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ARTICLES 
TO BE VOTED ON AT THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING, 

MARCH 6TH, 1876. 

------------_o4 •••• >_ __________ __ 

AXTICLB 1. ... To choose a. Moderator to preside over said meeting. 

ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will accept the list of Jurymen selected by 
the Selectmen.l . 

ARTIOLE~. To ~ar the annual reports of the SelccLmell and Overseers of 
the Poor, and Gener~SChool Committee, and act thereon. 

ARTICLE 4. To choose all necessary town officers for the year ensuing. 

ABTICLE 5. To choose a member of the General School Committee for 
one yea.r, to nil the vacancy made by the death of I. F . Conkey. Esq. 

ARTICLE 6. To choose an Elector under the provisions of the will of the 
late Oliver Smith. . 

ARTICLE 7. To determine the manner of repairing the Highways and 
Bridges the year ensuing. 

ARTICLE 8. To raise such soms of money as may be necessary to defray 
the expenses of the town the year ensuing, and to make appropriations of the 
same. 

ARTICLE 9 . To see if the town will appropriate a sum of money for the 
free Public Libraries in Amherst . 

. ARTICLE 10. To see if the town will appropriate a sum of JUfmey to help 
defray the public expenses of pecoration Day. 

ARTICLE 11. To see if the town will accept the Street ca.lled Spaulding 
street, as a publi9 highway. 

ARTICLE 12. To see if the town will accept the Street leading North near 
S. W. Whitney's as a public highway. 

ARTICLZ 13. To see what action the town w!,ll take about a room for the 
Town Officers . 

• 

ANNUAl, ·REPORT 

OF TOE 

selectmell~Overseers of the Poor 

AND ASSESSORS 

FOR THE TOWN OF AMHERST, 

• 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1877, 

TOGETHER WITH TOE HEl'ORT OF TUE 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 

• • • 

AMHERST, MASS., 

H. M. MoCLOUD. BOOK AND JOB PRINTER. 

1877. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

FOR 'fHE BETTER MAINTAINING ORDER IN TOWN MEETING. 

I • • 

1st. The Moderator shall prel:!crve decorum and order; may 
speak to points of order in reference to others ; and shall decide all 
questions of order. 

2d . When any voter shall require a question to be determined by 
. yeas and nays, the ~1oderator shall take the sense of the meeting in 

that manner, provided one-third of the voters pres,ent are in favor of it . 
, 3d. He shall propound all questions in the order in which they 

are moved, unless the subsequent motion be previous in its nature; 
except that, in naming sums and fixing times, the largest sum and 
longest time shall be first. 

4th . When a question is l)U~ under de-bate, the Moqerator shall 
receive DO question but to adjourn, to }ayon the table, for the pre­
vious question, to postpone to an hour certaiu, to amend, or to post­
pone indefinitely j which s,everal motions shall have precedence in 
the order in which they stand arranged. 

5th. 'Vhen two or more happen to rise at once, the Moderator 
shall name the one who shall ~peak first. 

6th . No voter shall speak more than three times on oue question, 
without first obtaining leave of the meeting j Dor more than twice 
until others who have not spoken, shall spenk, if they desire it. 

7th. All Committees shall be appointed and announced by the 
Jt1:oderator, unless otherwise specially directed by the meeting. 

8th. When any voter shall make a motion, and such motion 
shall be seconded by another, the same shall be received and consid­
ered by the meeting, and not otherwise. 
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9th. When a vote has passed, it shall be in order for anyone of 
the majority to move for a reconsideration thereof; and when a mo­
tion of reconsideration is decided, that decision shall DOt be recon­
sidered. 

10th. No one shall be allowed to stand up to the interruption of 
another while anyone is speaking, or pass unnecessarily between 
the :Moderator and the person spE'aking. . 

11 th o Every motion shall be reduced to writing if the ~foderator 
desires it. 

12th. Any voter may call for a division of the question, where 
the sense will admit of it. 

UHh. No motion or proposition of a subject different froin that 
under consideration, shall be admitted under color of' amendment. 

14th. "Vhen a vote ia doubted, the voters for or against the ques­
tion, when ea.lIed on by the .Moderator, shall rise aud staud uncov­
ered till they shall be counted. 

15th. Individuals while speaking shall stand ullcovere9, and. 
address the .Moderator. 

16th. No person shall be permitted to stand 00 the sents. 
17th. A motion to adjourn without date, shall be debat.:'lble j but 

a motion to adjourn to a day cel't.tin, shall not bc debatable. 
18th. No pel'son shall be pCI'mitted to smoke in this house. 

"' 

SELEO'l'MEN'S HE PORT. 

------------~.".~~.~-----------

The Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor have the honor to pre­
sent herewith their Annual Report for the year ending ~farch 1st, 
1877. 

There stands recorded a vote passed at the Annual Town }.feetillg 
of M::al'ch, 1874, restricting the Selectmen from exceeding in their 
expenditures auy of the appropriations, 'without first calling the Town 
together for instructions. During the year, after having been peti­
tioned for by the l'equi5ite number of citizen tax -payers, we called 
two speci~d towu meetings, to see if the Town would allow the Select­
men to use the H10uey already raised f!'om liceuses, etc., in those 
department::; that were deficient. "Ve can say that we h~i.ve net 
deviated in any case wbate ... ·cl' from the irJstl'uctions gi ... ·en, nor ex­
ceeued any of the approp,·iations to a gl'eat extent, without first 
mfl..killg it known to the Town according tv the abo ... ·e described vote. 

H.J:GIfWAYS AND SIDEWALKS. 

At the close of the season for working on highways, they were 
left ill much bettel' condition and repair than we could possibly have 
expected at th~ beginning. ,,\rith the limited amount to do with, we 
have accomplished much work, and not many seasons have the high­
ways been in so good repair, nor has there been 5') li ttle complaint, 
aud we think we have gone tlll'ough the year with just as good roads, 
and very much better at the cuds of the Town. At almost c .... el.y 
part of the South cnd they have been thoroughly inspected alld 
promptly seen to when Ollt of order. In comparison with highways 
in other towns they are far superior, aod equal to any portion of ollr 
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own. The appropriations for highways and sidewalks compared 
with a few of the past years, is as follows: 

Appropriation for 1869, 83,500 

" " 1870, 3,500 

" " 1871, 3,300 

" " 1872, 3,400 

" " 1873, 2,300 

" " 1874, 3,300 

" " 1875, 2,500 

" " 1876, 1,750 

From the above fiO'"ures it may be seen that we ~re steadily 
. t a safe fou~dation and an economical basis, although we 

connng 0 .• . d k' ('I' the 
I b bl ·l"ed to us~ e\""ery precautIOn ll1 savmg an rna Wo lave een 0 0 k d. 

I Id t as louo- and go as far towards the wor an 100-money 10 au 0 . y 
ts s the circumstances and times would permit. et, provemcn a hi. I 

I · . e do aud as we' have. sa id above, that t e llg lways are c allnlllg as w , . 

. ' t \S ..... ood order as they wei'e in those years , with a greater 
III JUs ~ 0 k . P the ('I'reat . t·o 1 we chim no honor and as no pn\lSe lor 0 app!'opna I t, ' I tt 

I · ..... 1 t of nC'trly fiftv per cent. less, and leave t 1e ma er e lll,nge W I OUo I , '.. , 

with you to sny what shall be your future actlOu. 

BRIDGES AND RAILINGS. 

Like the highway appropriation, this account has sha!'ed very 
heavily its proporti~n of reduction in the Town expenses. To ~x­
press to vou in the plaine:;t possible manner, we ma,ke the f~l1owlOg 
statemenJt similar to that of I{ighways. There was appro.prIat:~ for 

·1 . 186- 81000 and a like sum for each year uutil 18/<) the br]« (J'es 10 I, , ~ < < •• 

amo~nt waS reduced to S500; last spring, 1876, the appropnatI.an 

8300 reduction of 70 pel' cent. 'Ve have, however, wlt.h was , a b 'd 
..... reat care (\ud ·exertion, gone along through the year , kept the n ges 
; <rood rep''l.ir and the railinO'"s well up . We recommend tha.t III very 0' 0 . 

tl be 0 "reater sum allowed to this department the commg--yeur, lere <0 0 < r • 

as there are some old bridges at the North eud of the r own whICh 

will need re-building. 

'" 
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CONCRETE SlDEW ALKS . . 

This has been the first year of any public concrete sidewalks in 
Town, Some unknown, enterprising , public-spirited person donated 
and paid $500, with the c.onditiou that the 'Town should p!.\y as much 
more. This SUlll of $1,000 should then pay for half the expense of 
auy Concrete sidewalks, the abutters 01' propel'ty owners adjoining, 
paying the other half. By so doing, a fund of $2,000 was very soon 
created by citizens living in various parts of the Village readily sub­
scribing to a contract agreeing to pay thei!' half. The sidewalk law, 
chapter 107 of the acts of 1874, not having been accepted by the 
Town, we could not assess the abutters for any portion of the ex­
pense, and did not find it necessary. ]'10ro petitions and applications 
came to us for these walks than we had money for, and we regretted 
that we could not place more in those streets ~\'here ~hey were so 
much needed. In using our judgment fo r their dist.ribution through 
the Town,:we aimed to place them where the public most required 
them, and where they were most used, by leaving no principal street 
without some, (if orily for a sample ): that a.ll cou ld have an oppor­
tunity to learn of their ad ... ~anrage during the long, muddy Season . 
Nearly every person in Town passes and re-passes many ti mes be­
tween the Post Office and Phrenix Row, and Can fairly judge of the 
comfort and convenience these walks are to the public . . There has 
been laid some over 3,000 yards, and fl;om the Post Office to Spring 
street across the Common, paid for by subscription. After making 
great ·inqniry of people in diJf~rent places wbere these walks had beeo 
Hsed f01 some years, and who by expel'ience had a chance to learn of 
the quality and kind best fol' d 6. l'ability, we felt we were correct iu 
contracting with C. W. Lynam & Co ., from Brookline, who Jays 
down the soft walk; and we can say tha t they have 'done by us in 
every particular, th rough all the stages of the work, as agreed. Thi;; 
year has been only a begluning. 'Ve recommend that a similar 
amouut be appropriated to th is department for the coming season, 
feeling assnred that the use of the walks this year will justify us, and 
satisfy you in so doing. 

LOCK-UP AND NIGHT POLICE. 

This year, as in previous ones, our nigl1t policeman has been ap-
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pointed the Lock-up . keeper and had charge of the tramps at the sta­
tion house. There have becn 16 prisoners, and the total number of 
tramps were 233, an increase of 18 over the Dumber last year. 
These ha,ve b (}I.!U reJ aud cared for at au expense to the Town under 
the pauper account, which helps reduce that appropriation . The 
tramp h3.S become an almost intolerable nuisance and au expet13c it 
seems uDwise to hear, but to send them away without food ,~nd lodg­
i :lg would only turn them loose Otl the public. No ooe cares to 
harbor or to fc(yl, and bpi few wish to encou nter any of this floating 
population . The robberies, murders and incendiaries are almost 
iuvarin.bly tmcco. to the tramp . ' 'Ve can scarcely glance at any of 
our daily papers- but the first item gives an account of' sorne horrible 
crime or depredation committed by these villainous scouudrels. 'Ve 
have sometimes had 14 at our station house in one night, and it has 
occurred a. number of times through the year, and not many' nights 
without one or more. Who i;;:. there but recollects the murder of 
Moses B. Dickinson, only a little over a year ago, and the murderer 
not yet apprehended? Who cares to have 233 thieves, murderers and 
incendiaries floating about Town, about the farmer's homes during I 

the year? '\Tho likes to think of themselves and families I1l Lutiered, 

tlwir buildings burned and property stolen? These things do occur; 
they have occurred in our midst, and arc likely to agaiu. In askiug 
for the s<.l.H1e protect.ion that has been ' supplieu for ttle past few years, 
of one night policeman, who also cares for, lights uPJ nnd puts out 
the street bmps, we deem the request quite modest in this growing 
time of evil, and hope it will be grantecL 

CEMETERIES. 

