company’s compliance
therewith and to make such immediate corrections and reports as circumstances shall
dictate.

The following provides a listing of the buildings within 300 feet of the subject property at 85
University Drive and the tenants occupying same:
65 University Avenue:
Athena’s Pizza
Hampshire Bicycle Exchange
Beach Club Suntanning
Army National Guard Recruitment Center
U Mass Information Technology Warehousing
145 University Drive:
United States Post Office
101 University Drive:
Eye Physicians of Northampton
Clinical Support Options
Family Resource Center
UMass Amherst – Various Administrative Offices and Research Lab space
Attain Therapy and Fitness
Mass Department of Agricultural Resources
None of the uses by the foregoing tenants would appear to violate Article 13 of the Zoning
Bylaws or Massachusetts law on which Article 13 appears to be based. None of the uses are residential
and none appear to violate the provision in 105 CMR 725.110 A (14) prohibiting the siting of a
dispensary within the prohibited area of a “school, daycare center, or any facility in which children
commonly congregate.” While there are uses which would appear to be such that a child might be on
the premises at any given time (Athena’s Pizza, Family Resource Center, Hampshire Bicycle Exchange),
Massachusetts law, and the Colorado law on which it is based, has never deemed such uses to be where
“children commonly congregate.” The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has provided
clarification to municipalities on this issue via an August 2015 memorandum, stating “The Department
interprets a “facility in which children commonly congregate” to include facilities in which children are
gathered for a particular purposes in a structured and scheduled manner or which are dedicated to the
use of children, such as playgrounds, youth services programs, day care centers, youth sports facilities,
dance schools, and gymnastics schools. It includes a private home housing a family day care center, but

not a private home where children happen to liver. It does not include other facilities, such as ice cream
shops, where children may happen to congregate, but not in a structured, scheduled manner.”

