Planning for New or Renovated Elementary School Buildings
Wildwood Elementary School, built in 1970, and Fort River School, built in 1973, are the schools in which the majority of
K-6 students in the Amherst Public Schools are educated. The schools have not undergone significant renovations since
their opening almost 50 years ago, despite the fact that they are not well-constructed in terms of educational design,
safety, or moisture control. The Wildwood and Fort River buildings were built for a significantly larger population of
students than is currently educated in them; however, they were built without consideration for educating students with
special needs and other specific populations that are currently critical members of our student population.

Buildings do not meet current code for accessibility and do not meet modern safety and security standards

Why are new or renovated elementary school buildings needed?
Due to their age and condition, the existing Wildwood and Fort River Schools have many problems and deficiencies in
both buildings, including:
• Undersized classrooms;
• Inadequate layout for current educational models;
• Open classroom design that is noisy and impedes learning;
• Failure to meet current ADA accessibility codes;
• Failure to meeting current safety standards for front entry access and fire sprinkler systems; and
• Antiquated HVAC systems that are inefficient environmentally and do not provide a comfortable learning
environment.
Additionally, the roof at Fort River is in very poor condition and will need replacing in the near future.
What work has been done to study the issues at Wildwood and Fort River?
Feasibility studies have been completed for exploring options on both the Fort River and Wildwood site. The Fort River
study was completed in September of 2019 and can be found at
https://www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/48691/2019_09_17_Final. The Wildwood study was part of a
previous Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) study completed in 2016 and can be found at
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0By0mz4P0v3bWaG9vUk54emJud2s.
What are the next steps toward a new school building(s)?
With unanimous votes of the Amherst School Committee and Amherst Town Council, the Town applied to the MSBA
process in April. The MSBA will vote on which towns are accepted into the process for the upcoming year on December
11, 2019.
If the Town is invited into the MSBA process, it will receive a date when work can commence on the feasibility study,
which will likely be in the spring of 2020. A building committee will be formed to begin the work of hiring consultants to
support the Town’s exploration of options for consideration.
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Originally built in 1928 and renovated in 1993, the Jones Library in Amherst has outgrown its
dated space and would be providing Amherst residents with a more usable and inclusive library
with this expansion project. The current building does not have a designated space for teens
to use. Falling in between the children’s room and the adult stacks, teens need their own space
to work on collaborative school projects, and to gather when school buildings are closed.
In addition, the library is not fully ADA compliant, hindering service to a significant part of the
population. The new library will also be able to fully meet the technology needs of patrons.
The computer terminals are currently oversubscribed on a regular basis. Access to the computers
and the Internet is especially important for the substantial population segment in Amherst who
cannot afford a computer or broadband access at home.
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5,888 (1928)

34,675 (2035)

Year constructed

1928

??
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1993 - 18,800

35,800

Square footage

48,000
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21
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Community meeting/
program room
Quiet/collaborative
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MPLCP Green Library Incentive: $146,457 - $256,300 upon completion of project and receipt
of LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environment Design) certification and level of certification

mass.gov/mblc

Planning for a new Fire/Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Station:
Facility: Fire/EMS services reside in 2 facilities in Amherst – North Amherst and Central Stations. Built in 1929
as a fire station, the Central Fire Station is woefully inadequate for the operational needs of today’s modern fire
and EMS service and Amherst’s greatly increased population.
Services: The Department provides services in fire suppression, emergency medical services, rescue services, fire
prevention, safety education, and hazardous material incident response and disaster operations.
Why is a new Fire/EMS facility needed?
The facility is totally inadequate and not a safe
place to work. The space is too small for the fire
and EMS apparatus and sufficient work and
storage space. The Department cannot acquire
the types of fire apparatus necessary because
of the space restrictions. The electrical and
plumbing systems are outdated. The living and
bathroom areas do not meet national standards
or codes. There is no decontamination area,
no barriers between living spaces and areas susceptible to contamination. Air quality is an issue as
Firefighters are constantly exposed to products of combustion and other contaminants. Studies conducted in
1966, 1983, and 2006 all pointed out that emergency responses to parts of South and East Amherst are
dangerously delayed due to their distance from the Central Fire Station. All three studies recommended replacing
the station with a new one located somewhat south of the downtown. The full 2006 report can be found at
www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/Home/View/33791. In fall 2016, the Special Town Meeting approved
$75,000 to do a feasibility study to build a new fire/EMS station south of the downtown, replacing the fire station
at 68 North Pleasant St. The feasibility study by the firm Kaestle Boos, working with Mitchell Associates
Architects, which specializes in fire and EMS station design, was completed in 2018.
What did the Fire/EMS Feasibility Study include?
The study included a report and conceptual design and floor plans. This report, based on interviews with Amherst
Fire Department staff and a review of current state and national standards for fire stations, is available at
www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/42046. A staff study is also available at
www.amherstma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/42045 . The best site for the fire/EMS station is 586 South Pleasant
St., the site of the 102-year-old dilapidated building housing the Amherst DPW headquarters.
What are the next steps towards a new Fire/EMS
facility?
Once a site is finalized for the Fire/EMS station, the
Town will hire a consultant to prepare the schematic
design for a new facility. This phase will include
site-specific analysis involving existing conditions,
environmental and geotechnical investigations, and a
Traffic Impact Assessment. The final report will
include detailed drawings showing all interior
spaces, exterior spaces, operational adjacencies and a
detailed construction cost estimate.

Planning for a new Department of Public Works (DPW) Facility
The Facility: Over Amherst’s 257-year history, the Town has never built a Department of Public Works
facility. Instead, in the 1940’s, the Town retrofitted a 1915 trolley barn at 586 South Pleasant St. This building
has seen very few significant improvements or modernizations even as Amherst’s population has increased and
DPW responsibilities greatly expanded.
Services: The DPW is an important first-responder when snow, storms, or other disasters hit. This essential
Town Department is responsible for maintaining roads, water/sewer lines, pump stations, water/wastewater
treatment facilities, 5 water supply wells, 2 reservoirs, 3 cemeteries, 80 acres of playing fields/parks/commons,
2 pools, sidewalks, and parking lots.

Why is a new DPW facility needed?
Due to the age, original intended use, and condition, the existing DPW headquarters has many problems and
deficiencies. The facility’s insufficient size restricts DPW operations, including vehicle, equipment, and
material storage that are dispersed throughout the Town and/or stored outside, accelerating depreciation.
Antiquated mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems result in safety, ventilation, electrical operations, and
locker rooms/restrooms that do not meet industry and code standards. Due to these issue, renovating the existing
facility is estimated to cost the same, if not more, than constructing a new one.

Auto repair with no ventilation

Decaying Building

Vehicles Outside in Winter

What did the DPW Feasibility Study include?
In March 2016, a DPW Feasibility Study was completed at a cost of $75,000. The study included assessment of
current property and facilities, operational space needs, potential sites, basic building conceptual layouts, and
related cost estimates. The full report is at www.amherstma.gov/documentcenter/view/34943.
What are the next steps towards a new DPW facility?
Once a site is finalized for DPW, the Town will hire a consultant to prepare the schematic design for a new
DPW facility. This phase will include site-specific analysis involving existing conditions, environmental and
geotechnical investigations, and a Traffic Impact Assessment. The final report will include detailed drawings
showing all interior spaces, exterior spaces, and operational adjacencies and a detailed construction cost
estimate.