Onr Cemeteries have ne,er looked as well nor have they been kept 
in as good order as they have this year. To obtain funds for the 
",rest Center the ciLizens very generously subscribed (S200) towards 
its care, and under the direction of a committee of Ladies the work 
of cleanliness nnd beauti(yiog went on nearly to perfection. None 
eould see but to approve, and for the exertions of t.he Ladies in this 
good work of improvement too much cannot be said in their praise. 
We again call the attention of the Town to the amount of funds pro­
cured from sale of' lots and if it is promptly p,tid in by those who 

I , 

• 

9 

purchase, and is Judiciously expended: the sum' would seem nearly 
sufficient to care for and keep the C~meteries in good order. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Very soon after our lnst annual T own meeting a.fire took place in, ,, 
and destroyed Union Block building. Since then, during the year, 
fires have occurred frequently and destroyed a great amount of prop­
erty. The Hlllount taken from our valuation is a severe loss, which 
falls on other property to be assessed in raising taxes. Every 
house or building burned is a grcHt loss to the Town and to the tax­
payers. Our Fire Engineers and Firemen have had mOre than the 
usual amount of work to do ~ with very poor tools nnd n. gre~t defi­
ciency of apparatus to do with. After the first fire lAst Spring we 
were notified by the Engineers of the immediate pressing need of 
more hose. We procured 300 feet, which seemed like an addition to 
their present supply j the old hose, howe\'er, is so very old and rot­
ten it cannot be trusted and only a limited amount of force c~n be 
applied to the engine wIlen it is attached. On several occasions, at 
fires, t.he use of the new hose has reminded us 9f the wisdom in pro­
curing it, and we felt justified in pnrchasing axes, saws, chains, 
crowbars, rams and ropes, that the firemen may have a little 
better chance to accomplish a good result at any future fire. 

PAUPER!> AND RELIEF TO POOR. 

Our outside poor, and particularly those who have gained a settle­
ment undm> the Military law of 1870, are a. great expense to the 
Town and trouble to the overseers j in most case,l!: they are in cities 
or other tQwns away from here , and their exact history of settlement 
or residence cannot be found unless it is learned by examinat ion. or 
otherwise than by correspondence. In case of sickness with these 
persons that are li"'"ing away from the Alms House, the expense is 
likely to be great, and as experience has shown, three or ,more times 
as much ~s if quartered there. There seems to be no diminution on 
the poor account, the amount of money required for their care during 
the year no one can tell j it is the most uucertain department and 
the most W9rk for tbe officers, if well done, as it sbould be. It sure­
ly has to be done, and it takes a large amount of time, and many 
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vexatious questions and subJects to encounter. Htlwever, we have 
got along with the strict attention that we have paid to all cases of 
pOOl' that have applied to us for assisU:oce, rendered them, a id D.ud 
comfort, and believe generally to their satisfaction. Using judgment 
as to the ex.tent of help needed we have turned none away where in 
our opinion circumstances were such as to cause them to ask for 
help, and in no case unless we discovered deception 01' fraud. It is 
quite an easy matter for the Military pauper to impose on the over­
seers of the poor, whether he be the genuine soldier or not. , if he only 
holds the correct paper , even if he has stolen it, to claim a residence 
and obtain a winter's board, out of any town this honorable discharge 
directs him to belong. Our Town farm property has suffered mueh 
for the want of water, perhaps not more than any of its neighbors . 
The water famine seems very severe at the south end of the town, 
and causes much uneasiness in case of fire, and great trouble to ob­
tain water for stock. The stock throughout are looking weB, and 
generally crops have been good, except the potato crop, which has 
been a failure . The care of t.he farm and poor have been under the 
management and direction of Mr. Orren Sykes, the same as }~st 
year, and we can cheerfully ~ay, as we did then, it has been well done .. 

The following persons have died who have been supported by the 
Town since our last report : :A-1r5 . Laura. B.l\{orse, aged 54; Charles 
Rust, died in Boston, aged 73 j Richard ¥attllCws, aged 63; .Mrs. 
Ganzy Ballou, died in W" orcester. 

In presenting for your consideration and acceptance tIle folIowi~g 
report of our doings for the past year, wercturn to y~)U our sincere 
thanks for the ·patience and forbearance you have many times had 
reason to have with us, and in those difficult places where counsel' 
and advice were much needed we have not been alone, but found 
you always ready and willing to guide us Oll, aod fit us ready for ac­
tion . For ·the office w,e have held by your courtesy for the past two 
years, aod some of ~l' number for a longer period, we thank you 
for the honot' conferred upon us . 

'H. INGRAM, of 
C. W. LESSEY, } Selectmen 

A. P. l\'l:ERRICX, A m herst. 

, 

LIST OF JURYMEN FOR 1877. 

---------------.. ~-------------
Adams, Asa 
Adams, Charles 
Allen, M. A. 
Allen, Geo. W. 
Atkins, Geo.-E. 
Baker, Edward J . 
Bakel', Enos 
Bassett, Wm. S. 
Belden, Horace 
Bridgman, It. E .. 
Bridgman, Harlan P. 
Brown, J. B. 
Brown, C. T. 
Clifford, Henry M. 
Cooley, Alden 
Uowle:-:, Almon E. 
Clark, Edwin J. 
Cowles, Ransom. 
Couch, O. G. 
Commins, HO,race 
Curtis, S. H. 
Cushman, Moses E. 
Converse, Daniel 
Dan8-, Horace D. 
Dana, Joseph L. 
Davis, E. A. 
Dickinson, Charles 
Dutton, Alonzo 
Dwight, NelRon 
Eastma.n, W m. 
Eaton, Darius 
Ellis, Wm. 
Gallond, J . H omer 

Gaskill, Chester 
Hayward, Charles E. 
Ha8kins, James E. 
Hobart, J. W. 
hish, P. E. 
Ingram, R. D. C. 
Ingram, Austin 
Ingram, 'Villiam 
Johnson, Wm. F. 
Johnson, Silas O. 
Kellogg, F. B. 
Kendrick, Geo. S. 
Lincoln, R. S. 
Losey, A. W. 
Marsh, M. M. 
McCloud, M. L. 
Merrick, J onatban 
Merrick, L. H. 
l\ial'sb, Baxt.er 
O'good,·Charles M. 
Owen. Wm. C. 
Rawson, J. A. 
Rolferts, Lowell 
Robinson, A. J. 
Smith, W. W. 
Smith. Samuel 
Spear, Lewis J. 
Spear, E . P. 
Smith, Wm. Burkley 
Stetson, Henry M. 
Spaulding, P. D: 
Thurston, Lorenzo E . 
Wait, Geo. A. 

Wales, Hemy J. , 
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APPHOPRIATIONS AND RECEIPTS 

FOR i876. 

F or Schools, 
Paupers, 
Highways, 
Sidewalks, 
Bridges, 
Fire Department, 
Contingent Expenses, 
Town Officers, 
Cemeteries, 
School Bonds, 
J\.Iilitary Bonds, 
Agricultural Bonds, 
Inte;rest Money, 
Police and Lamps, 
Public Library, 

••• 

$8,81287 
2,297 .04 
1,871 85 
2,091 41 

301 85 
923 18 

1,001 43 
1,023 18 

22293 
77000 
764 16 

2,57000 
11,14067 

, 760 53 

30000 

'l'OWN EXPENSES. 

----------•.. ~--------
STATE AID. (MONEY BORROWED). 

Expended for twelve different families, $63900 

BILLS OF 1875-PAID IN-1876. 

Goodell Children, Paupers, 14000 

N . Jennings, " 1300 

~rs. Dickinson, " 13 00 

J. Franklin, " 1200 , 
C. Jennings, " 1500 
P . D. Spaulding, wood, 806 

O. Sikes, warden, 7500 
C. E. Hutchinson, cemetery, 350 
S. Holland & Son, lamps, &c., 2488 

Delano & Hammo~d, legal services, 20000 

S. H. Curtiss, coal, 1075 

:K B. Eastman, _ fo'r school, 687 

W. W. Hunt, furnace, " 11270 
S. Holland & Son, sundries, " 13 55 

L. R. Chapin, Jabor, " 558 
M. L. McCloud, " " 730 

L. M. Scott, " " 385 

J. L. Galiond, " 525 

J. A . H.awsoD, I " 360 

E. Nelson, " 3810 

w. W. -Smith, constable service, 27 55 

T. W. Rloan, " 1000 
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Coltect;,r of taxes, 1875, 
D. W. Palmer, auditor, 
G. H. Prince, for school, 
Miss Dexter, water, " 
T . M. Armstrong, school, 
H. M . McCJoud, advertising, 
D . Graves & Co., school, 

Centennial Celebration, 
" Historical Address, 

14 

942 
500 
200 
344 

14 47 
11 25 
300 

26000 
10000 

SCHOOL BOND AND INTEREST. 

Paid for Bond N o. 16. and interest, 

MILITARY BOND AND INTEREST. 

79812 

36000 

$i70 00 

Pa,id for Bond No. 13 and interest, S748 00 

AGRICULTURAL BOND AND INTEREST. 

Paid for Boud No. 59 and interest, 
Appropriation, $2,520; unexpended, $1,503.50 

to meet three Bonds, 5500 each, dne May 1. 

INTEREST ON NOTES. 

Paid Balance due, 
State Treasurer interest on 18 notes, 
FrallkJ in Savings Institution, 
Amherst Savings Bank, 
A mherst National Bank, 
Mrs. Sarah Holmes. 

" S. Emerson, 
Pacific Lodge, 
H. Ingram, 
Mrs. E. H. Dickinson; 
George Baker, 
Appleton King, 
S. C. Carter, 

$ 85 48 
3,820 00 
3,500 00 
3,167 87 

121 44 
12 25 
57 35 
59 [)O 
78 95 
54 71 
7000 

128 33 
9 57 

$ 1',066 50 

---- 11,165 45 

. ' 

, 
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OLD DEBTS OR NOTES. 

Paid Wm. E. Dickinson, in full, 
Mrs. Sarah Holmes, " 
Appleton King, " 
Mrs. Sarah Emerson, in part, 
George Baker, " 

• 

$ 535 00 
200 00 

1,500 00 
100 00 
100 00 

- -- $2,435 00 

TEM~ORARY LOANS. 

Paid H. Ingram, 
S. C. Carter, 
First Natioual Bank, 

$1,000 00 
300 00 

7,000 00 

'--- $8,300 00 

STATE,. COUNTY AND BANK TAX. 

Paid State Tax, 
County Tax aud Interest, 
Bank Tax, 

$2,538 00 
3,604 36 
1,154 72 

ASSESSORS' ABATEMENTS. 

Paid S. Cummins, 
J. Stetson, 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

Paid Amherst Center Library) 
North Am.herst Free Lib'rary, 

CBMETEIUES. 

Unexpended balance of 1875, 
Appropriation of 1876, 
From sale of Lots, West Cemetery, l 
"" H North " 

$2 40 
1 60 

5200 00 . 
100 00 

$ 493 
100 00 
103 00 

15 00 

87,297 08 

$4 00 

$300 00 

$222 93 
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EXPENDED. 

