#11- AHS- Textiles- HP- $13,580

Community Preservation Act Committee- Proposal Request Form for FY 2019
Project Title: Textile Collection Evaluation and Care
CPA funding category: Check all that apply
Community Housing
Open Space
x
Historic Preservation
Recreation
Amount of CPA Funds Requested: $13,580
Submitting Entity: Amherst Historical Society
Contact Person: Georgia Barnhill
Phone: 413-835-0870
Email: gigi.barnhill@comcast.net (preferred) or info@amhersthistory.org
Please complete this form in its entirety and include the following in your proposal.
Overview of Proposal: Please describe your project and your feasibility analysis

The project (FY 2018) to review the Amherst Historical Society women’s costume collection was a stellar
success and leads us to request support to continue the specialized textile evaluation, identifying dates, materials
and processes, storage recommendations, and conservation priorities. We have a number of collection categories
yet to be assessed including men’s clothing, military uniforms, clothing for children and babies, and accessories
and household textiles. Independent curator Lynne Bassett is capable of continuing both the collection evaluation
and providing simple conservation procedures identified as individual pieces were reviewed during the CPA
FY2018 funded project. These conservation procedures will stabilize these artifacts and assure their preservation
for years to come. For the remainder of identified conservation needs, we are in the process of contacting textile
conservation facilities for estimates for the more complicated procedures identified during the women’s clothing
assessment and will seek funding through an “Adopt a Dress” campaign.
Describe how your request meets the CPA criteria:

The careful evaluation of the textile collection allows us to make storage and interpretation decisions and to
prioritize specialized care, cleaning and conservation. The item-by-item process is leading to the preservation
of individual objects and adds to our understanding of both everyday uses for textiles for home decoration and
wear here in Amherst. The collection includes a significant range of specialized clothing dating from the
republic’s earliest days into the current century. These pieces document both life events and everyday work
including items that range from wear for women doing chores at home to military uniforms. This project is
historic preservation at the most basic level.
1. Description of funding needed, including:
a. Documentation of cost estimates, budget
Consulting curator Marianne Curling and Lynne Bassett have carefully surveyed the portion of the collection that remains
to be studied. There are approximately 800 items that will require about 60 hours of Lynne Bassett’s time. In addition,
she proposes doing simple repairs to 17 items. Project costs and responsibilities are detailed below.

Textile Collection Evaluation and Care:
LYNNE BASSETT
Collection analysis and review including conservation and storage recommendations as
detailed by item list [60 hours @ $70. per hour]

$4,200.00

AHS CURATOR
Working w/with Lynne Bassett during site visits for collection evaluation taking notes,
etc. [60 hours @ $40. per hour]

$2,400.00

Prep collection for review, return the collection to storage, update records [60 hours @
$40. per hour]

$2,400.00

Subtotal AHS Curator $4,480.00
Textile Evaluation Project Total $8,680.00
Item description for categories to be reviewed
Men’s -- clothing items

# Items
50

Hours
10

Children -- for boys and girls

20
75

5
5

Baby – everything from caps and bibs to booties, dresses, christening
dresses, undershirts

70

5

Accessories for women and men -- 331 assorted: shawl’s, belts, Stockings,
Muffs, Collars, bags and purses, handkerchiefs, collars and cuffs, combs and
hat pins, stockings, gloves, spats, fans, and parasols

331

15

200

18

22

2
60

Military – uniforms and parts of uniforms

Household -- coverlets and quilts, sheets, blankets and towels, pillow shams
and cases, tablecloths and doilies--a few miscellaneous items
Unfinished projects (10) and Sewing tools and textile accoutrements such
as ribbons, thread, buttons (12)
Hours for Review

2

Proposal for simple conservation procedures
Amherst Historical Society Costume Collection
Lynne Z. Bassett
November 28, 2017
No. Item
9
Woman’s blouse, c. 1855
14 Woman’s black silk cape, c.
1850-65
16 Dress, c. 1865 wool
21
22

Bodice & skirt, c. 1880-85
Wedding dress, book
muslin, c. 1870
26 Work dress, c. 1880
28 House dress, c. 1880
46 House dress, c. 1890
49 Bodice, c. 1900
72 Work dress, c. 1910
77 73.94 Woman’s mantle
78 Afternoon dress, c. 19101915
85 Dress, linen, c. 1920
97 Dress
124 Shirtwaist, c. 1910
129 Dressing sacque, c. 1900-10
131 Shirtwaist, linen, c. 1905-10

Treatment
Wash
Stitched repair needed

Hours
3
1

Fix bad old repair; replace buttons
with something period appropriate?
Replace darts, fix tear at neck
Return to original configuration

