I’m actively working on a new map that can help us build our precinct boundaries. This very rough guide
is hopefully a set of tools that can help you folks work on things between now and our next meeting.

How to access the map.
Go to https://www.amherstma.gov/3624/Districting-Advisory-Board and click on Precinct Building Map
on the right hand side (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Accessing the Interactive Map

The link that opens should look a little familiar. It’s the same map that shows the 2010 Census Blocks
and populations in Blue, and the 2020 data in Orange (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Interactive Map

Opening the Attribute Table: This is an important step that you should always do once you’ve opened
the map. This is the population data that is tied to the geography (the Census Blocks). Click on the tiny
arrow at the bottom-center of the web page. I’ve highlighted this in Figure 3.

Figure 3. Accessing the Attribute Table
Interacting with the Attribute Table: With the Attribute Table open, you can click on the grey rectangles
on the left-hand side to select one, or more rows, similar to the way you would in Excel. Once you’ve
highlighted a row, you can click the Zoom to button and the map will move to the row(s) that you’ve
selected (Figure 4). You can sort columns by clicking on the column heading and clicking Sort Ascending
or Sort Descending. There are other things you can do here, but I’m trying to keep this short.

Figure 4. Selecting a row and Zooming to it on the Map.

Other Tools: In the upper right-hand corner of the map, you will see a set of icons in a blue-grey toolbar
(Figure 5). The two that are important for now are the Layers icon (looks like a sandwich), and the Select
icon (the one that looks like a mouse pointer with a square behind it). I will potentially be adding
different tools to this set.

Figure 5. Additional Tools.
The Select Tool: Click on the select tool and a box will pop up (See Figure 6). Make sure Census Blocks
2020 is the only layer selected with a check box. The select tool is now active, so you can use your
mouse pointer to select one or more Census Blocks on the map. Sneaky Tip: Hold down the shift key on
your keyboard and draw squares within each Census Block you would like to select (or unselect). The
blocks that you highlight will also highlight in the Attribute Table.

Figure 6. Working with the Select Tool.

Producing Summary Stats: Once you have a set of blocks selected, and you want to see a population
total, follow these steps:

1. In the Attribute Table click on Options

2. Click Show Selected Records. This will remove records that are not selected.
3. Click on Column P0010001 (Total Population), or any other column, and click Statistics. A box
will pop-up in the middle of the map and show you how many of that value you’ve selected.
4. To re-display all records, click on Options, Show All records.

This is a work in progress…. Any questions, thoughts, etc, send me an email at
warnerm@amherstma.gov