.I-I. Holland, glass for h~arse, $ 58 
J. P. Gray, labor in West Cemetery, 38 -62 
O. ~L Clapp, " H " 17 00 
H arvey White, for fences and hearse, 97 75 

.--- -$153 95 
----

U llcxpcnded Balance, $ 68 98 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriatiou, 1876, 

EXPENDED. 

Paid G. CuUer & Co., 2 dozen pails, 
Cataract Engine Company, 
H. K. Baker, 301 feet leather hose, 
F"eight above and coupliugs, 
Norwich Belt Company, repairing hose, 
Lafayette Hook and Ladder Company, 
Freight of hose , 
\"1. Smith, box of charges, 
C. l~. Hutchinson, straps and oil, 
H. Holland, rope and pails, 
I-I. \Vhitc, drawiug engine, 
C. W. Lessey, chains, 
H. Holland, axes, ropes and bars, 
T. 'V. Sloan, straps, 
Dickinson &- Lee, repairing engine, 

Unexpended, 

• 

i'OWN OFFICERS. 

Unexpended balimce, 1875, 
Appropriation, 1876, 

$923 18 

S 5 00 
334 00 
303 00 

50 
22 45 

150 00 
2 97 .. 
4 -50 
9 00 

20 81 
13 50 
1" 92 
22 54 
5 40 
6 85 

$ 23 18 
1,000 00 

89t8 44 
----

$4 74 

$1,023 18 
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EXPENDED . 

C. W. Lessey, Assessor, 
J. E. l\lerrick, ,~ 

~I. vV'. Howard, " 
C. W. Lessey, Selectman, 
I-I. Ingram, " 
A . P. Merrick, ,~ 

G. B. Galloncl, Constable, 
Return of marria.ges, births and deaths, 
Town Clerk and Treasurer, services, 
S. C. Carter, Assessors' Clerk, 
T. W. Sloan, Constable, 
Postal Cards and Stamps, 

$147 21 
81 00 
98 50 J .ar..'7 ~ 

150 00 
100 00 
67 74 _.LlY,7'7 
24 50 
44 00 

100 00 
10 00 
7 50 
1 00 

83 1 45 

$191 73 

NIGHT POLICE AND STREET LAMPS. 

Unexpended Balance, 1875, 
Appropriation, 1876, 

" " 
Received from a prisoner, 'It 

F. A. +haye1', services, 

EXPENDED. 

L. A. Williams, Lock-up keeper, 
L. A. Williams, " " 10 mos., l\Iar. 1, 
Eoos Baker, extra fire Police, 
Ebcr Benjamin, " 
H. 'Vhite, " 
G. Henry, " 
E . Smith, " 
W. Stack, " 
L. Shumway~ 
J. W eod, 
T. B. Whitney, 

" 
" 
" 

$ 9 53 
400 00 
350 00 

1 00 
--- 8760 53 

$11)3 50 
100 00 
354 50 
32 00 

1 80 
1 80 
1 80 
1 80 
1 80 
1 80 
1 80 
1 80 
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C. A. Hawley~ extra Fire Police, 
S. W. Whitney, H 

S. " V. 'Yoodward, " 
S. H. Curtiss, 2 1-2 tons coal fOf Lock-up, 
H. Hoiland, oil, lamps, etc., 
E. J. Wheaton, oil, 

L. M. " 'illiams, repairs at Lock-up, 
H. Holland, oil, glass, etc., 

HIGHWAY ACCOUNT. 

D. S . Warner, work, 
. W. O. Buffum, stone, 
Henry Shaw, work, 
Geo. W. Allen, trap, 
J . M. Cntter, 
John McCarty, 2d, 
Leander M. Dickinson, 
Henry Holland, 
Geo. H. Prince, 
Noah Dickinson, 

work, 

" 
" 

tools, 
work, 

" 
" J. P. Gray, 

Chester \Villiams, 
Wilbur Davis, 
Dennis Cashman, 

teams and gravel, 
work, 

Wm. Hoar, 
A. P. Brown, 
James Kelley, 
Mathew Coleman, 
Michael Mayher, 
Patrick Tool, 
Lorenzo S. Nash, 
E. P. Whitney, 
S. W. Whitney, 
P. D. Spaulding. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" .. 
" 
" 

gravel, 

" 

It 

1 80 
3 50 
2 75 

25 95 
29 66 
12 60 

." 

1 88 
67 46 

---- $750 00 
----

$10 53 

S 3 00 
54 55 
49 12 

2 25 
4 50 

75 
1 50 
5 10 

235 87 
14 50 

115 ·50 
114 13 

7 50 
3 00 
1 05 

60 
3 00 
4 50 
1 50 
3 00 
1 17 

101 80 
6 10 
1 28 
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James Hastings, plow points, 2 61 
Piper & Barrett, tools, 

1 38 
E . C. Davis, work, 

50 
E. C. Cook, blacksmithing, 

80 J. C. Reed, work, 87 06 
H. C. Commins, " 20 25 
Will. O. Graves, " 10 50 
Fred D. Kellogg, " 1 80 
Charles R. Dickinson, " 2 50 
J. R . Cushman, gravel, 217 
Warren King, work, 4 00 
C. A. Eastman, " 53 24 
John Chandler, " 14 25 Norman Porter, . " 7 12 
Harrison Ingram, paid work and teams, 75 25 H orace Cook, " 42 00 B. H. Taylor, work, 2 25 Henry Ross, " l ' 50 
Fn\.nk Ha.wley, ,, -

60 Joseph W. Dana, " 8 42 
Bridgman & Shaw, " 5 85 
W m. S. Bass~tt, " 15 00 
H. D. Dana, " 27 75 
Lorenzo E. Thurston, " 65 91 
John W. Blodgett, " 2 55 A. W. Merrick, " 28 25 
Chester Dickinson, ." 10 95 
Frank Pom~roy, " 75 James P. Smith, " 14 00 Wm. S. Westcott, " 8 00 Wm. Kellogg, tools 1 34 
H. C. Dickinson, work, 12 00 D. R Thayer, " 30 60 Aaron Kelsey, " 2 00 R. H. Homer, " 233 Wm. F. Rogers, " 34 65 H. W. Haskins, " 2 50 



N . S. Graves, 
W ro. Harkness, 
Patl'ick Martin, 

work , 

" 
" 
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Ezra Ingram, st.'1ue, 
C. W. Lynam & Co., highway crossings 
Thomas White , work, 
Michael Canovan, " 
Owen Courtney, " 
James Sharkey, " 
"James White , " 
Elijah Ayres, " 
'V. W. Smith, " 

. Plavel Gaylord, " 
l\1ichacl1tlcGrath, " 
Curtis Smith, " 
E. n. Lovett, " 
Luke Sweetser, planks, 
Chauncey Phelps, work, 
E. B. Eastman, " 
James Pierce, " 
J onathan Cowles , " 
Dwight Johnson , " 
Daniel Dowd, " 
Patrick Linnehan, " 
J. 'V. Hobart, plow points, 
C. 'V. Lessey, work, 
H . J. Wa.les , " 
A . S. Dickinson, H 

·W . A . Dickinson, " 
Henry Feeney, . " 
Jerry Scannell, " 
nfichael Brett, " 
Orren Sikes, " 
Ransom Cowles, " 
R. O. Johnson, " .. 
A mal'iah Dickinson, " 

I' 

12 30 
1 50 

26 10 
8 00 

181 27 
9 45 
3 75 

10 65 
3 00 
7 50 
4 00 

13 00 
33 29 
1 50 
1 50 

28 94 
39 74 

2 50 
7 50 
6 00 

10 00 
2 25 
3 00 
1 50 
1 00 

11 75 
11 50 
4 87 

17 00 
3 00 
3 00 
9 00 

54 56 
3 50 
3 00 
4 50 

$1,873 25 
.( 
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BRIDGE ACCOUNT. 
Unexpended, $1 85, Appropriation, $300, $301 85 

EXPENDED. 
Silas Hawks, labor, S 30 
W. J\Iirick, stone, 13 00 
·G. A. Waite, labor, 2 50 
G. H. Prince, plank, 6 54 
J. Latham, labor, 5 00 
\V. Wescott, 'plank, 

7 65 
J. Cowles, plank, 39 20 
I-I. Ingram, labor and lumb.er, 35 40 
R. ~. Howard, plank, 18 80 
J. Beston, Jr. , labor and lumber, '13 65 
L. C. Thurston, plank, 19 69 
M. Afaloney, work, 1 80 
C. Dickinson, Jr. , work, 10 05 
L. H. Merrick, plank, 17 53 
T. Thurston, labor, 7 00 
J. Haskins, Jabor, I 2 50 
C. W. Lessey, lumber, 19 80 
E. P . WI\itney, labor, 20 55 
H. Cooke, labor, 

19 40 
O. Sykes, labor and pI,auk, 17 b5 
J. A . Pierce, labor, 3 38 
Jonathan Pierce, labor, 2 30 
S. W. Wbitney, gravel, 5 20 
C. AI. Stratton, work, 5 00 
B. F. Tufts, work, 

6 30 
A. & N. Dwight, work, 2 98 

---- $303 07 
SIDEWALKS. 

Appropriation, $500 00 
Received from a donor, 500 00 
Received from abuttors, 899 11 
Due from abuttors, 191 92 

2,091 03 

• 
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EXPENDED. 

PaidC. W. Lynam &Co., 
J. S. & C. Adams, lumber, 
Heury Shaw, labor, 
P . Martin, labor, 
,\V. Hastings, labor, 

Expended over income 

$1,996· 40 
39 74 
29 77 
6 37 

20 00 

CONTINGENT ACCOUNT. 

U nexpeuded balance, 
Appropriation, 

EXPEh"DED. 

W. E. Stebbills, horse hire, 
H. l1. McCloud, printing, advertising, &c., 
D. W. Palm~r, hall rent, 
Rent of Assessors' and Selectmen's 
C. W. Bryan & Co., tax books, 
Telegraph Company, 
J. Graves, glass for lock-up, 
H. 'Vhite, labor on lOCK-Up, 
W. W. Hunt, ti'e, 
C)larles Smith, Elector, 
)1. N. Spear, stationery, 
E. A. Davis, surveying, 

rooms, 

$ 2 00 
221 70 
179 00 

75 00 
10 00 
5 19 

75 
2 50 

46 24 
20 00 
6 35 

50 00 
Selectman and Overseer's expenses to Leominster, 

Brookline, Tewksbury, Bridg~water and Boston, 31 31 
Insurance on Engine I'louse, 35 62 
Marsh & Young, lock, 
S. P. Puffer, water tank, 
J. Jameson, legal services, 
C. R . Dickinson, watering trough, 
W. W. Smith, Constable services, 
Northampton Bridge, 3-25 r€';pairs, 

• 

75 
10 00 
23 UO 
2 00 

10 90 
82 68 

I 

$2,092 28 
$1 :25 

$ 1 43 
1,000 00 

$1,001 43. 

\ 

L. J. Spear, blacksmithing, 
Jury, Fire Inquest , 
C. ltV. Dana., returD of dea.ths, 
E. Heald, " ~, 

A. Church, " " 
Marsh & Young, 
Dwight Thcl.yer, 
S . E. Harrington, 
W. 'V. Hunt, road 

" 
labor, 

" 
tile, 

Postage, expresses, &c., 

Overdrawn, 

" 
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PAUPER ACCOUNT. 

18 95 
41 64 

75 
1 50 
2 00 
7 00 

23 47 
. 1 20 
65 00 
26 97 

---- $1,003 47 

$2 04 

INMA.TES OF ALMS HOUSE DURING THE PAST YEAR. 