4 (more if time needed
to find period buttons)
3
3

Fix tears
Wash
Wash
Sew trim back on
Sew up open seams, wash
Fix loose stitching in neck
Wash

3
4
4
1
5
2
4

Wash
Stabilize filet lace
Fix loose stitching, wash
Wash, stitch up open seam
Wash, stabilize lace

4
2
3
3
4

Subtotal of Hours for
Treatment Procedures

53 @ $70/hr = $3,710

Supplies and Materials
Additionally, time and money will be needed for purchasing materials for treatments:
appropriate fabrics for repairs, threads, netting to make drying blocks, distilled water,
Orvus, etc.
Estimated budget for treatment materials:

$ 400.00

Archival boxes and tissue for transportation of items:

$ 300.00

7 hours @ $70/hr. to purchase materials (mileage will be waived): $ 490 .00
Subtotal for Supplies and Materials

$ 1190.00

REQUEST for Simple Conservation Time and Materials: $4,900
Total request for Textile Evaluation $ Simple Conservation:

$13,580.00
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2. Urgency of the Project, if any.
Ms. Bassett accomplished a great deal in the women’s clothing evaluation, but there is much more to do—almost 800
more pieces to do! It is important that the remainder of the textile collection be examined as we determine how best to
incorporate it into storage and exhibition plans. The pieces listed for simple conservation by Ms. Bassett are not in
condition for use and cannot serve a greater role in programs, study, and exhibition until they are repaired. The goal is to
make the collection accessible.
3. Estimated timeline from receipt of funds to Project completion.
Once notification of funding is received, Ms. Curling and Ms. Bassett will set up a schedule to accomplish the work. We
anticipate the evaluation will be complete within 6 months and the care and cleaning within 12 months from a start date of
July 1, 2018.
4. Acquisition or preservation of threatened resources.
The textiles are the most fragile and vulnerable collection at the Historical Society. While we house important paper based
materials in the Jones Library Special Collections, the textiles remain in the Strong House. Major components of caring for
this collection are understanding materials and construction, and upgrading storage and preservation. With this
understanding, we will preserve these items for future generations. Lynne Bassett brings the expertise necessary to fully
evaluate the collection. This collection has suffered from poor--even if well-intentioned care—in the past with some
resulting damage.
5. Population(s) to be served by the Project.
The Amherst Historical Society and Museum is open to the public, free of charge, and will be able to display small
numbers of the costume collection for the benefit of the community and those who come from a distance to visit the
Amherst Center Cultural District, of which the Historical Society is a member. Ms. Bassett will be the speaker at the
Society’s annual meeting and Founders Day celebration on February 11 at the Jones Library to which the public is invited.
A reception will follow at the Simeon Strong House where we will display a few of the treasures discovered during the
CPA FY 2018 project. Textiles included in exhibitions at the Historical Society during 2017 (a bed quilt, dolls’ clothing
and accessories, and baby clothes) were popular with our visitors. The public has shown great interest in textile displays
and we will be presenting more—and correctly identified—pieces.
6. How will the CPA investment in your property, facility or project be maintained over time?
The Historical Society will continue to maintain the Simeon Strong House and its collections and continues to make
progress, slow but significant progress, on properly storing all of its collections (CPA FY2014). Expert evaluation allows
us to make the most appropriate storage and exhibition choices to assure long-term viability of the textile collection.
7. Which relevant Town committees and/or commissions are you working with?
Historical Commission
1.

Other information regarding the Project deemed necessary for CPAC.
Ms. Bassett’s abbreviated résumé is below. A full one is available upon request.
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LYNNE ZACEK BASSETT
Costume and Textile Historian
Museum Consultant
64 Rondeau Street
Palmer, Mass. 01069
(413) 289-9545
lynne@lynnezwoolsey.com
EDUCATION
M.A. Design and Resource Management, specializing in textile and costume history, University of
Connecticut, 1991. Thesis: “The Sober People of Hadley: Sumptuary Laws and Clothing in Hadley,
Massachusetts, 1663‒1732.”
B.A. American Studies (cum laude), Mount Holyoke College, 1983.
Victorian Society of America Newport Summer School, 1992.
POSITIONS
2011 ‒2017: Editor, Uncoverings, the annual journal of the American Quilt Study Group.
2007 ‒2015: Guest Curator; 2016 – 2017: Adjunct Curator for Costume & Textiles, Wadsworth
Atheneum Museum of Art, Hartford, CT
Responsible for seven costume and textile exhibitions, including: “Gothic to Goth: Romantic Era
Fashion & Its Legacy,” 2016, selected by Google for its Arts & Culture Initiative:
https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/exhibit/PgICuwD5mm2UKQ, and winner of a
Reward of Merit from the Connecticut League of History Organizations; “Colts & Quilts:
Remembering the Civil War” (with Alyce Englund and Erin Munroe), 2011; “The Upholstered Woman:
Fashion of the 1870s and 1880s,” 2010; “The Allure of Lace,” fall 2009; “Foreign Accents: The Ballets
Russes and Western Couture,” spring 2009; “Who Was Anna Tuels? Quilt Stories, 1750‒1900,” fall
2008; “Making a Splash: American Beach Fashions, 1850‒1920,” spring 2008. Other duties have
included preparing a costume collection assessment, making recommendations for acquisitions and
deaccessions, cataloguing, assisting researchers, donor cultivation, supervising volunteers, fund
raising, etc.

