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BALLOT QUESTION

Shall Amherst approve the new charter recommended by the charter commission, summarized below?

YES O NO O

Summary of Proposed Charter

A "Yes" vote on the new charter creates a Town Council/Town Manager form of government for
Ambherst. A “No” vote retains the current Representative Town Meeting/Select Board/Town Manager
form of government.

The charter provides for an elected 13-member Town Council composed of 10 District
Councilors (2 in each of 5 districts) and 3 Councilors-at-Large, all serving two year terms. Each district
is made up of two current voting precincts. The Town Council appoints and supervises a Town
Manager to serve as chief executive officer.

The Town Council replaces the 254-member Representative Town Meeting as the legislative body.
The 5-member Select Board would also be eliminated, with the Town Council providing policy
leadership and the Town Manager serving as chief executive officer.

The Town Council approves the budget, authorizes borrowing, enacts local bylaws and
resolutions, and provides policy leadership. It also confirms the Town Manager's appointments of de-
partment heads and resident boards/committees.

The Town Manager administers day-to-day operations, including appointment and supervision of Town
employees; preparing the annual budget; and negotiating contracts.

Local Election Day moves to November and is held in odd-numbered years. The terms of the School
Committee, Library Trustees, Oliver Smith Will Elector, and 3 members of the Housing Authority will be
2 years.

Town Councilors and School Committee members will receive stipends.

District Councilors must hold two District Meetings per year, for two-way communication with their con-
stituents. Three town-wide Forums also are required each year, for public discussion of the budget, the
schools, and the master plan.

The charter requires the Town Council to adopt a master plan and to consider whether
proposed land use, zoning, or development regulations are consistent with the master plan. The Town
Council appoints members of the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals. The Town Manager
appoints members of the Redevelopment Authority.

The charter allows voter-driven initiatives. It also enables voters to repeal Town Council actions through
a “voter veto” process.

The charter creates a Ranked-Choice Voting Commission and a Participatory Budgeting Commission.

The Charter provides a city form of government when state law distinguishes between “towns” and
“cities”. Amherst will continue to be known as the "Town of Amherst."
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