Norman Smith, 
Nancy Dickinson, 
Harriet Williams, 
Sophia Randolph, 
Bridget Deignan, 
Louisa Holden, 
Louisa Morse, (deceased), 
Wido1tv Joseph Kellogg, 
Richard Mathews, (deceased), 
(Imposter) Shay, 
Daniel Spellman, 

TOWN FARM. 

PRODUCE SOl.D. 

1876. During Febru~ry, $ 69 65 

" March, 251 81 

" April, 96 19 

" May, 54 09 

" June, 66 10 

" July, 88 71 

" August, 48 44 

aged 63 

" 86 

" 61 
>< 51 

" 65 

" 31 

" 54 

" 66 

" 63 
~, 65 

" 

PURCHASED. 

29 66 
313 04 

60 80 
88 19 
26 17 

127 99 
76 20 

71 
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PRODUCE SOLD . PURCHASED: 

1876. During September, 

" October, 

" November, 

" December, 
1877, " January, 

$(i8 80 
.89 23 
28 67 
30 28 
37 89 

$52 22 
53 47 
32 78 
29 99 
87 85 

$919 86 
- -- $97836 

919 86 

Hired Farm labor, 

Expended over income, 

DR. 
~ APPRAISAL OF PROPERTY J:o' im . 3, 1877. 

Stock on farm, $750 00, 
Hay, corD, oats and rye, 476 00 
Wood, lumber and coal, 136 00 
Provisions in cellar, 205 85 
Household furniture, 400 00 
Farm tools aod implements, 315 00 

Farm produce sold, 
Amount less on appraisal, 
Appropriations and receipts, 

Appraisal of property, 1876, 
Provisions aod things bought, 
Hired help on farm, 
Warden's Eervie('s, in part, 
South Pal ish Church, 
For outside poor, 
Overseers' services, 

----
$919 86 
120 80 

. 2,297 04' 
----

$2,403 65 
978 36 

93 24 
200 52 
50 00 

1,319 79 
182 26 

----

58 50 
$93 24 

$151 74 

$2,282 85 

3,337 70 
----

$5,620 55 . 

$5,227 82 

• 
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Total amount of cash on ban.u to pay out-
standing orders due Aprillst, 

Balance Warden's services, 
D Jctor for towu poor, 
T o insane hospital for Frazie, 
Mrs. Newell Jennings, 
1111'S. Mary Dickinson, 
'F or support of Goodell children, 
Johnson Franklin, 

Overrun, 

8174 48 
25 I 0 
50 00 
13 00 
13 00 

140 00 
12 00 

$427 48 
.392 7R 

$34 75 

~392 73 

, 
The above cODtains no acc,)ulltof fa.rm produce used at the farm for 

the family or inmates. 

• 

"-

I 



ARSI£SSORS' REPORT. 

, 
----- .. '_.----,-

The total amount of non-ta~able property ill Town is, 

The taxable property in 1875 was, 

" " " in 1 876~ was, 

A decrease of . 

$899,500 

$2,637,450 
2,542,653 

$94,797 

Callsed in part by the illtentivu of the Assessors to lower the Valua~ 
tion , and more by a general shrinkage of values. We Itave consid­
ered 0111 Va,lua tion too high for the past few years, Rud that being 
the cllse, in our annuH-l settlement with the State, it has brought about 
an inequality and an injustice to the tax-payers (If this Town, in 
comparison with those of others. To regulate and corr6ct this evil, 
no other pIau cap be adopted but to lower somewhat the Valuation. 
Aud as we stated to you in our last' Report that our State tax would 
be less, we can DOW make .the 'following statement : 

Our State Tax 'for 1875, was 
Our State Tax for 1876, was 

A decrease of • 

$4,440 
2,538 

$1,902 

It will be plainly seen that it is a great sum, and it is a wonderful 
advantage to the T own to attend to its business at the proper time , 
and correct all errors and oversights before the proper State officers . 
The State T !tx Commissioner last year gave us a chance to be heard 
as to our Valuation, and to what effect may be seeu by the above 

; 
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I 
figul'es. A reduction of very nearly 45 per cent. in our State Tax; 
and that is fo r the next ten years a saving to the Town of nearly 
$2,000 each year , or at the above rate per cent. and time, $20,000 . 
At the last annual Town meeting we were directed to assess on the 
property in the Town, the following sums : 

FOR 1876. 

The rate of taxat,ion, S'16 on each $1,000. 

F or Schools, 
PompeI's, 

Higtl\vays and Sidewalks, 
Bridges, 
Ii'ire Department, 
Contingent Expenses, 
N ight Police aud lamps, 
Interest money, 
School Bonds, 
IVlili tal'Y Bon-ds, 
Agricultural Bonds, 
T own Debt, 
Public Libraries, 
Outstauding orders, 
Cemeteries, 
County Tax, 
StatE' Tax, 

Als:o 10 per cen t., 

T otal Valuation , 

Rate of assessment, 1.6. 

Amount as::essed on property, 

" H on polls, 

" on corporation, 

, 

58,000 00 
1,500 00 
2,000 00 

200 00 
600 00 

1,000 00 
400 00 

11 ,100 00 
TiO 00 
750 00 

2,520 00 
2,000 00 

300 00 
600 00 
100 60 

3,595 97 
2,538 00 
4,027 39 

$43 ,001 '36 

$~1542,653 00 

40,682 44 

1,872 oq 
600 00 
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Amount assessed OD Bank shar('~, 

Deduct C:verlayings t 

The State Tax from this Town, 
The County Tax. from thi.'i Town. 
Town Tax, 
Ten per cent. added, 
Overlayings, 

Committed to Col1ect~r, 

NU'l'n bcr of dogs licensed, 
Number of dogs k illed, 

1872 1873 1874 
14.8 158 , 157 

5 4 8 

1,100 00 
-----
$44,254 44 

1,253 08 
-----
$43,001 36 

$2,538 00 
3,595 97 

32,840 on 
4,027 39 
1,253 08 

84,,254 .J4 

1875 1876 
130 1:34 

6 9 
Paid dog tUlid to County TI"~<\smer, 
Rl.'cei\'cd bnc·k from County Treasurer, 
Number of Scheol children, 

$278 8302 8300 S237 S247 

N tlmucr of Militia, 
Number of Polls, 
Numucl' of dwell ing lio:.Iscs, 
Number of hOI'ses, 

Number of cows, 
Ntlmber of sheep, 

Number of acres of land, 

6210 8149 $199 $141 8137 
681 711 691 675 641 
456 443 369 436 449 
953 . 981 937 926 936 
720 740 746 7,)3 749 
601 619 ,;98 588 573 
832 . 911 905 900 913 
605 664 653 569 668 

15,795 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. W. LiSSEY, } 
J. E. MERRICK, . A.sse"ors. 
M. W. HOWARD ") , 

, 

I 

• 

~ 
I 
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ENGINEERS' REPOHT. 

-------.----

To THE SKLECl'llt:N 01-' THE TOWN OF Al1HEHST. 

GEiSTLEMEN: 

The Town, at its annual meetiug i ll March last, appropriated ' for 
the UEe of this department the sum of 5600. There was subsequent­
ly added, by vot~ of the Town, the sum of' $350. T otal appropri»­
ti.OIlS, $950. 

The fol1owing have been the expenses for the currell t year: 
Cash overdrawn in 1875-6, S 26 82 
Paid members Cataract Engine Co., 

" Lafayette Hook and Ladder Co., 
George Cutler & Co., ' 2 dozen pails, 
H. J. Bakel', 301 feet hose, 

,Norwich Belt Co., repairs, 
Freight N. L. R. R. Co. , 
For charges for FIre Extinguisher, 
C . E. Hutchinson, straps aod oil, 
H. H olland, for ropes and paiIs, 
H. White, 'drawing engine, 
C. vr. Lessey, chai~, 
H. Holland, axes j bars, saws, etc., 
Dickio,son & Lee, repairs on engine, 
T. W. Sloan, straps, 

B alance iu Treasury, 

334 00 
150 00 

5 00 
303 50 

22 45 
2 97 
4 50 
9 00 

20 81 
13 50 
17 92 
22 54 
6 85 
5 40 
4 74 

$950 00 
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The Selectmen appointed at the beginning of the year as a Board 
of Engineers : 

E. A. THOMAS, 
J. L. SK[NNER, 
WATSON W. COWLES, 
T. M. ARMSTRONG, 
MERRITT CROSSETT, 
LIEUT. C. A. L. TOTTEN, 

HENRY HOLLAND, 
JOHN A. PIERCE, 
MOSES E. CU~HMAN, 
HENRY E . JOHNSON, 
EDW ARD HITCHCOCK, 
W. E. STEBBINS. 

, 

The year 1876, in the history of Amherst, will he remembered 
for a long time as oue of more than ord inary disasters as regards 
losses by fires . Hardly had th~ Board of Engineers in 1875 con­
g ratu lated themselves and t.he public upon the good fortuue of the 
Towo, for the preceding year, so far as exemption from fi re was 
concerned, wheu we were startled with snccessive alarms, beginning 
with the mouth of February and dllly ending in November last . 
Believing the firat of t hese fires to be i ocendiary~ the Board used 
every pl'f'caution possible to check their further appearance by calling 
t he citizens together for consultation, at Palmer'::; Hall , which twice 
the torch of the incendiary had tried to hty in ashe~, and also by a 
Fire I nquest. endeavor ing to ferret'ollt the cause of the fires which 
pad al ready occurred . The whole number of fires iu 1876 was ten. 
Value of property destroyed, S4l,472. Total insurance upon the 
same, $29,44 7. The Stat~usurance Commissioner forwarded blanks 
to be filed in hb dcpartme t, after being properly made up by your 
Boal'J, askiug not only for he amount of losses and insurance upon 
t be same, but inq lliring in to the causes of the several fi res. Of the 
ten fires , six were reported as incendiary, two accidental or from 
cause.::) unknown, one caused by lightning and ODe by a defective fiue. 
The two last are really the only fires to which a correct answer can 
be given as to the origin. Amherst, however, is not alone pecul iar 
in this respect, for an investigation iu to the losses in adjoining towns 
reveals the same fearflll and dangerous state of affairs . Statistics 
show that'yearly, in this country, ncarly $70,000,000 in value of 
properly is cOllsumed in th is fearful wasle. Whether enemies, 
tramps, over insurance , troublesome debts, spontane,:lUs combustion, 
or extreme carelessness, be the cause of the large majority of these 

" • 

, 

• 

/ 
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fires, a thorough io,vestigatiou by the proper authorities seems the 
best remedy and we believe in the end will work out the best results. 
W e need not state to the Board that for several months, on account 
of the scarcity of water, we have had no adequate means of success­
fully contending with fires, liable at any moment to bl·cak out and 
destroy the most valuable portions of our town. Axes, saws, iron 
bars, chains, hooks, ropes aud buckets hM·e been supplied in abun­
dance, and now we need a light 'carriage on which these articles may 
be placed ready for th.1.nsportation in case of fire. The Board be­
lieve it the poorest sort of economy to neglec t longer to provide much 
larger reservoirs than we now have in those portions of the town 
where valuable property i3 in danger. The a.nnual revenue to the 
Town from the tax~s of the property burned last year, property 
which has not yet been rebuilt, probably will not ue for severa.l years, 
and perhaps never will be, is a sum sufficient to build each year a 
reservoir threc times as large as any within OU1' town limits . ., 'Ve 
recommend the building, in the most exposed places, large reserYoirs, 
and the purchase of a Steam Engine. The latter will be of no use 
withou t the former, and the reservoirs should at least be r)f three 
times the capa,city of those we now have, to give reasouable security 
t o the propel'ty owners of Amherst. 