Other Exhibitions







“’Made picturesque by the costumes’: Clothing of the Holy Land Collected by Frederic Church”
(working title), Olana, Hudson, NY, summer 2018.
Co-curator (with Madelyn Shaw), “Homefront & Battlefield: Quilts & Context in the Civil War,”
American Textile History Museum, Lowell, MA, 2012; New-York Historical Society 2014;
Shelburne Museum, Shelburne, VT, 2014; Great Plains Art Museum, Lincoln, NE, 2015.
Guest curator, “‘What Can a Woman Do?’ Women, Work, and Wardrobe, 1865‒1940,” Mount
Holyoke College Art Museum, South Hadley, MA, 2009.
Guest curator, “‘Modesty Died When Clothes Were Born’: Costume in the Life and Literature of
Mark Twain,” The Mark Twain House & Museum, Hartford, CT, 2004. Winner of the 2005
Costume Society of America Richard Martin Award for Excellence in the Exhibition of Costume.
Guest curator, “Telltale Textiles: Quilts from the Historic Deerfield Collection,” Historic Deerfield,
Deerfield, MA, 2002.
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Selected consulting projects
Consultant for projects that in whole or in part culled and reorganized collections storage, identified,
dated, and catalogued household textiles, costumes, and personal artifacts. Clients have included:
Smith College Theater Department, New Hampshire Historical Society, Shelburne Museum, H. F. du
Pont Winterthur Museum, Connecticut Historical Society Museum, University of Connecticut (Storrs),
Amherst (MA) Historical Society, Barre (MA) Historical Society, Nashua (NH) Historical Society,
Fairfield (CT) Historical Society, Longmeadow (MA) Historical Society, Gore Place (Waltham, MA);
East Hampton (NY) Historical Society, Wilson Museum (Castine, ME), Wellesley (MA) Historical
Society, Maine State Museum, and many others.
1995 ‒2000: Curator of Textiles and Fine Arts. Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, MA.
1990 ‒1995: Curator of Collections. Historic Northampton, Northampton, MA.
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Books & Exhibition Catalogues


Contributing author (27 essays), American Quilts in the Industrial Age, 1750‒1870. Lincoln, NE:
International Quilt Study Center & Museum, forthcoming, January 2018.
 Gothic to Goth: Romantic Era Fashion and Its Legacy. Hartford, CT: Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art, 2016. Nominated for the Milia Davenport Award, Costume Society of America
and the Historic New England Book Prize.
 Homefront & Battlefield: Quilts & Context in the Civil War. Lowell, MA: American Textile History
Museum, 2012 (with Madelyn Shaw). Winner of a bronze medal in History, Independent
Publishers Book Awards, 2013.
 Editor and primary author, Massachusetts Quilts: Our Common Wealth. Lebanon, NH: University
Press of New England for the Massachusetts Quilt Documentation Project, 2009.
 “Modesty Died When Clothes Were Born”: Costume in the Life and Literature of Mark Twain.
Hartford, CT: The Mark Twain House & Museum, 2004.
35 other publications include book chapters, symposium proceedings and magazine articles.
AWARDS AND HONORS RECEIVED
 Independent Publishers Book Award, bronze medal in history for Homefront & Battlefield: Quilts
& Context in the Civil War, 2013 (with Madelyn Shaw)
 Member, Historic New England Council, Boston, MA, appointed 2012
 Fellow, Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, MA, elected 2011
 Member, American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, MA, elected 2010.
 Richard Martin Award for Excellence in the Exhibition of Costume, Costume Society of America,
for “‘Modesty Died When Clothes Were Born’: Costume in the Life and Literature of Mark
Twain,” 2005
 Associate Fellow, International Quilt Study Center, Lincoln, NE, appointed 2004
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