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Uses: Present:

Restaurant/Office Building

Original: Creamery
Date of Construction: 1887 (started, added onto several
times); 1921 (brick building)

Source:

Current owners, Connie and Bill Gillen

Style/Form: Factory (1921)
Architect/Builder:

N/A

Exterior Material:
Foundation: Concrete

Locus Map

Wall/Trim: Red brick, common running bond
Roof: White PVC
Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: Two-car brick
garage; two-bay wood barn with slate shingle roof (19th
Century)
Major Alterations (with dates): Conversion from Louis
Foods warehouse and restaurant that specialized in ice
cream made on the premises to an office building with a
restaurant (1985, now called Sunset Grille)

Condition:
Moved: no

yes

Date:

Acreage: 1.33 acres
Setting: This factory building, now an office/restaurant, is a
Recorded by: Bill Gillen/Gretchen Fox;EWW

nonconforming use in a general residential zone. Most of
the immediate surrounding neighborhood was built in the
early 20th Century.

Organization: LHDSC
Date (month / year): September 2016
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community.
The current structure, a commercial brick building of c. 1920, unique to this residential neighborhood, was once the site of the
Amherst Creamery Company’s ice cream and butter-making operations. In earlier years (1882-c. 1920) production had taken
place in the wood frame residential structure that occupied this site and also housed several employees of the ACC. The brick
building, somewhat altered in 1947 and again in 1986, was, in its basic form, built around the earlier wood frame structure that
fronted on Sunset Avenue, so that production would not have to stop during its conversion to the more sanitary and modern
factory. The frame structure was then demolished piece by piece, inside the factory that kept the Sunset Avenue frontage. It is
currently an office building of over 16,000 square feet, containing 30 offices and a restaurant.
The two-story brick building has none of the architectural qualities of the neighborhood, which was built up beginning in 1870
(compare, for example, the Martin Homestead at 143 Fearing Street). The structure has the architectural elements to be
expected of a factory building of the 1920s: a built-up coal tar pitch roof with a 1-in-12 slope, a rolled I-beam steel frame, heavy
timber floors, rolled steel industrial windows, horizontal cable-hung flat roofs over the east-facing entries, and walls of common
red brick set in running bond. Some masonry openings were filled with 8’ x 8’ x 4” glass block, probably in the 1950s.
There is evidence of the building having been built in stages. There are 12-inch-thick brick walls between additions. Some
original window openings were later bricked up and are now covered on the interior with sheetrock. The nearly flat roofs are on
three different levels.
The property also includes a nineteenth-century, two-bay, wood barn with slate roof. It has a pronounced list to the right of about
eight inches.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the
owners/occupants played within the community.
Today’s Amherst Creamery Office Building at 150 Fearing Street (formerly 173 Sunset Avenue) became the second site of the
Amherst Co-Operative Creamery Association’s Creamery in 1887 (the first ACCA was located on an adjacent half acre lot).
John Slattery sold 10 ¾ acres to Webster A. Pease of Northampton and John J. Greenough of Deerfield that year for $100,
excluding its barn and hay. Slattery had acquired this land from Hills and Westcott, and Pease and Greenough later sold off 9
acres of it. There was no house on the land in 1887, but the frame house in which the Creamery began its existence was in
place by May 1889, with a barn and ice house. The co-op was founded in 1882 with 59 farmer-members, had an average of 100
by 1889, and eventually reached a membership of 436. It was part of a popular co-operative movement of the time, promoted
among the agricultural communities throughout the state by MAC. According to Carpenter and Morehouse, writing in 1896, “the
first Creamery building was built in 1882, and the product was first placed on the market in December of that year. The second
building was erected in the fall of 1888. The receipts of cream in 1883 were 199,324 spaces; in 1892 this had risen to 1,907,206
spaces, equivalent to something like 300,000 pounds of butter. In the first ten years of its existence, the association paid to its
patrons over a half million dollars for cream. The stockholders have received an annual dividend of six per cent, per annum on
their investment. The principal market for the product is found in the cities and towns of Hampden County.”
An article in the October 1912 issue of Western New England Magazine noted the Creamery's 30 years of building an "enviable
reputation in this valley for making the very finest product on the market." Butter, cream, cheese, and ice cream mix were then
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its products. They purchased 1,225,625 pounds of cream from farmers in 1912. They received shipments by rail from Springfield
and South Vernon, Vermont, as well as Colrain, Montague, Bernardston, and South Deerfield, Massachusetts. They shipped
their products south to Holyoke and Springfield.
The first private owners, in 1909, were a partnership of John J. Greenough, of Deerfield, and Webster A. Pease, of
Northampton, who had originally bought the land on behalf of the co-operative. They purchased the frame house and
surrounding ten acres from the Amherst Creamery Cooperative Co., and became sole owners. (The nine acres of farmland
stretching to the Hadley line was sold off separately.) In 1921, the brick building replaced the frame house/creamery, in which
the families of ACC’s buttermakers, Charles and Lauriston Fish, were living on the second floor. Pease purchased 133 Fearing
Street in 1918 and the adjacent 11 McClure Street in 1920, into which he moved the Fishes and ACC’s delivery driver,
respectively. In 1938, Robert W. Pease, son of Webster, was granted a warranty deed as sole owner. The property, as well as
the two houses, eventually devolved to his widow, Myrtle, who sold them all separately, the Creamery building to Ervin W.
Bresnen in 1941. (The 1971 Amherst Record article erroneously attributes the present brick building to Bresnen.)

Until 1947, the Creamery remained a busy factory, producing cream, cheese, butter, milk, and ice cream mix—one of two or
three creameries in Amherst. In 1947, Ervin W. Bresnen remodeled it into a retail ice cream operation. The ice cream parlour,
Kitty’s, became a very popular neighborhood gathering place, operating until 1971.
Richard Vincent, owner of the supermarket Louis Foods on North Pleasant Street, had bought the building from Bresnen in 1963
and used the upper level as a warehouse while the ice cream parlor still operated for a time below. The corner offices were
maintained as offices. He sold the building in 1986 to a consortium that included Amherst architect, William Gillen, who
remodeled the building once again to convert it to its present combination of office and restaurant use. During the demolition
phase of the conversion, it was discovered that the ammonia-filled steel refrigerant piping was still "charged." A northerly breeze
and a drizzle were all that prevented the Southwest dormitories of University of Massachusetts from being evacuated that day!
The frontage and main entrances—and hence the street address—were changed to Fearing Street in 1995.
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East elevation, Amherst Creamery Building and adjacent parking lot, 2016
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