• E. A. THolIAs, 
Chief Eogineer . 



PUBLIC LIBl:{AIHES. 

--------_.0..-" ______ __ 

The Board of j\fanagers of the Amherst Public Library submit 
rheIr third aunllal report. 

The financial embarrassment affecting all classes of ~he community 
reveal themselves in the history of the library for the year now clos­
ing. The iocome del'ived from gifts, the 1\fay Breakfast, etc., has 
been le·ss than before, and the l\{anagers have been able to purchase 
bllt few books. 

There hal-e been added by purchase 28 volumes, and by gift 83 , 
uearly all of the lattel" coming from the library of the late PI'of. War­
ner. During the year 170 cards have been issued to new borrowers, 
makitlg a t ~tal of 1165 to whom cards have been issued siuce the 
library was opened. There have been deliverdd to these borrowers 
12,867 books within the year. 

It is gratifying that there has been an increase in the number of 
borrowers and of books taken out, notwithstanding the fact that few 
new books have been added to attract readers. The .Managers have 
been mindful of the double office of a popular libl'ary, to furnish 
safe, wholesom~ and instructive reading for all classes of readers, 
and, so fal' as possible, to lead readers up from a poorer to a higher 

'quality of books, A lal'genumher of the best books of travcl, biog­
l'aphy anrl history arc in the lihrary, and in the ncw cntalogne, now 
i n course of preparation, everything will be added to attrnct atten­
tion to the more substantial books that can be inserted without swelling 
the catalogue to a size beyond the means at the disposal of the Ale.n­
agers, The library :;hou1d become_an efficient Rdjunct to Our schools. 
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, "d· ·t· compositions a nd for books Scho:ar;; come to it lor at III WTl tD~ 

c')nneCled with thcir stud ies, and the Managers would be glad to 

supply all these calls for help, . 
Once more they suggest that ill proportion to the fosterIng c~re 

gi\'en to the town;,., free lihrary, will its ;'nfluence and powe,r be ln~ 
creased . They Lhercfi)re earnestly commend it to all the fl'l~ncls ~ 
that progress and improvement which rC3ult$ from gCI~el"al tn~el.~'­
gence confident that by n. wise liberality we shall secure m.onr hlHa­

ry aD 'edncational agent with a constantly accumnlating power to 
promote good momls, intelligence !\Ild refiuement . 1 

h '11 '" Report As th~ !\nnlla The Treasurer presents t e 10 OIVI00 • . • 

ld " F b <try instead of Apnl as meetin fT of the association was be Hl e ru 
e f' ul nine aod other expen-heretofore, the Report includes rent or 0 y , 

ses for ten months, 

J. A, RAwsox, IX ACCOUNT WITH AMHERSt' LIBRA.RY. 

DR. 

By cash received from last year's accouut, 
" "May Brea.k fast, 

" " Town, 

" " Dues, Cutalogues, &c . . 

" 
" 

" 
" 

Annual Fees and Subscription~, 
Other sources, 

CR" 
By cash paid for Care of Rooms l 

" " Librarian , 
" Bo~ks , Magazines, and repair-

ing of Book,:>, 

" " Rent of Rooms, 

" " Fuel, oil ana incidental::; , 

Balance in the Treasury, 

S 65 55 
62 50 

74 72 
112 50 

38 72 

S 33 50 
155 35 
200 00 
34 84 
20 50 
28 78 

$472 97 

. 353 99 

$lt898 

J. A. RAWSON, TREASURER. 

• 
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OFFICERS. 

E. A. THOMAS, 

O. G. COUCH, 
Presideut. LEVI STOCKBRIDGE, Vice Pres., 

- Clerk, J . A. RAWSOX, Treasurer, 
MISS KATE \V ARD, Librarian. 

BOARD OF ~IAN AGERS. 

E. A. THOMAS, 

I-I. F. ALLE~, 
GEO. COTLER, 

D. B. N . . FISH , 1\1. D., 
O. G. COUClI , 

PIWF. E . P. CROWELL, 

H. J. CATE, M. D., 
P. E. IRISH, 
J. A . RAWSOl'l' , 

L. H. ALLEN, 

G. M. LOVELL. 

---- _ .•.. _.-----
?lORTH AMHERST LIBRARY ·REPORT. 

The Manager., and Treasurer of the Libra.ry at North Amherst, 
herewith present n hastily prepared and brief report, showing, as they 
think, that the library in thi3 field is di/iog a good work, and the 
subf;talltiai aid received from the Town, applied where it is doing 
good, and th~t continually. 

During the year, 106 books have been added by purchase, and 10 
'received by the kindness of individuals, making till! \\lhole number 
now in the libral'y, 595. 

The average number of perSOllS who have drawn books from the 
library during the year ]876, is about 180, to wh om there were 
i.ssued 2820 books, au average to each person of about 15 books. ,; 

The. library being kept at the Post Office, it is open at all hours 
every day and e\'ening, free to all residents of the Town. 

F. P. AINSWORTH, IN ACCOUNT WIT.EI, NORTH A~mERST LI8RARY. 

DR. 

To cash '{"eceived from Town, 1875, 

'" "'town, 187~, 

• 

$100 00 
101. 00 

'1' 
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To cash received from non-residents' fees, 

CR. 

By cash paid for Commissioner of Corporations 

" 
<. 

" 
for Certificate of Organization, 

Sundry e::cpenses on same, 
" Books in New York, 
.< Freight on books, 

Printing labels, 
Librarian two years, . 

~alance ,in Treasury, 

2 00 

S 5 00 
75 

122 16 
50 

i 75 
50 00 
21 84 

$202 00 

$202 lJo 

F. P. AINSWORTH, Treasurer. 



'rHEA8UHER'd REPORT. 

••• 

RECEIPTS. 

B:"l.~:!. ;,!cc 0:1 h:1 !l~1, ~hreh, 1876, 

R..,.cei\"ed of bills payable, 

" Academy fund, .. State Corporation t.ax, 

" " National Ba.nk tax, 

" State aid, 1875, 

" .state School fund, 

" Liquor Licenses, ' 

" Auction Licenses, 

" Lockup, .. 'Vest Cemetery. lots sold, 

" North Cemetery, " 
" Dog ~~und, 

" School Committee, tUl tlOU , 

" Donation for Concrete Walks, 

" Abuttors " 
" Collector of Taxes, 1875, 

" Collector of Taxes, 1876, 
Iuterest on Taxes, 

" Overseers of the POJr, 

$ 403 64 

8,30000 

30000 
53620 

1.12054 
61200 
253 65 
513 75 

600 
1 00 

103 00 
1500 

13697 
122 25 
50000 
899 11 

1,379 77 
36,85398 

7321 
10495 , 

$112,235 02 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

By Paid Outstanding orders, 
" School Bonds and interest, 

" Military Bond and interest, 

" Agricultural Bond and interest, 

" Stutc~ Couoty and Bank tax, 

" Iuterest, 

" Old debts, 

" Temporary Loans, 

" Assessors' Abatements, 

" Pauper Ordcl's, 

" Public Libraries, 

" Highways, 

" Sidewalks, 

" Bridges, 

" Fire Department, 

" Contingent expenses, 

" Centennial Celebration, 

" Town Officers, 

" Cemeteries, 

" N ight Police and Lamps, 

" School Committee, 

" Schools, 

" State Aid, 
Balance carried forward, 

$ 798 12 
770 00 
748 00 

1,066 50 
7.297 08 

11,079 97 
2,435 00 . 
8,300 00 

4 00 
1,904 31 

300 00 
1,873 25 
2,092 28 

303 07 
9'18 44 

1,003 47 
360 00 
831 45 
153 95 
.50 00 
450 00 

8,067 21 
639 OU 
89 92 

$52,235 02 

TOWN LIABILITIES, MARCH 1ST, 1877. 

Notes nnd Bonds, $178,200 00 
Outstanding Order:::, 263 00 

ASSETS. 

Due on Taxes, 
" State Aid , 

$1,700 00 
643 50 

178,463 00 
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Balance in Treasury, 

Town Debt, March 1, 1877 , 
Debt reduced in 1876, 
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89 92 
---- 2,433 42 

$176,029 58 
84,757 00 

COLLECTOR'S REPORT. 

To amount of Tax cOlUmitted in 1876, 
By paid Treasurer Sept. 1st, 

" 10 per cent discount, 
" 1 per cent paid Collector, 
" Treasurer, Jan . 1st, U(7i, 
~, 5 per CE:'ut discount, 

" 1 per cent Collector, 
" Treas. Cor·poration and Bank tllX, 
" Assessors' abatements, 
" Treasurer, Feb. 15, 18~7, 
" 1 per cent CoIlector, 

" U Dcollected balance, 

844,254 44 
,$3J,J2952 

3,493 77 
314 44 

4,723 47 
251 11 
47 7l 

1,656 74 
176 25 

1,000 99 
10 11 

1,450 33 44,254 44 

S. C. CARTER, TREASURER.AND COLLECTOR . 

• 

RECAPI'l'ULA '1.'1 0 N. 

. , :pproPfiation I R~~~r;~r:t~~ I Expended. 
1876 er receipt:J I 

U ne xpended 
ba.lance for 

]877 ---
For Schools, $8,000 00 $812 87 $8,630 27 $182 GO 

Paupers, 1,500 00 797 04 ' 1,90431 3U~ 73 
Hjghway~, 1,750 00 121 8.5 1,873 25 
Sidewalk~, 500 00 1,399 11 2,092 28 
Bridges, 300 -00 1 85 303 07 
Fire Department, 950 00 945 26 4 74 
Contingent ex penses, 1,000 00 1 43 J .003 47 
Town oflicer::;, 1,000 00 23 18 83 1 45 191 73 
Night police, 750 00 10 53 750 00 10 53 
Interest, 11 ,100 00 73 21 11,1654·5 , 7 76 
School bonds, 770 00 770 00 
:Mil itary bouds, 750 00 J4 16 748 00 16 16 
Agricultura1 bouds, '2,520 00 50 00 J ,066 50 1,503 50 
Libraries. 300 00 300 00 
Ceotenuiai ceiebratioll 360 00 
County tax, 3,604 36 3,604 36 
State Lax, 2.538 Oil 2,538 00 
Di .::connt, 3.897 39 3,744 88 
Cemeteries, 100 00 122 93 153 95 68 9 8 
Loans, 2,000 00 2.435 00 
Out~tlOlding orders, 600 00 798 12 
Cas~ March, 1876, ,103 64· . __ . 

843,929 75 $3.83J 80 846,067 62 

HighwllYs exceed receipts. 
."'idewalks -, 
Bridges , .. 
Contingent H 

Loans, H 

$1 40 
87 

1 22 
2 04 

435 00 

C. \'1'. LESSEY, } 
H. I NGRAM. 
A. PAIERRICK, 

J 

AUDITOR'S REPORT. 

Selectmen 
of 

Amh~rst. 

This is to certify that I have examined the acconnts and youchers 
of tbe :Selectmen: Treasurer and Collector, and fiu(l them to be 
correct, and a balance of 889.92 in the Treasury. 

Amherst, Feb . 16,1877. D . W. PALMER, AUDITOR. 



PAYMENTS OF TOWN DI£BT. 
- . . .-

School Military Agricultural Railroad To meet out· 
To be raised standin~ YE~lt. Bouds. Bonds. Bonds. Notes. Note an ell.ch year. 

St!l.te Note . 
188S. 

