SUBSCRIBING IS EASY (and there’s more than one way)
Citizens and professionals of the Amherst community have several ways to subscribe the
various components of the Open Government to the MAX! notification system. This is an
example of one way to do it.

Here’s One Way:
1.) Visit the Open Government to the MAX! notifications page:
www.amherstma.gov/tothemax
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2.) If Email or SMS/Text is selected subscribers will be presented with a page where they can
enter their email address and then phone number and check off which items they would like to
be notified about and whether they would like to get an email, text message or both. There is
many categories for subscribers to choose from, including Government and Community Jobs.
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3.)

Users can use their own

calendar program to view Town
calendars live, simply select the
iCal feature from the Open
Government to the MAX! page and
you can select the iCal categories
of your choice.

4.) Users

can use their RSS feed

reader
to
view
news,
announcements,
events
and
board/committee postings with
agendas. Simply select the iCal link
from the Open Government to the
MAX! page and you can select the
RSS categories of your choice.
There are many categories to
choose from.
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5.) Select the Facebook link and be directed to our Facebook page where you can become our friend
and automatically see our news, announcements, events and board/committee postings with agendas in
your news feed.

6.) Select On Demand and be directed to our Amherst Media partner where videos of all high profile
board/committee meetings are stored in the online archive. Many board and committees meetings can
also be watched live online!
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7.) Select the Interactive Maps feature and not only view very detailed interactive maps with
many levels of detailed property information but also draw shapes and comment on maps for
Town officials and others to see. The “Markup” tool is used for the community to visually
communicate with each other and officials on a map.
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8.)

We are actively working with

localocracy.com and their new site tools
to integrate a new and very exciting
feature into the Open Government to the
MAX! portfolio which will allow for the
Amherst
community
to
use
a
sophisticated ranking system to voice
their opinion publicly and have a
conversation related to questions posed
by Town officials. We are currently in the
testing phase and expect this new
feature to be a great addition ready for
use by the end of 2011.
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