1877 500 500 2,000 2.000 f),000 
1878 500 .500 2,000 2,000 5,000 
1879 500 500 2,500 2.000 5,!)00 
1880 500 500 2,000 2,000 5,000 
1881 500 500 2,000 :l,000 5,000 
1882 500 500 2,000 2,000 5,000 
1883 500 500 2,000 2,000 5,000 
1884 500 500 3,000 '5.000 *9,000 
1885 500 4,000 1;,000 *9,500 
1886 ---- 4,000 5.000 *9,000 
1887 2,000 5,00,) 7,000 
1888 2,000 5,000 7,000 
1889 2,000 5.000 7,000 
1S90 2,000 5.000 7,OOv 
1891 Bt-Iow to pay 2,000 5,000 7,000 
1892 

e:ro 000 Stute 
Note. 2,000 ,0.000 7,000 

1893 2,000 5.000 Floating' 7,000 
1894 2,000 3.000 

Deb~. 
5,000 

1895 2,000 . 3,000 2,000 7,000 
1896 2,000 3,000 2,000 7,OO~ 
1897 2,000 3.000 2,000 7.000 
1898 2,000 3,000 2.000 7,000 
1899 2.000 ~.OOO 2,000 7,000 
1900 2,000 3,000 5,000 
1901 2,000 3,000 5,000 
1902 2,000 3000 5 000 
1903 2.000 3,000 5000 
1904 2,001) 2.1)00 

,. Academy Fund lUcluded. 

It is anticipated that the 830,000 Railroad Note 10 Amherst Sa­
vings Bank, due in 1883, will be renewed to 189-:1:, 

SOHOOl, REPORT. 

-----...• ----

\ 

To THE CITIZENS OF AMHERST: 
c 

Your Committee began their work under difficulties. ;\Ve were 
entirely unacquainted with the schools. Then we were confronted 
at the outset with Retrenchment, and have had retrenchment on the 
brain all the year. 

There was a needs be. The times compelled you , and you com­
pellerl us. In common with the multitude we had come to a habit of 
fas t living. Money was plenty, prices were inflated , credit was 
coul'ted and won, until many bubbles of financial prosperity have 
necessarily burst. It is a. pleasure to believe that scrip has had its 
day, and we are to oe able very soon to lay the foundation of our 
business opera.tions upon the solid basis of gold. 

The first work to be done was to survey the school premises and 
a-:certain their needs; Ulen, to calculate the probable amount of mon­

t ey to be placed at our disposal, the reduction of pay for teaching, 
and .the length which, upon these c:11cnlations, might be given to the 
di!fereut grades of schools. With commendn,ble readiness teache'rs 
of the previous season, in the re-engagement. submitted t.o a reduction 
offrom one to two dollars per week. TllU~ it was hoped that the Pri­
maries might, be kept 28, and the Intermediates 30 weeks, same as 
previous year, and the Grammar schools 32 weeks, one less than 
the last year. It is gratifying to be able to report that each of these 
schools has kept a week longer than the estimate, and ' that the High 
School r~aches the length required by law,same as in previous yea,rs. 

The law requires the Committee to "make ~~ c1etaileil report of the 
condition of the several public schools," ~ontaining "snch sugges-

, 
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tioos iu relation to the schools as they deem ncce:;sary Ot- proper to 
promote the interests thereof." 

All the statistics decmed necessary may be fOllud at the eud of this 
report. It does not appe,u needftll to dwell much on details . In 
general it may ,be said that the teachers have been earnest and fairly 
successful workers'. Those -in the four North schools have well 
e,trllcd (~ gOJd 1'ocord, as ~hcir several school rooms have uniformly 
hom o witnc"ls . The schools in East and 1:;outh Amhel'st IHL\re had 
m ore changes as to teache rs, but not to tile sei'iou~ detriment of '-~llY. 
A good show of work by .Misses \Vatson und Dickinson ill East 
,street was made in the Summer, and/by Misses Pierce and HtL.:: t iuc;s 
in the terms follow ing. The close of the year shows a.n improved 
conuition in those schools oVer the opelliag, as to htlbits of study 
and respect for order. 

T hE'! Mill Valley, Sout;) Green, South East, and South ,"Vest dis­
tricts, though qu ite small, ha.ve yet been favored with teuchers well 
able to supply their wants, as the order and progress of tbe children 
have proved: Th~ South .Grammar, un~er Miss Merrick in Stun) 
mer , and 1I11S5 Br1(lgman III Fall and lVmter, has shown the results 
of excellent training. At the close .of the Summer term, Miss Hub­
ba.rd, who had taught the First Intermediate quite acceptably, 
retired, and l\fiss H odgkins succeeded her, l\fiss Jennie Cowles tak­
ing her place in the Second I ntermediate. Miss Cutter retired from 
the First Primary, and Miss Robison took her phtce . Miss Strick­
hnd came to that which Miss R )bisotl left in . the Second Primary. 
All, of I.hese teachers have been diligent workers, tiS their work has 
shown. Tardiness and inconstancy, howe"or, in some of these 
schools have been a serious drawback. The Second Grammar school, 
t<'tught ·in S ummer by l\fiss E. S. Field as principal, with ~:I i ss 

Fannie Cowles as assistant, was found i tt a condition which required 
wisdom, skill , experience, and patient perseverance. In their exer- . 
clse the school was reduced to a good degree of order, a.nd showed 
very decided impro,·ement in all respects at the d ose of the term. 
Miss Field waS transferred to the First Grammar school in the Au­
tumn, to t-Ike the pla.ce of Miss Jackson, whom all were sorry to lose. 
Miss Fallnie Cowles took sole charge of the Second Grammar school 
in Autl~mn, and by earnest devotion to 11er- work nlet all reasonable 

, 
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expectations. It appeared unwise ~ howe,'er, to cont inue the instruc­
tion of 50 large a number, (about sixty ) a.t th is stage of their educa­
tion, under one teacher. In the Winter term Miss :Mal'y ~1. Lyman 
was employed as assistant half of the time. These teachers have 
worked well together, and exh ibited gritti(yiug results ; which would 
ht~ve been still more satisfactory if hiudrance::; from a few irregular~ . 
unstlld ious pupi ls had· not worked aga inst them. Faithful service 
has been rendered in the First G rammar school. T he vacancy made 
Ly- Miss Jackson hus beeu very acceptably supplied. Hard study 
and exemplary deportment have characterized a gootl number of its 
members, through the ye~tI· j yet it ougl1t to be Raid thnt this school 
has suffel"<.:d from a f.;w irreguiiu', unambitious scholar.:;. 

Mr. Sanderson closed his labors iu the Hig-h ochool at the eud of 
the Summer term. His character a 5 a teeLcher was well esti~blished; 
hence he waS gi\'en up w;ith deep regret. -A louder call Trom abroad 
than our resouree3 warranted us to give, deprived us of his contin­
ued service. 

MI'. G. L. Smith, wl;W, as assistant, had become acquainted with 
the sehoul, was called to fill the vacancy. He has proved himself to 

f 
Le well qualifi~d, .in all respects, for the positiou, <lnd commamls the 
entire confidence of hi.:; Ilnpils and patrt)lls. }\Iuch to the regret of 
aU : the continued ill health of Miss Eastman prevented her resuming 
work as fiJ'st ass i .. ~tau t, and l\1:iss TO\vcr, who had fOl"!ned y held the 
place, occupieJ it two terms. Gladly would her efJicient ~erviees 

have beeu \'etRined longer, but other duties liad a stronger claim. ' 
:Miss Jenuie Dickinson, also a. former assistant, is her successor . 
Miss Harris, a3 second assistant, has been retained through the year. 

On the whole, the year has been a successful one. There has 
been no prevailing sickness i though some ailments. and bad travel­
ing this \'liuter. have intel-fered considerably with the attendance of 
·young children . \,Ve h',LYe to reco rd the removal by death of one 
member of'the South GFamlll~u·,-John Scannel ,- aud vue from the 
North Primary,- Charies F. rngram. 

~rhe teachers, with hardly an exception, have won onr high ap­
preciation; alld the work of the year , which begau with a debt of 
about sixty dollars, closes with $182 .60 , unexpended. 
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This is as s.lrprlSlDg to us as i.t is grat.ifYing, aod especially, as 
thiL"teeu of the selloots have been extended, each one week Leyono. 
those of' last yea.r, while the funds at OUf dispv.sal hlwe been :css by 
more than one thousand dollars. 

Although the appended tables furnish a general summary .of the 
schools, yet of the work done they furnish no adequate expression. 

The solicitudes, cares, trials of patience, wearing work , of th~ 
school-room, and the contin,uolls study requisite in preparation for it, 
canuot be set forth in statistienl tables, no~ adequately expressed to 
those who have llot learned somewhat from experiellce. Acquaintance 
with the schools has served to enhance OUf high estimation of tile 
g !Oaded sy.stem. It requires , indeed, much watchful care and labor of 
teachers an 1 committee, especially in connection with the yearly 
examinatiolls for promotion. Here, in the actual work of examin­
ing candidates, appears the climax of iuterest which has been <\. 

sthnh1.1 to aH st:1:1i0:15, nspir i:l6 mbds , throu~h the year, Each 
higher grade attract~ that jus, below it. In the HIgh School is thc 
crowning and wide pervading attraction. To reach th is, or take a 
degree from it, is tr~ goal of many a young asp irant's ambition . It 
is a worthy object. This ' school is a growing and most sallltHy 
power, dmwing upwa.rd all below it, and exer ting au elevating in-
fluence on every family iu towo . . 

It is gratifying to know that Hlll"arly two hundred of the cities an(l 
towus of' our ::;tate now maintain High Schools . These mUllidpal­
ities eml.n'<tce mOI'e than seven-eighths of the entil'e pupulation, and 
more than one-fifth of these towns support sneh schools of their own 
free will, without any J'equirement of the statute. Not only can 
{'-ll excclleut English education be obtained in them, but ma.ny of 
them gi\'e a thorough preparation for college, and are, iu fact, higll­
er iustitutions than some of the so-called colleges, io some parts of 
the country." Amherst Hi ,OSh School may fairly be classed amongst 
them. Tlu.m it is a llormul as well as u clas~ical institution. Of 
the twenty lady teachers in our s(>rvice the last term, sixteen were 
graduates, or have been members, of this school and ?ave their 
homes with us. Beiug familiar with the workiug of our system, 
and having pa.ssed through the drill of this filli.:;;hing part of the 

course they labor with special advantage. 
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The duty of deciding on candidates for pr()motion is sometimes 
delicate and difficult . Your Committee have aimed to be consci­
entious and faithful. They have sometimes yielded to the tearful 
pleas and promises of poorly fitted scholar:!!, and promoted them on 
tri al , for a limited t ime. Such trial is usually fruitless of good re­
sults . 

A good record for deportment and . studiousness should always be 
)'tjcognized and have weight in a committee's tlecisiollS. Yet, with 
the best rccurd in tilese particulars, in promotion there may be wla~te 
of a scholar's time, hindrance of his class, amI useless~ trial of his 
teacher's patience 

The very excellent report of last year cOlltains a paragraph which 
is .. well worth transcribillg here: HIt is no p!easant task to single 
out those unfit for ad vancement, and di.:;;suade them from a trial sure 
to ~nd in fa ilul'e. Often those least qualified are the slowest to un­
derstand their deficiency, amI especially when such scholar s are en­
couraged uy the persistent demands of their pm'eots. The lutter 
f:l il to see t'he trouble, which is in the children themselves." 

The Course of Study pursued in our schools is a good oue. It 
would seejll , however, to be susceptible of some nseful mociificatiolls. 
The elemeutary branches, spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic, 
English grammar, geography, U. S. history aud good behavim', are 
named in the statutes , to be taugh t ill the graqes bldow the High 
schoo!. 

Of the branches specified to be taken in the High school, Civil Gov­
ernment and Political Economy now have no place. It seems to us 
that th05e sl udellts who do not COil template a collegiate course, :::honld 
at least receive some instruction before gradnation, respecting ' the 
constitution and laws of our State, and of the United States, and 
a lso ill the elementary principles of Political Economy. 

Too mm:h time is devoted, in our view, to the study of geography . 
Books of less number , or less compass and cost, may ser ve a better 
end. 'Vith this in yiew some change has been ini tiated, alld more 
may be made with advantage. 

In matter.; of Government and Discipline it 1S not deemed wise for 
committee.i often to interfere with .teachers . 'When aid is sought, or 



46 

seems to be needed, it should be promptly given; but as a general 
rille when the teacher has trial ill any re;:pl!ct with a pupil, ftlld , 
wants help, it is Lest to COTl}ID ullieate directly wilh pal'~nts. frankly 
revealing her trials, ami seeking their cOllnsel and ui.!. This hUE 
heen doue with happy results "the IU f3t yem-. Scho\:lrs in tILe higher 

gnHles, if persistent.ly lan-los:::. 01' llUstu<iio llS, dcsenoe slIspens ion or 
expulsion j und 11 0 tcachcl· ought to be required or cxpeded very long 
to eudlll'c the trial of sHch pupils . The faithful cooperation of pHr­

eut.s will be pretty sure to prove a cotTe('~i\'c. 
IITcO'ular attendance l:md tltrdine~s., ell .. onic i:li~eascs, sti ll ('outinllc o 

ill some of our schools, particularly in the Ceutre. There arc pupils 
here, even in their teeng, who, under various f~llse pretenses, ("on tinue 

to be tan}y. to be dii'mi5Sed, or dismi8's t,bclDseh'es, to their dishollor 
alld loss. iwt) men wcre reque;'!te,l to act as truantofllcers. They have 
fouud but little, ir anythin~, to do; for t ile reason, probably, th,lt the 
truant,s were careful not to be \\"her~ they were. ] n the hope or better 
success in t.he future . in catching or cnring the wayward, we tru ~ t 

there will be a resolute obedience of the motto, "'1'ry, try again," 

The 81:11001 PJ'oPCl'ty, in the care of your Comrl.1ittee, was found iua 
f~tir stHLe of preservat.ion , "Ve have done but little, if allY thing, ll;Ol'e 
than to keep it so , There is a nat\ln~l, necessary, find ltll lJOOeCes­
sury weal', it! its use, which freq\le?tly cfllIs for repail'l:i. The fences 
at the North Grammal', City, East, South East Hnd South "rest 
houses will rcquin! special attel.1tion the coming seuson, and some 
p:Lrts 'of them \vi il need to be rebuilt. Both of the houses iu the 
Ceutre arc suffcriug for waut of paint , The outbuildiugs connected 

_ with these, and with that at East Street, ought to receive some eu ­
largcmcnt or other change. Decency and morality call for it. 

It is recogn ized as our duty to have a vigilaut eye upon th is prop­
erty, and iu coopel'atiou with te<lC~ler:3, to keep the members of the 
schools impressed with the unmauliness and W!'ong- of abusing the 
pl'idleges which at so much care and expense have becn furni;:;hed 
them . E\-crv:::cholH,l' who wilfully or carelessly iujures your prop­
erty, ought "to meet the expense of l'cpai l'ing it. And we instruct 
the teachers f','cquently to inspect all parts of their school premises, 
trace damages, whcn ' noticed, to their sources , if pos:::ible , and require 
prompt mending. ' We ha.ve also endeavored to keep' alive the COll -
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viction that refined personal habits, careful U ;5C of books, aw-oidance 
of rough sports, and of all sociail'ecreations which eudanger clotbiug, 
limbs, Qt· good temper, are essential to a gooJ education , ' Vithout 
these, ami the moral c~lltul'e uuderlying aud in~piring them, all in­
tellectual gifts and attainments arc of' comparatively little worth , 

'Vishing to encourage, iu every suit,Lble way, a laudable amhition 
ill the different schools, to excel ill the preservation and orderly 
kcepiug of thlJ school property, and in tidy pcrsolla l appearance, Hlld 

in good uclm\'io!', we make partieulur l11eution of the 'No rth and City 
Primaries. Tile school l'OQIHS, gl'OlludlS, and out builJ ings hu\'e 
uceu better kept, ','Ie think, than any otbers ; awl, a::; we 5houlo.1 
naturally expecl, the manuel'S or the childreu have corresponded. 
They are not yet perfect, but it is pleasant to give credit for wbat ' 
they have all'eady attained, in the hope that they will follow after yet 
higher excellence, aud :30 continue to l.H'o\·oke the other schools to a 
better clliturc, Hud more cooscielJtioH~ care of't.he school buildings, 
which ha.ve been so hberally provided, 

President \Yoolsey says, "Education con ~i sts in Charflctel', Culture, 
and Knowledge." The saying is all~compl'eheJ1si\·c a.wl true. Char­
acter , first named, is first in value, A pure. upright, benevolent 
heart is abo\'e all price. Without it OliO is destitute of the essence 
of' true manhood . 

We have endeayored to act in harmony with the truth here ex­
pressed, well knowing that all knowledge without Ch:l.rRcter , or with­
out culture, is of liLtle worth; nay, that though one possess it, he is 
nothing. 

No amouut of good scholarsllip can atone for the want of these , 
Bad behavior mars e,-ery thing beautiflll in one, and makes him an 
unlaw-ely object. A schola.r who is sturliol1s, who exh ibits good man­
ners, who' is promptly and universallY ' obedient to his teacher, kinrl. 
and atfeetionate to his school-mate", respcctfl.1i to his superiors, pure 
Hod correct in his speech, everywhere and at all times , commands 
the love and respect of all, and is on the high way toward a complete 
education 

\Ve most earnestly commenq to youl" consideration the fact that we 
all share a very responsib1e part in the educA.tion of the young. Oar 
character, culture, knowledge, whatever they ure, make a lasting 
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impression upon the plastic mind of childhood and youth. Upon 
the parents more than all others depends the questiou, what shall be 
the educati()11 of the children? Their example, guidance, restraining 
influence are needed in connection with school work. Home 
influence mast sustain well direcLed school influence, and harmonize 
with it. When it is considered that "children arc.,a heritage of the 
Lord," and that interests are vested in them, compar.ed with 
which money i:. a~ chaff, aod honors antI titles arc as bubbles, there 
appears a motive see-uingly strong enough to command our willing . 
se lf-sacrifice, and high endeavor that they may be establ ished in 
good character, polished with good culture, and furnished with all 
usefnl knowledge. 

If it b~ true, as has been asserted, that HThe real greatness of a 
State consists not in the extent of its territory, not in the fertility of 
its soil , not in the richness of its deposits, but in the nobility of its 
institutions, the jni)tice of its laws, and the yirtues of its people," 
the same is true of the Town. 

,"Ve are blest, far beyond most towns, in our educational institu­
",jonE . Let U~ see to it , that, in the laws we enact, th~ virtues we 
cherish, and the provisions we make for the maintenance of those 
under OUt' care, we prove ourselves worthy of our noble heritlLge. I 

RESOURCES. 

--------~.-. .. ~.~-------
1876. 1875. 

Appropriation by the Town, S8,0.0.0. 0.0. 89,0.0.0. 0.0. 

State Fund, 253 65 288 55 

Dog Fund, 136 97 140 .93 

Academy Fund, 30.0. 0.0. 30.0. 0.0. 

-Tuition recei,,'ed, 122 2;; 165 0.0. 
- --- ----

88,812 87 89,894 48 

Due for Tuition, 830. 
.S56 ot this from last year. 

----------------
RESOURCES AND EXPENSES IN PREVIOUS YEARS. 

1871-2 , $11,554 69. Salaries of Teachers . $6,617 79 
H Snp't, and Committee, 1,800 00 

Care of' School houses, 43;') 1 f) 
1872-3 , 13,340 09, Salaries of Teaeher~, 7,601 20 

" , Sup't. and' Comrnittee, J ,850 00 
Care of School houses: 476 33 

1873-4, 12 ,6 1242. Salaries of Teachers, 7,72842 
•• School Committee, ] ,000 00 

Care of School honsed, 2.10 00 
l R7.J-5, 12,610 39. Salaries of Tea(~hers, 8.115 05 

H School Committee. 1,10000 
Care ot School houses, 100 00 

1875-6, 10, 176 22. Salaries of Teachers, 7,4'(4 97 
H School Committee, 500 00 

Care of School houses, 100 00 
1876-7, 8,812 87. Salaries of Teachers, 6.326 91 

Care of Schools and property, 450 00 
The Committee recommend the appropriation of S8,000 foJ' Schools 

the ensuing year. and $700 for repairs, the lowest figu:es wh~ch t~~y 
clare name, to meet the expense neces~ary for the W1 SC care of tha 
tichool property. 



EXPENDITURES. 

----------.~--------

Teachers' Salaries, . 
School Committee and care of p!"operty, 
Fuel account, 
*RepaIrs, Supplies, and Incidentals , 
Janitors, 
Desks and Seats , 
Outstanding Accounts , 1875, 
Academy Fund, 
Trua~t Officers; 

1876. 
$6,326 91 

450 00 
671 72 
805 73 
262 85 

113 06 

~----

1875. 
87,474 97 

600 00 
457 02 
943 47 
355 25 
63 00 

272 51 
10 00 

$8,630 27 $10,176 22 
-Insurance and printing of each year included in incidentals. 
Resources, $8,812 87 
Expenditures, 8,630 27 

Balance, 
Unpaid accounts about 540. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES, REPAIR.':l, &c. 

M. :illeld, repairiog clock, etc., 
G. A. Guldao, " 
J. A. Rawson, " 
A. & N. Dwight, work, 
M. N. Spear, books Rud stationery, 

$182 60 

$ 2 35 
5 09 
2 00 
5 50 

32 45 

Mrs. Ready , w~rk , 

Mrs. Taylor, " 
:Mrl'. Toole, " 
n. M. Dickinson, labor, 

. Marsh & Young, " 
W. W. Huut, " 
J. }!. Perkins, " 
A. ]\lcMaster, " 
M. L. Dickinson, " 
T. M. Armstrong, " 
Charles Puffer, " 
liVE McCloud, " 
George Graves, ., 
W. 'V. Co,,~es. " 
J. Perry, " 
D. 'V. Blodgett, -, 
L. H. Pomeroy,. " 
Dickinson & Lee, " 
H. Holland , supplies, glass, 
A. Ingram, ~, brooms, 
'V. Kellogg, " 
''Y. Harkness, erasers, 
C. L. Johnson, " 
A. B. Culver, key, 
G. Cutler & Co., cloth, 
1. Dexter, water supply, 
A. Spaulding, curtain, 
W. Conkey { wood-box, 
B. Marsh, repairs, 
N. Dickinson , sand, 
J. E. Boltwood, repairs, etc., 
M. D. Fletcher, H 

J. E. Sanderson. 
G . Perry, 
F. j\~. Johnson, 

" 
" 
" 

51 

3 00 
7 30 
3 75 

75 
4 10 

38 35 
2 50 
1 55 
2 00 

15 75 
2 00 
7 00 

12 58 
18 37 
3 56 
6 50 
2 25 

13 35 
10 70 
5 15 

10 91 
3 00 
1 50 

20 
1 15 
3 00 
1 50 

50 
50 
50 

9 25 
9 00 
2 50 

25 
75 

-----
$252 32 
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• ACADE:I,IIC AND INCIDENTALS. 

H. M . McCloud, printing c~l.l·ds, reports, etc., 
R . A. Marsh, " " 
C. H. K. Saudersoll, chemicals, 
College Hall, 
E. Nelson, books, 
C. \V. Eddy, question papers, 
A. J . George, diplo~nas, 
H. L. Read, cyclopedia, 
E. H. lugram, Fit'st Century, 
.l\Int'sh & Yonng, Luok eUtH.::l, 

U . N. Spea,·, book 
J. L. Hamuett, crayons, 
Union Co., 'iuk, 
.1. R .. ~~. ink well~, 
N. L. N. R. H.. I freight, 
''''. Harkoe.4s, erasers, 
A. P. Burdell, ink, 
Insurance, 
Tuitioll, Belchert.own, 

, 

·Sevel:al nbove nccounts met by Academy Fund. 

M:. D. Fletcher, 
F. 1\1. Johnson, 
A. Sanderson, 
n. King and H. Johnson, 
A. R. Dwight, 
G. Peny, 
~1. L Dickinson, 
C. L. Wood, 
E. S. Puffer, 
J . E. Boltwood, 
J. W. Sykes, 

JANITORS. 

$124 8. 
3 75 
445 

15 00 
79 59 
13 90 

3; 50 
12 ;5 

6 7-5 
6 50 

· 740 
15 00 

• 5 00 
15 20 

1 41 
10 50 
6 00 

215 84 
6 00 

$553 41 

$ 38 00 
7 00 
7 50 
7 65 
6 50 
3 50 

12 00 
13 70 
18 00 

121 00 
11 50 

, 
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J. Saxton, 
J. Matthews, 
' V. Prince and \V. Baker, 

FURL ACCOUNT. 

Paid S. H. Curtiss, coal, 

O. D. Hunt, " 
L. 'Villiams, " 
W.D. Nash , wood, 
G .. H. Priuce, " 
Kit. Eastmau, " 
J. E. Sanderson, " 
E . H. Needham, .< 

n. B. Bridgmau, " 
.M:. L . Diekiuson, sawing wood, 
F. ~I. Johnsou, " 
P . C. Guernsey: " 
L. E . Dickinson, " 
S. E. Harrington, " 
T . Meekins 

H. C. Nash, 
D. W . Hoyt, 
'w. H. Beaman~ 

" 

SCHOOL COll1UITTEE. 

3 00 
3 50 

10 00 

$262 85 

$235 00 
167 13 

26 40 
Ii 8; 
78 97 
57 50 
39 05 
15 48 

i 67 
3 75 

00 
1 85 

10 00 
5 55 
5 00 

$671 72 

S 50 00 
50 00 

350 00 
--,--
$450 00 

---------...... --------

GRADUATES, 1876. 

Sarah Kingman, Lizzie Stebbins, Flora Willis, 
Adda Spaulding, Howard Bliss, William White. 

Mary Lothrop, 



8UMl\lAHY OF 'l'HE ROHOOL8. 

SCIIOOL8 . SCUOOL \ No. P U'B.'. I 'l''':AOU t; n 9 . S ALJ.IU.£!!'o 

YKA tl . 

W eeks. Is, A. W. C. If. lC. Sauderson. OIlC term , 5427 78 
High. I 36. 71-U2-92 

Ayernge. G. L. Smith. two tCl'lns, 6V4 50 
4U -80 -~0 Miss K. A. T owel', two tcrms: S I2 00 

Sen . 12 , " Jennie Dick inson, oue term, ],;6 00 
JUII. Hi , " 1\[, E . 1-II11Ti ~, three terms, 353 03 
Soph'. 26, 
Fresh . 39 . 

" LItIll'Il Jnt:ksoll , Ol1e term, 121 00 
1st G l'n.,mmnr. 33 I 37-43-40 

Average. " E. ~. Field , two terms, 242 UO 
34-;)7-36 

" E. S. Field, Olle term, 121 00 
2d Grammar. 33 57-O!J-5O 

, A verage. " F. C . Cowles , Itssistaut oue ,term, 93 50 
51-4U-52 " F. C . Cowie.'!, principa.l, 1 \\' 0 terms, 232 00 

North G l'ammu,l' . 33 27-26-30 _ 
" M. l\L Lyman, assistant half the time, 3 7 60 

Avcrllge. 
24-t5-2V " M. B. Robel'ts , three terms, 297 00 

South G I'lI.mmar. 33 15-21-26 " I~ . H. Merrick , one tcrm, 99 00 
A,'<' rag.e. 

" M. L. 131'idgmau , two terms, 187 00 
13-18-1 8 

1st I ntcrmedinte. 31 45-43-45 " L. C. BubbuNI , one term , 90 00 
Averll,ge. 

" E B. J. Hodgkins, two terms, 189 UO 
39-39-41 

2d Intermediate . 31 40-40-42 " E. E. J. Hodgkius, one term , 90 00 
Average. 

/ " J. L. Cow les , twp tel'llls, 178 50 
37-36-38 

No. Intermedinte.1 31 23-32-32 
. Average. " K . G . Roberts, three terms, 263 50 

21 -31-30 

-i -. 
'. 

E. Intermediate. :31 35-34-34 " L. VI{, 'Vatson, ooe term, 85 00 
Avt'fllge. " A. L . Pierce, two ter ms, 168 00 

2a-28-19 
North Primnl'Y. 29 48-43-37 

AnfiLge. " L. R. Eastmau , three terms, 232 00 
38-34-33 

East Primary. 29 44-39-35 " IJ. M. ])ic k in~o ll , oue term, 72 00 
Ayerage. " A . M. Jlustings, two tel'mS , 160 00 

36-34·-29 
1st Primnl'Y. 29 35-31 -3 L " L . V. Cutter, ollcterm, 72 00 

Average. ,, ~ 1\1. 1\1. Robison, two terms, 160 00 
32 -::J.!)-i8 

2d Primary. 29 52-44-14 " M. 1\L R ohison, 01lC term., 72 00 
A Ycl'age. " F. M . Stl'iek lHUu, two tel'ms, 160 00 

37-38-34 
City Primary. 29 26-29-24 " 1\'[, D. Field , tlll'co terms, 232 00 

AYCl'lIgc . 

23-26-21 
Mill Valley . 29 23-1 9-18 " J. L . Cowles, one term, 63 00 

Average. " J . Cooley , two terms , 130 00 
20-17-14 

South Green. 29 ](;· 16-13 " F. l\f. Stl'ieklllllti , Due term, 54 00 
A,'crnge. " Ai. A. Spaulding, two terms, 120 00 

13- 15-10 
South East. 29 20-21 -1 9 " A. L. ricrcc, oue tcrm ~ 58 bO 

AverRge. " J. A. Pomeroy l t wo terlns, 130 00 
18-20-16 

South West. 29 16-17-1 8 " J. M. Needham , three terms , 174 ·00 
Average . 

14-14-16 

, 
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COMPENSATION OF THE COMMITTEE. 

The law says, "The member;::. of the School ComTnittee shall be 
paid, in towns, two dellars and a halt, each, a day, for the time they 
.are actually employed in the discharge of the duties of their office, 
together with such other additional compensation as the Town may 
allow." Your Committee agreed, at the outset, to keep an account of 
time spent. It was comparatiYely easy to do this with rererence to 
visits, 'Committee meetings, and general examinatiouR j but experi­
ence proved that, in meeting the numberlesfo!. calls for information , 
auvice, corre.- pondence, suppl ies, '&c., &c., this was quite imposbible. 
It is safe, however, to, state that had an account been made of all the 
time and expense, ac.tUfdly devoted to the care of the Schools, with a 
moderate charge tor travel , the amount would have been much larO'er , 0 

than is presented. 
In closing our report we desire to expres::I !i;rateful acknowledge. 

meuts for the kind manner in which Ollr feUo,v citizens have shown 
their appreciation of Ollr eudeayors j for the good spirit in wbich 
teachers have obeyed our insb'uctions, and heeded Ollr known wishes; 
for the very courteau ::. attention which our predece~sors in offh'e ha,,:e 
given to the many questions which, in o}1r new and untried position. 
we h<l,'le had occasion to ask them j and for the prompt and efficient 
help in all th ings pertaining to finances, of our e"t"er faithful, accu· 
rate Town Treasurer. We only regret th~t. with all the favor tll1ls 
Shown, om short comin-gs are not less apparent and less rCHI than we 

feel them to be . 
l\1.ay I-Ie, 'v hose ,ve nre , and whom we should seek ,"'ith sincere 

hearts to serve, bless our efforts for the education of the children 

and youth of this favored town. 
W. H. BEAlI1AN,} 
H. C. NASH, Committee. 
D. W HOYT, 

L 

• 

A "PPROPRIATIONS HECOlllMENDED 

FOR 1877. 

.., 
For School Teachers and Supplies, 

School Repairs and Co:nmittee, 
Paupers, 
Highways and Sidewalk8 1 

Concrete Sidewalks, 
Bridges, 
Fire Depllrtment, 
Contingent Exp~nses, 
Town Officers, 
Interest Money, 
School Bonds, 
Military Bonds. 
Agricultul'al Bouds, 
Town Debt, 
Polic.e and Lamps, 
Outstand-ing- orders, 

740 00 
725 00 

2,492 00 
3,000 00 

$8,00) 00 
700 00 

2,000 00 
1,600 00 

500 00 
400 00 
600 00 

1,000 00 
1,000 00 

10,900 00 

6,957 00 
700 00 
400 00 

C. W. LESSEY, 1 s. C. CARTER, Oommittee. 
W. H. BEAMAN, 

" 



ARTICLliJS 
TO BE VOTED ON AT THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING, 

MARCH 5TH, 1877. 

- -_ .. ----_ .. -

ARTICLE 1. To choose n Moderator to preside over suid meetin7" 
ARTICLE 2 . To sec if the town will a~cept the li st of JtIl"ymcn 

selected by the Selectmen. 
ARTICLE 3 . To hear the annual reports of the Selectmen and 

Overseers of the P oor, and General School Com mittee, nud act 

thereon. 
/ 

AnTICLE4. To choose all necessary town otfi(:~l"!:- for tbe yonI' ell:" 

suing. 
. ARTICLE 5. To choose n member of the General School Com­

mittee for ouc yenr, to fill the vacancy made by the resignation of E. 

A. Thomas. 
ARTICLE 6. To choose an Elector under the p.·o\,jsions of the will 

of the late Oliver Smith. , 
ARTICLE 7. To determine the manner of repa iring tbe Highways 

and Bridges for the year ensuiog. 
ARTICLE 8. . To raise such snms of mouey ns may be uecessary to 

. defray thfl expense~ of the tOW? for the yenr cnsIV,..»g, and to ll1Hke 

appropriatioos of the same. 
ARTICLE 9. To see if the town will npproprilltc a slim of IU Olle} 

for the free P~lblic Libraries in Amherst. 
ARTICLE 10. To see if the town will accept tilt! A(."t of 1874. 

Chapter 107 , concerning Sidewalks. 
ARTICU~ 11. To [:iee if the town will appropriate a SlI lll of moue)' 

for the purchase of' a Steam Fire Engine. 

. . 

ANNUAL REPORT 

o:r 'tBE 

Selectmen~Overseers of the Poor 

AND ASSESSORS 

lOR THE TOWN OF AMHERST , 

FOR THE YEAR :ENDING MARCH I, 187 8, 

TOGETHER WITH THE REPORT OJ!' THE 

. SOHOOL OOMMITTEE . 

• •• 

AMHERST, MASS., 'I 
McCLOUD & WILLIAilIS, STEAM BOOK & JOB PRINTERS. 

1878 . 
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